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If you got a Bible, John’s Gospel the 10th chapter and 1 Samuel 15, we’re going to kind of be 
between those two things.  
 
But, in John 10, Jesus is speaking. And I want to read John 10:2–5 and then John 10:27. He 
said this,  
 

2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper 
opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. 4 And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the 
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 
 
27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 

 
I was preaching in a little village in Switzerland a long time ago, actually in the Swiss Alps. And  
I was staying in this little tiny sort of motel they had in this village. And I went out on the balcony 
of my small room in the late afternoon. And before me, it was like a scene out of The Sound of 
Music. I mean, just rolling hills and fields and old farmhouses and cows everywhere. And these 
cows, so many had these giant bells—literally, a bell like this big hanging under their neck. And 
as dusk began to advance, one of the farmers came out of his barn, and he called to his cows. 
And there are a whole bunch of cows together, and half of them lifted up their heads and ran  
to the barn. The other ones just stayed there grazing. They didn’t even lift up their heads. 
 
He called his own cows. They knew their master’s voice. And then a few minutes later, another 
farmer on this other hill comes outside, calls his, all those cows lift up their heads, and they ran 
over to the barn.  
 
Jesus said, “My sheep, they hear My voice, and they follow Me.” They listen and obey. And 
really kind of the heart of our responsibility as Christians is summed up right there. We listen, 
we obey, we hear, and we follow.  
 
And I just want to tell you, you may be facing a great struggle right now and a great trial. You 
need to listen and obey. If you’ll do that, your problem is solved whether you can understand it 
or not. We hear, and we follow. 
 
And I don’t know if you noticed or not, but Jesus said that He calls His own sheep by name. 
That means this is individual. Yes, the Lord leads us as a community, He guides us as a people, 
but He wants to guide you individually.  
 
This isn’t just, “Well, okay. All right, God spoke to Harrison. God speaks to Pastor Bayless or to 
Pastor Kenneth.” No, no, He calls His own sheep by name. He wants to guide you.  
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He wants you to hear His voice. This is not just about the community being led by God, but it’s 
about God speaking to you in your life with the things that concern you. He wants to speak to 
you, and He wants you to follow. And it’s something that He wants us to expect. 
 
And I want to talk about this from some principles in a pretty well-known Old Testament story. 
It’s in 1 Samuel 15. God gave instructions to Saul, Israel’s first king, to go fight against the 
Amalekites and to destroy all of their goods, and Saul didn’t do what God had said to do. And  
he comes back, and he destroyed all the worthless stuff, but he kept all the good stuff for 
himself, all the sheep, all the cattle, all of the wealth they had, and he’s bringing it back. And he 
comes to Samuel, the prophet. He says, “Hey, I’ve done what the Lord said.” And Samuel says, 
“Well, what’s all this stuff?” Saul says, “Well, I was going to sacrifice it to the Lord. I just brought 
it back to give to God.” Well, it’s not what God told him to do. 
 
And part of what Samuel said to him is found in 1 Samuel 15:22, 
 

22 So Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as 
in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed 
(or to listen) than the fat of rams.” 

 
Listen and obey. God delights in a listening ear and in an obedient heart. And to obey  
is better than sacrifice because you cannot make up through sacrifice what you lose  
through disobedience. 
 
Now, God delights when someone listens, when they heed, when they obey. And I want to talk 
about the listening part first of all. The word here in verse 22, “to heed or to listen,” in the 
Hebrew literally means to prick up the ears or to incline towards.  
 
Our son, Spencer, when he lived with us, he got a dog. He didn’t tell us that when he moved 
out, he was going to leave the dog with us, but he did. And so we had this little dog named 
Toby. And it was interesting watching him. If you ever said his name, if you said, “Toby,”  
he leaned, and he went and just began to listen for the next thing you were going to say to him. 
Every time, “Toby?”  
 
And the idea is the moment we have the slightest sense that God may be speaking to us,  
we need to get quiet and listen.  
 
Prayer is important, but it’s a two-way street. It’s not just about making our request to God,  
but it’s about listening. The most important part of prayer is the 15 minutes after you say amen. 
Because frankly, what He says to you is far more important than whatever you said to Him. And 
He does want to speak to us. 
 
