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Hello friend, I'm so glad that you joined me today. What I'm going to share with you, in my
opinion, is so foundational and so essential to the life of faith that if you don't get this, you

will not walk by faith. If you don't walk by faith, you cannot please God because the Bible says,
“Without faith, it is impossible to please Him.” Not hard, not difficult, it is impossible to please
God without faith. The Scripture says, “The just will walk by faith and not by sight.” We're going
to delve into a story here of Jesus and His friend Lazarus, who died. I'm just going to take some
of the verses from here and kind of give you a bit of background about it. There's something that
Jesus says, just a couple of words that are so packed with truth and meaning that, as | said, it
literally is foundational to our walk with faith and foundational to pleasing God.

Lazarus, Mary, and Martha were all siblings, and Jesus loved them. He would go stay in their
home in Bethany. Jesus is in that general area. The Jews have sort of been whipped into this
frenzy by unseen forces. Obviously, we know the thief, the devil, comes to steal, kill, and
destroy. They're going to stone Jesus, and He escapes. So, He is gone. He sort of left the
boiling cauldron of hatred and murder and just left them there seething, wanting to kill Him,

but He's gone. Right after He goes, He gets a message from Mary and Martha that their brother
Lazarus is sick, and He needs to come back to that same area and do something for His friend.
If we took time to read the whole story, when Jesus finally does announce to the disciples, “Hey,
we need to go for Lazarus.” They say, “Look, the Jews of late sought to stone You and You're
going there again?” Jesus says some interesting things by way of metaphor, symbolism. He's
basically saying, “Look, | have light from the Holy Spirit. | have illumination that it's safe to go
back there now.” They're fully expecting to die with Him. Thomas says, “Okay, let's go so that
we can die with Him.” So, that's sort of what's going on here. The story opens up, and again,
this is the setting. Jesus has just left. Here comes the message. “Now a certain man,” this is
John 11:1-4 NKJV,

! Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2 It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet
with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.  Therefore the sisters sent to Him,
saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.” * When Jesus heard that, He said,
“This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.”

| like the message Bible. It says, “This will be an occasion to display God's glory” or something
to that effect. Verses 5-8 NKJV,

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. ¢ So, when He heard that he
was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was. ’ Then after this He
said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ® The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi,
lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You going there again?”

| talked about that briefly. Jesus comes and says, “Hey, aren't there 12 hours in the day? If you
walk in the light, you're not going to stumble.” Basically, metaphorically and symbolically saying,
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“I've received illumination. It's safe for us to go back there now.” The disciples wouldn't have
understood all that, but there you have it. So, Jesus comes back, and they've already laid
Lazarus in the tomb. The guy has died. We pick it up in verses 38—44 NKJV. Jesus is standing
outside of the tomb. It says,

%8 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone lay against it. *° Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of him
who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been
dead four days.” %° Jesus said to her, “Did | not say to you that if you would believe
you would see the glory of God?” #* Then they took away the stone from the place
where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, | thank
You that You have heard Me. %2 And | know that You always hear Me, but because of
the people who are standing by | said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.”
43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
forth!” 4 And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and
his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.”

So, we have Lazarus restored back to life again. Jesus stands there before the tomb, and He
says, “Father, thank You that You have heard Me.” Indicating that He had already prayed and
communicated with the Father about this. “Father, | thank You that You have,” past tense,
‘heard Me.” Well, in a sense, we have in the story that Jesus has communicated with the
Father. The message that Jesus gave to the messengers when they came to bring back to Mary
and Martha was, “Hey, this sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of
God may be glorified through it. It's not going to be fatal. It's going to be an occasion for God's
glory.” Jesus was making a declaration of faith, a statement that resonated between His heart
and the Father's heart. What He said was prompted by and in communion with the Holy Spirit.
I'll tell you why | say that. In John 14:10 NKJV, Jesus said this,

10 “Do you not believe that | am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that
| speak to you | do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me
does the works.”

So, Jesus said, “Listen, the words | speak, I'm not speaking on My own authority. This is

from the Father.” Jesus just didn't randomly say things. When He made that statement, “This
sickness is not unto death, it's going to be an occasion for God's glory. The Son of God is going
to be glorified.” He said that by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Listen to that same verse, John
14:10, from the Message Bible. Jesus said,

10 Don’t you believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that
| speak to you aren’t mere words. | don’t just make them up on my own. The Father
who resides in me crafts each word into a divine act.