God is a God that communicates. If He delights in a listening ear, He also delights in 
communicating. And it’s not God saying, “Hey, you need to listen, and we’re going to play this 
little game. I want you to wait on Me, but I’m not going to say anything because I kind of enjoy 
seeing you frustrated and disillusioned, so let’s do it again. Be quiet and listen, but I’m not going 
to say anything.” No, God is a God who speaks. Jesus said, “When the Holy Spirit comes, He 
will speak to you, and He will show you things to come.”  
 
In Psalm 81:8, God says, “Oh that My people would listen to Me.” Isaiah 55, He said, “Listen 
carefully to Me, incline your ear and hear.” 
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And I want to talk about two main ways, there are more ways, but the two main ways that God 
communicates with us as His people, through the Word, and through the witness, that is the 
witness of His Spirit.  
 
First, He speaks to us through His Word. Listen, some of you, you don’t need to be more well-
led. You need to be more well-read. You don’t need a leading. You need a reading. God speaks 
to us through His Word, and when it’s plain in His Word, and you understand it, you just need to 
do it. You don’t even need to pray about it. You just need to do it. 
 
I was talking to a pastor friend just a couple of weeks ago. He was in some big-box retail store, 
hundreds of people walking around. He runs into a member of the congregation. And he says, 
“Hey,” and they, “Oh, pastor, hi.” He says, “Man, I haven’t seen you in church in quite a while.” 
“Oh, yes, I haven’t been in about a year and a half.” It’s like so many people with the whole 
COVID thing, they stopped coming. But then this person got in the habit. He said, “What do you 
do?” She says, “Well, sometimes I watch our church online, and then I watch these people 
online, and I watch that.” And he said, “You really should come. There are things happening 
when we gather together that you can’t get from your computer screen.” And she said, “I’m just 
waiting for a leading from the Lord when I should come back to church.” No, you don’t need that 
because God has already spoken plainly.  
 
Listen, Hebrews 10:25 (AMP), God said,  
 

25 not forsaking our meeting together [as believers for worship and instruction], as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more [faithfully] as you 
see the day [of Christ’s return] approaching. 

 
Don’t forsake the meeting of ourselves together for instruction and worship. 
 
And the Greek word translated meeting together there literally means a complete collection.  
It speaks of the large gathering when the whole church gathers together. You cannot apply that 
word to a small group. The Greek does not allow that to be applied to sitting in front of your 
television set as you go back and forth to the kitchen to get another piece of toast and a coffee, 
and you’re in and out. And I know what it’s like because that’s the way I am when I watch online. 
So are you. 
 
Now listen, I realize I’m preaching to the choir. You’re here. You’ve come to the big gathering,  
to the complete collection for instruction and worship. I’m preaching to the choir. Yet there’s 
something else in this verse that does apply to us, some instructions. He said, “As you see the 
day of Christ return approaching.” I mean, hey, you look at the state of the world, you look at the 
things that are happening right now, these are the very things that Jesus said would happen. 
Pandemics, Jesus prophesied it. Wars, rumors of wars, He said, “When those things begin to 
happen, look up your redemption draws nigh.” We are living in the last of the last days. 
 
So, He said, “when you see the day approaching,” more and more we need to encourage one 
another and be faithful at it to attend the gatherings. So, that’s our part. 
 
I bet you know someone like I do that has gotten in the habit of not assembling with the body. 
Maybe you could give them a call and say, “Hey, I’ll meet you at church. We’ll get lunch 
afterward.” We’re here. We’ve done the first part of it, but the rest of the instructions there that 
more and more we need to encourage others to not forsake the meetings together for 
instruction and for worship, so that’s something that we can do. 
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But again, the idea is whether it’s attending church, or when it comes to sharing our faith,  
or raising our kids, or the stewardship of our resources, or loving your spouse, or serving in the 
church, or responding to a persecutor, or a thousand other things, God has spoken to us.  
And He continues to speak to us through His Word.  
 
The second main way that God speaks to us as His children is through the witness, the inward 
witness of the Holy Spirit. Romans 8:16,  
 

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God. 
 
The Holy Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit. It’s an internal witness. First John says, 
“The one that has the Son of God has the witness in himself.” 
 
We do have this internal witness. And the same Holy Spirit that witnesses to me that I am  
a child of God also witnesses to me concerning the truth and the error of other things. 
 
Consider the story, and I bet you’re familiar with it, Acts 27. Paul is on his way to Rome as  
a prisoner. He’s under the jurisdiction of a Roman Centurion who has secured his ship for 
the journey. They’re about to leave a port, and Paul suddenly pipes up, and he says, “Men,  
I perceive that this voyage will end with disaster and much loss not only of the cargo and ship 
but also of our lives.” 
 
“Men, I perceive.” It was an inward perception, an inward witness. There was nothing outward 
that would have led him to say that. It was an inward perception.  
 
On the other hand, here are some outward things. The Bible says that the Centurion believed 
the things that the owner and the captain of the ship said more than Paul. They said, “We need 
to leave.” The majority also advised that they should set sail, and number three, the south wind 
began to blow softly. It says they thought that they’d obtained their desire. So, all the 
circumstances lined up, all the doors opened. There was a sign. 
 
So, you’ve got the experts, you know the owner and the captain of the ship, you’ve got the 
majority, and you got all the signs lining up saying, “Look, you need to go,” and on the other 
side, you got Paul with his perception, with his inward witness. Who was right? Paul was.  
They ended up in a disaster in a shipwreck.  
 
Now, if you always rely on the experts, you’re going to miss God most of the time. If you always 
rely on what the majority says, you’re going to miss God most of the time. And if you make the 
decisions of your life based on the door has opened, or the circumstances have lined up,  
or I got a sign, you’re going to miss God most of the time. 
 
Somebody says, “Well, Gideon put out a fleece. I just put out a fleece to find out what God 
wants to do.” Gideon did. He put out a fleece, an animal skin, and he said, “God, if You want me 
to do this, let it be wet on the fleece in the morning and dry all around.” He goes, “The fleece  
is wet, it’s dry all around.” He says, “God, I’m going to do it again. I’m putting it out. And this 
time, let it be just the opposite. Let that be wet, and this be dry.” And it was that way, so he 
knew. Some people say, “I just put out a fleece.” Listen, no one ever did that in the New 
Testament after believers were filled with the Holy Spirit. Never one time, not one single  
believer ever. You put out a fleece, you’re going to get fleeced. 
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Satan is the god of this world, and he can move certain things around, my friend. 
 
I was thinking about a young couple that I met, bless their hearts. They love Jesus, but they’re 
packing up, and they’re going to move to Texas because they’re thinking about it, and they got 
the sign. She gets home and says, “Oh, I was thinking about it, and a car pulled in front of me 
on the freeway and had a Texas license plate.” He said, “I saw a Texas license plate this 
morning too. It’s got to be God.” 
 
If that’s how you make your decisions, you’re going to miss it most of the time.  
 
God guides us through His Word and through the inward witness of His Spirit.  
 
I tried to rent an apartment from a lady when I was a young Christian. A Christian lady. She 
didn’t rent me the apartment. I talked to her later, and I said, “Why didn’t you rent me the 
apartment? It stayed empty for so long.” She says, “Well, I put out a fleece, Bayless.” I said, 
“Really?” I said, “What was it?” She said, “Well, I told the Lord if the phone rings twice before 
two o’clock, I’m supposed to rent you the apartment, and it only rang once.” If I would have 
known, I would have called her myself. 
 
Now, the key is doing something about what God says to us, however He communicates with 
us. Whether it’s through the witness of the Holy Spirit; whether it’s through His Word, we need 
to do something. Which brings us to the second thing God delights in, and that is an obedient 
heart.  
 
Saul understood God’s instructions, but as events unfolded, he thought that he had a better 
idea, so he edited and he modified God’s instructions to better suit what he wanted. And his 
partial, edited, and modified obedience was not acceptable to God, neither were the excuses 
that he made. 
 
And we find as we look a little further in the story, there are three main reasons for Saul’s 
disobedience. The first one was pride. So, he’s just won this battle against the Amalekites,  
and Samuel goes looking for him. We come to 1 Samuel 15:10–12, 
 

10 Now the word of the Lord came to Samuel, saying, 11 “I greatly regret that I have set 
up Saul as king, for he has turned back from following Me, and has not performed My 
commandments.” And it grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the Lord all night. 12 So 
when Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul, it was told Samuel, saying, “Saul 
went to Carmel, and indeed, he set up a monument for himself; and he has gone on 
around, passed by, and gone down to Gilgal.” 