So, when Jesus, again, made that statement, He was saying that in communication,
communion with the Father, anointed by, inspired by the Spirit of God, that's how He could
stand there before the tomb and say, “Father, | thank You that You've heard Me. You heard
Me when | said, ‘This sickness is not going to end in death, but the Son of God is going to be
glorified through it. Now, Jesus said, “I thank You that You've heard Me.” But wait a minute.
“What about the testimony of the family that has seen him dead? What about the doctor who
has already pronounced him dead? What about the stench of death that fills your own nostrils?
What about the circumstances, the physical facts, and even your own physical senses are
telling You, Jesus, that it did not work? The Father didn't hear You. It's obvious to everyone.
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Everyone and everything points to the fact that it didn't work. You may have prayed. You may
have spoken words to the Father, but hey, Jesus, it didn't work. Lazarus is dead. He’s been
dead for four days. Everybody knows it.” But this short prayer reveals to us, as | said a moment
ago, one of the most foundational principles of faith that we must believe that God has heard us,
even when, especially when, there is no physical evidence to support it. There are two
immensely important words that we must learn to utter to the Father once we have prayed, and
those two words express faith like no other. “Thank You.” Jesus said, “Thank You that You've
heard Me”. Again, everything screamed that the Father obviously has not heard You, Jesus. But
Jesus stood before that tomb and said, “Thank You that You've heard Me.” | want to talk to you
about the thank yous of faith. Listen to this. Philippians 4:6 NKJV

¢ Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.

“Be anxious for nothing.” Don't worry about anything, not about your children, not about your
job, not about your health, not about the economy, not about who's in office, not about the
government, not about your neighbor who's disputing the property line, and not about what's
going on at work. Be anxious, don't worry about anything, but in everything, in every
circumstance, in every situation by prayer and supplication, literally prayer is a general

word for worship, for prayer, but supplication means a definite specific request. So, in every
circumstance, make your definite, specific request to God with thanksgiving. In other words,
when you pray, you need to say, “Thank You.” If you haven't learned to say “thank you” after
you've prayed, the prayer is not complete yet. “With thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known to God.” Then, it says, “The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” So, when we pray, we need to learn to
say, “Thank You.”

I had a friend. His name was Norman Gordon. Norman has been in heaven for many, many
decades now. He was an older gentleman when | got to know him. We became dear friends,
and | had him often in the church. He was a great preacher, a great preacher of faith. He had
actually worked in the tent revivals in the 40s and the 50s for one of the most well-known
traveling healing evangelists during that healing revival that swept our nation. Actually, he was
best friends with this man who had one of the largest tents in the nation at that time. It said that
this particular evangelist kind of had reckless faith. Well, my friend Norman was actually working
the cameras this one night. Filming on those old cameras, what was going on. They had a
prayer line where people would come up, and one by one, the evangelist prayed for each one.
A man came up, and Norman told me this story personally. He had a large, assuming
cancerous growth on his face, but he said it was very difficult to look at. It was large and
misshapen and just not very pretty at all. He went up. The evangelist laid hands on him and
prayed for him. The guy went back to his seat. Well, in every service after that first night, they
would have a time for testimonies. People who had been healed in a previous service came up,
whether it was with their holding their crutches or just to say, “Hey, | hadn't been able to bend
over for 10 years, and look at this!” They would bend over. This person said, “| was on crutches,
and God healed my feet,” or whatever. They would give their testimonies.

This guy, with the growth still on his face, got in the testimony line the next night. When he got
on the mic, he said, “l just want to testify that last night when brother so-and-so prayed for me,
God healed me of the growth on my face.” “Everybody,” my friend Norman said, “People are
looking at each other. It's kind of uncomfortable.” It's like, “Hey, it's obviously still there. You
can't say God healed you. It's still there.” Anyway, the next night, testimony line, he gets up
again the second night. Testifies again, “I just want to say on the first night of the crusade,
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I came up in the prayer line, brother so-and-so laid hands on me, and | got healed of this
cancerous growth on my face.” He did the same thing the third night. Norman said, “It was just
really uncomfortable, especially since he'd come back and sit in the section where he'd sit. The
people next to him would just like look at him, and they'd shake their heads.” Anyway, the next
night, | believe it was the fourth night of the crusade, he came, and his face was totally normal.
Brand new skin on his face. He had the growth in a jar. He told them, “I was shaving.” He said,
“Because it was so big like that, | could only kind of shave up to the edge of it.” So, there's sort
of whiskers growing around the outside of it that he couldn't really shave because of that thing
growing there. He said, “I was shaving, and that thing just fell off my face into the sink. | looked
up in the mirror, and there was brand new skin there. So, | got it. | put it in the jar. and here it is.’
So, the whole place just went wild, just went wild. The question everyone was asking was,
“When did it happen?” Everybody said, “When did it happen? When did it happen?” Norman
said, “This was the man's response. He said, ‘It happened several nights ago when the
evangelist laid hands on me and prayed for me. That's when | was healed.” A lot of people
were scratching their heads, and they didn't understand. He understood for himself something
about faith. He believed that he received it when he prayed. Listen to these verses from 1 John
5:14 NKJV. It says,

i

14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to
His will, He hears us.

That is, the Lord hears us. If we ask anything according to His will, we can be confident that He
hears us. The next verse says,

15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we have asked of Him.