 
So, the guy basically sets up a monument to himself. And the language here says, “And then 
he’s gone on around, he’s passed by, and he’s gone down.” The language speaks of someone 
on parade. So, Saul is going around and going down and passing by. He’s parading with great 
pomp so that he can be noticed and admired as the great conqueror. And eventually, Samuel 
catches up to him. And in 1 Samuel 15:17, Samuel said this,  
 

17 So Samuel said, “When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the 
tribes of Israel? And did not the Lord anoint you king over Israel? 
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He went from being little in his own eyes to being a big shot. You read the beginning of the 
story; Saul was extremely humble. He was a reluctant king, but now something’s changed. He 
went from being little in his own eyes to erecting monuments to himself and going on parade.  
 
You’ve probably heard me share this story before. I was speaking at a conference in another 
country. There were probably about 8,000 in attendance at the evening meetings. Myself and 
another gentleman were the featured speakers. I hadn’t met the other guy. I’d seen him on TV  
a bunch of times. I’d actually been in services where he taught, a great Bible teacher. 
 
And so, I go into the green room, I get to the meeting early that night, and I met some of the 
hospitality folks that volunteer there. And then I saw the guy, the other speaker, sitting over at  
a table. So I thought, “I’m going to go meet him.” So I walk over and sit down, and I go, “Hi,”  
and I start to talk to him, and he doesn’t even look up. He doesn’t even acknowledge me.  
He doesn’t speak a word to me. I’m thinking, “This is awkward and kind of rude.” So I left, and  
I went back over to the hospitality folks and made a couple of friends and enjoyed some tea and 
had a good time. 
 
About 10 minutes later, the host of the conference comes in and says, “Oh, Bayless, I’m glad 
you’re here. Come on, I want you to meet so and so,” the other speaker. So, he takes me 
across the room, and he says, “Hey, so and so, this is Bayless Conley.” He goes, “Oh, you’re 
Bayless.” He said, “Sorry about before. I didn’t think you were anybody.” Now, he was right,  
but he was wrong thinking that he was the great somebody. 
 
Did you know God has a hate list? He does. Seven things that He hates. I’m going to read it to 
you. The first part of it, Proverbs 6:16 (AMP),  
 

16 These six things the Lord hates; indeed, seven are repulsive to Him: 

 
At the top of the list, verse 17,  
 

17 A proud look [the attitude that makes one overestimate oneself and discount others]. 
 
God hates pride. Pride turned the beautiful angel, Lucifer, into the devil, and it can do the same 
thing to you.  
 
Now, apparently, Saul began thinking that his victory over the Amalekites was the result of his 
own prowess and ability as a military leader. His ego became inflated, and he didn’t give the 
credit to God, and that led to him thinking that he knew better than God.  
 
My friend, it pays to stay little in your own eyes because frankly, every good thing we have, 
every good thing we’ve achieved is a result of the grace of God. You are a joke without Jesus.  
 
Now, yes, Saul had to gather his troops, he had to come up with a battle plan, he had to 
execute it, he had to labor and fight, but who gave him the voice to command with? Who gave 
him the mind to think with? Who gave him the strength to fight with? God did and a whole lot of 
other things, but Saul gave no credit to God at all. He started thinking it was all him. And his 
pride led to him modifying and editing God’s instructions because he knew better.  
 
The second thing that led to Saul’s disobedient act was greed. 
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Proverbs 6:18 says,  
 

18 Now the Lord sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, 
the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.’ 19 Why then did you 
not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil  
in the sight of the Lord?” 

 
The phrase swoop down, the Hebrew uses that to refer to a vulture swooping down on  
a carcass. Saul claimed that he saved all of the good things to sacrifice to God, but that was just 
an afterthought to cover up his real motive. His real motive was, “Hey, man, look at all this stuff, 
all this instant wealth, all this cattle, all these sheep, all of this stuff, man. Look, I’ve got all that. 
God wants me to destroy all this stuff. No, no, no.” 
 
No. He swooped down. Listen, vultures don’t swoop down on things to share them. Their idea  
is to get all they can while the opportunity lasts, and that’s what Saul thought. “If I do this God’s 
way, I’m going to miss out. I can’t afford to do this His way.” And really, it was a lack of patience, 
a lack of trust, and greed on his part because the truth is God blesses those that obey Him. 
 
You got to be willing to work with His timetable. Saul was very, very shortsighted in what he did.  
 
And when it comes down to us, sometimes that’s why God’s instructions to honor Him with our 
first and our best get edited and modified to giving Him our leftovers. That’s why blessing those 
that curse us and forgiving those that trespass against us gets modified to disdainful tolerance 
for those that have hurt us. That’s why giving to the poor and giving up the best seat and 
preferring our brother and hundreds of other things get modified and changed because 
somehow we think, “If we do it God’s way, if we give up the first place, if we help someone else 
achieve their goals, well, I’m going to miss out.” 
 
Sometimes it’s due to a lack of patience, a lack of trust. Sometimes it’s good old-fashioned 
greed.  
 
The third reason for Saul’s disobedience was the fear of man. Samuel continued to press him, 
and finally, Saul confesses in 1 Samuel 15:24.  
 

24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the 
commandment of the Lord and your words, because I feared the people  
and obeyed their voice. 

 
Saul disobeyed because of pride. He thought he knew better than God. He disobeyed because 
of greed. He was afraid he would miss out if he did things God’s way. And he disobeyed 
because of fear. He was afraid of what others would think of him and say of him if he did what 
God said and did it God’s way. 
 
Proverbs 29:25 says,  
 

25 The fear of man brings a snare. 
 
It will tie you up, and it will tangle you up. It will restrict you.  
 
Abraham lied about his wife, Sarah to Pharaoh and to King Abimelech, and they both took 
Sarah from him because of the fear of man. His son, Isaac did the same thing with his wife, 
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Rebecca because of the fear of man. Aaron let the children of Israel make a golden calf 
because of the fear of man. Peter let the church in Antioch become divided, and he wasn’t true 
to the gospel or his own conscience because of the fear of man.  
 
And Saul disobeyed God because he was afraid of what the people would say and what they 
would think of him. 
 
My friend, the fear of man, will turn you into an opinion-less pawn. It will keep you from rising 
above the pack. It’ll keep you from being different. It’ll cause you to stifle your gifts and your 
creativity. And it’ll cause you to conform. It will tempt you to lie. It’ll cause you to compromise  
the truth, disobey God, and it can cost you your destiny as it did with Saul.  
 
To defeat the fear of man, you just have to meet it head-on. There’s no other way. With God’s 
help, you just meet it head-on.  
 
I got saved, I was going to this little Pentecostal church, and I made God a deal. You need to be 
careful when you make deals with God. The Bible says it’s better not to vow than to vow and not 
pay. So I made a deal with God. I said, “God, if You do this for me,” and I named something.  
I said, “I will write a song about You on the guitar, and I will sing it in front of the church.” God 
answered my prayer so quick it made my head spin. Supernaturally. And I went, “Oh, I didn’t 
expect that, but a deal is a deal.”  
 
In the church on Sunday nights, they would have people come up and testify. Sometimes 
people would sing a song. So, Sunday morning after church, I tracked the pastor down. I said, 
“Pastor, I wrote a song for Jesus, and I want to sing it in service tonight.” He goes, “Okay.”  
I honestly was hoping he’d say no because then I’d be off the hook.  
 
And so, I wrote this song, and I got up there. And you need to understand, being in front of 
people, that’s not always been my happy place. Right now, I do it. I have a calling. And I have  
a grace on my life, but in a positive sense, I could take it or leave it. In my life, I just want to be 
where Jesus wants me to be, doing whatever He wants me to do, period. But, whether it was 
my whole life, growing up in school, I never wanted to be in front of people. It’s like the most 
terrifying thought in my life. And so, I get up there, got my guitar, and the moment I put my foot 
on the stage, I was drenched with sweat. 
 
I felt like I stepped in—I mean, literally, I’m drenched with sweat. I just closed my eyes. And 
picture, okay. The pastor said, “Okay.” He didn’t know my name, “The kid with long hair and  
a beard, come on up.” And so, I get up, and I close my eyes. And I’m playing, and I’m singing 
my song. And about halfway through the song, I hear something, and I open my eyes.  
And I was so nervous I forgot to step up to the microphone. It’s like five feet away. 
 
So, no one heard the first half of the song, and it was the pastor moving the microphone closer 
to me. And so, I just closed my eyes and finished, exit stage right. But I will tell you, if I hadn’t 
faced that then, I wouldn’t be here now. 
 
Years ago, I was preaching in a little town called Amriswil, Switzerland. I stayed with this 
amazing family. They put me up in their home, and I stayed with them for several days, and we 
had two nights’ worth of meetings. And one night, we went out to a restaurant, and it was 
packed. They bring the food to the table, and this family, all of a sudden when the food comes  
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to the table, they stood up, and they started singing the blessing in three-part harmony. Thank 
You, Jesus, for this food. They’re singing in German. Everybody in the restaurant turned around 
and looked at them, and I thought, “This is awesome.” 
 
Because I think about that in connection with some Christians I’ve seen pray over their food in  
a restaurant. It’s like, “Lord, thank You for this food.” It’s like, “You got a headache? What’s 
going on?” It’s like, “Okay, nobody saw, good.” 
 
I was flying back, the family was with me, I’d been speaking in Zimbabwe. We’re flying back, 
and we’re sitting up in the front part of economy, sort of in the bulkhead. So we’ve actually got 
legroom. And this guy comes up to the steward on the plane and says, “I need a place to pray.” 
The steward goes, “Go pray in your seat.” “No, no, no, I need to kneel down and pray.” He says, 
“Here,” and he points to our feet. So this guy lays his prayer rug down and kneels toward what 
he assumes is toward Mecca and spends the next 15 minutes praying. And I’m just like,  
“Can I have another 7 Up, please?” 
 
Here’s me and Janet and the kids, and this guy’s on his prayer rug. He’s praying like 15 minutes 
on the plane there. I was so convicted.  
 
I’m a part of God’s family. Jesus said, “I’m the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father, but by Me.” He’s the way, the truth, and the life. And I thought, “Am I ashamed? Do  
I think about what somebody might say about me or see me praying?”  I literally was so 
convicted by that man. 
 
And I don’t think that we need to be rude or unmannerly, but there should be no shame when it 
comes to our faith, when it comes to talking about the Savior, when it comes to lifting our hands 
and blessing Him in private or in public.  
 
If you are afraid of what people think, you will never be fully obedient to God. It will bind you.  
It will keep you from the pathway of obedience. So, God delights in a listening ear, He delights 
in an obedient heart, but if you’re like me, you’ve probably missed it a few times in both 
categories, which brings me to another thing that God delights in.  
 
Micah 7:18 says this,  
 

18 Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of the 
remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights  
in mercy. 

 
God delights in showing mercy. He loves to be merciful. He delights when we listen. He delights 
when we obey, and He delights in forgiving us if we miss it and repent. It gratifies His great 
heart.  
 
And I just want to ask you really seriously for a moment, has your life been so busy, over-
occupied, and too busy? Has it been so full of noise every day? The moment you get in the 
car—music on. The moment you get in the house—TV on. There’s always noise, always 
background, always something going on. Have you made time to incline your ear and listen?  
It’s so important. And God wants to speak. He calls His own sheep by name. He will speak  
to you. His Word will come alive, and you will know He’s giving you instructions. 
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He will witness to you by the Holy Spirit, and you will know. Listen, it’s for every single person 
listening to me. He knows your name, and He wants to guide you, but you have to take time to 
hear. Maybe even you have been. And if you had to finish the sentence, this is what I believe 
God is saying to me: ______ (Blank). What would you put in the blank right now? If you had  
to say I believe this is what God is speaking to me about, what would you write? Well, if you 
know, you just need to do it, don’t edify it, don’t modify it.  
 
And really, I think God delights the most when it seems like our own wisdom is superior to His. 
Those are the times when we need to trust the Lord with all of our hearts and not lean upon our 
own understanding. And we just need to obey whether it makes sense or not. Whether the 
human math adds up or not. He is smarter than we are. 
 
Now, if you fail to listen or fail to obey—I talked to a brother in church. I love him and his family. 
After the first service, he came up, and he was tearful about the family situation going on with  
a relative, and God had spoken to him about something that he needed to do. And he said, 
“Pastor, I haven’t obeyed. Man, it’s hard.” And he explained the situation, and I get it. He’s very 
wounded over something that happened, and God is asking him to do something. I said, “Listen, 
if God has spoken to you, you just need to do it.” I said, “If He hasn’t spoken to you, I’d say just 
wait. But if God has spoken to you, do it. It may be a really hard thing. You need to do what 
God’s asked you to do. And if you haven’t taken the time to listen, take some time to listen.  
It’s not wasted time at all.”  
 
We were singing early on, God, if you want my heart, you’ve got it. He guides us through our 
hearts, through our spirit. And again, He does want to speak to you. But the first step in that if 
you’re here today, and maybe you’ve come by yourself with a family member or a friend, maybe 
you’re watching somewhere else, on the plaza, in your living room, maybe you’re sitting in a pub 
in Scotland right now, I don’t know, but you are listening, God’s trying to get your attention.  
He knows you, and He loves you.  
 
And this whole journey starts with giving your heart to Him. When it comes to salvation, the 
Bible says, “If you believe in your heart God raised Jesus from the dead, and you confess Him 
with your mouth as Lord, you’ll be saved.” He did die on the cross for your sins. He was raised 
from the dead on the third day. And a confession of Lordship basically amounts to, “Lord,  
I’m willing to die to my rights of independent living, and I’m going to become part of Your flock. 
I’m going to listen for Your voice, and You’re going to be my guide. I’m going to start doing life 
Your way.” 
 
If you’re a prodigal son or a prodigal daughter, you’ve had an encounter with Jesus, you know 
He’s real, you’ve tasted and seen that the Lord is good, but for whatever reason, your heart has 
drifted, and you’re very far from Him. Maybe your lifestyle is very inconsistent with what you say 
you believe. Well, prodigal, God’s not mad at you, but it’s time to come home. It’s time to come 
home because you need to understand out there on the perimeter, the enemy booby traps 
things, there are snares out there. And the farther we stay away, and if we continue doing things 
we know aren’t right, our hearts become calloused. 
 
So it’s time to come home. It’s time to rededicate your life to Him, to go full in, nothing held 
back. If you’ve never made Jesus the Lord of your life, I want to give you an opportunity to pray 
with me. He won’t turn you away. And you might think, “Well, listen. Pastor, you don’t know what 
I’ve done.” No, I don’t. But before you ever did it, Jesus died on the cross for that sin. He paid 
the price for it so you could go free. I’m telling you, you can get a fresh start. You can get a  
fresh start. 



Listening Ears and Obedient Hearts 

Page 11 of 11 

 
I know this goes into prisons, actually, right around the world. I met a man one day who’d been 
in Pelican Bay, got saved watching our broadcast. I don’t have time to tell the whole story, but, 
oh my, absolutely moving. God turned his life around in what’s considered the most maximum-
security prison in our country. God’s reaching you wherever you are. It doesn’t matter your past. 
What are you going to do now with Jesus?  
 
Pilate there, after they said, “Crucify Him,” and he gave Jesus over, he washed his hands like, 
“Okay, I’m washing my hands of this.” Friend, you can’t wash your hands of Jesus. Every one  
of us got Jesus on our hands. What are you going to do with Him? You got Jesus on your 
hands. What are you going to do? Are you going to say yes, or are you going to turn your back?  
 
I want to lead you in a simple prayer. If it helps you, you can close your eyes, bow your head 
right now. I can give you the words, but that’s all I can do, but if you’ll tie a sincere heart around 
those words and speak them to God, God will meet you.  
 
Won’t you pray after me? Say: 
 

Oh, God, I come to You now with all of my heart. I believe Jesus Christ is Your Son.  
I believe He willingly went to the cross to die for my sins. He paid my penalty. I believe 
on the third day, He was raised from the dead. Jesus, I ask You now to come into  
my life. Be my Lord. Be my Savior. In Your name, I pray. Amen.  

 
So good. So good. 
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