Somebody says, “Well, that's fine. But how do you know if what you're praying for is God's will?
Nobody knows what the will of the Lord is.” Friend, you can know God's will. Ephesians 5:17
NKJV says,

17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

God wouldn't tell us to understand what His will is if we couldn't know it. To put it simply, God's
Word is His will. If He has promised something, it is His will. God does not make promises that
He does not intend to keep. If God has made a specific promise that applies to us as believers,
a promise that is for any member of the body of Christ, of the church, then that is His will. Also,

| think we understand Jesus said, “When the Holy Spirit comes, He'll not speak on His own
authority, but He'll take the things that belong to the Father, the things that belong to Me, He'll
reveal and transmit them to you. He'll show you things to come. When the Holy Spirit comes,
He'll guide you. He will speak.” So, | think we understand that there is also specific things,
maybe specific to our situation or to our particular calling in life that the Holy Spirit will reveal

to us that is God's will and His plan for us. Example, | happen to pastor a church and there are
some things that the Spirit of God whispered to me many years ago in the place of prayer that

| knew were going to come to pass. Every single one of those things has come to pass. It may
not be a scriptural promise that's going to be applicable to someone in another field of work or
someone else, but they are things that | know God had put in my heart. They were His will, and
He'd reveal them to me. But there are things that the Scriptures specifically teach us that belong
to us as believers, and that are part of our inheritance, things that God has promised to us as
New Testament believers. And if He promised them, they are His will. So, if | pray according to
those things, | have the confidence that | know that He's heard me. If | know that He's heard me,
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| know that | have, present tense, the things that | have asked of Him. 1 John 5:15, this is from
the Amplified Classic. It says,

15 And if (since) we [positively] know that He listens to us in whatever we ask, we also
know [with settled and absolute knowledge] that we have [granted us as our present
possessions] the requests made of Him.

So, if | prayed according to God's will, something that's clearly revealed in His Word, as part

of His plan for me, as a member of His Church, as the body of Christ, as a blood-washed,
redeemed member of God's family, | positively know that He listens to me in whatever | ask.
Again, | want to read this. “We also know with settled and absolute knowledge that we have
granted us as our present possessions the requests we made of Him.” That's even before we
see them, before we can touch them, taste them, handle them, and we have them granted to us
as our present-tense possessions. In that verse, there are two “we knows.” We know He hears
us. We know that we have. Jesus said, “Father, | know that You always hear Me.” He said,

‘I know it.” Well, these verses in 1 John 5 say, “We know. Definitely, with confidence, we know.”
When we know the Father hears us, even when we are faced with contrary evidence, our hearts
and lips will still say, “Thank You.” | have a friend who actually happens to be a pastor. He told
the story once. He was, actually; | invited him to speak in our church. This was a long time ago,
probably 30 years ago, maybe 30 years ago. He shared the story that he had this terrible skin
condition. He said it was unsightly. He said it itched like fire. He said it felt like his body was on
fire 24/7.

| mean, every day. It was beneath his clothing, so you couldn't see it. He said, “But man, | knew
it was there.” He said, “I couldn't sit. | couldn't walk. | couldn't sleep without just being tormented
by this thing.” He said, “When | take my shirt off, take my pants off, my wife could see this skin
condition was just clinging to me.” He said, “I prayed, and | prayed, and | prayed.” | think he got
creams and salves and went to the doctor, and all these things were prescribed. Nothing
worked, and nothing happened. He prayed and prayed, but no relief. He said it was that way
for years. So, he has this skin condition. It's extremely irritating, certainly not life-threatening,
but extremely irritating. It's unsightly, and it's been that way for years. He said, “I prayed, and

| prayed, and | prayed, and nothing happened.” He said, “Then, one day, | realized something.”
He talked about Mark 11:23-24. Verse 24, Mark 11, King James version says,

24 Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

It dawned on him, “Wait a minute. | wanted to have this, and then believed | received it. | wanted
to have a physical manifestation.” He said, “The way | was looking at it is that once the redness,
the bumps, and all that disappeared and the itchiness left, then | would receive it, and | would
thank God for it. But it never happened. Week after week, month after month, year after year,

| prayed. | tried to get it taken care of medically. Nothing happened.” He said, “It dawned on me
that day as | was reading Jesus' Words, ‘What things soever you desire, when you pray, believe
that you receive them when you pray and you will have them.” He said, “Suddenly, it dawned
on me that my part was to believe that | received it.” Again, the Amplifed Bible says, “Believe
that it has been granted to you and you will get it.” God's part is seeing that we have it, that it
physically manifests or shows up. Our part is to believe that we receive it. He said, “It changed
everything.” He said, “I had it absolutely backward.” He said, “So, | prayed.” He said, “| based

it on the Scriptures that said, ‘By Jesus' stripes, | was healed and surely He's borne my
sicknesses and carried my pains.”” He said, “| saw that the work was already done.” He said,
“But | had never received it by faith.” Hebrews 11:1 NKJV,
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! Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

If we can see it, we don't need faith for it. Until it shows up, my evidence is God's promise. My
evidence is God's Word. “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.” So, he said, “This is what | did.” He said, “| just prayed.” He said, “Father, forgive me for
all those prayers. All those years, | prayed in unbelief, just hoping and waiting for You to do it.

| was going to wait and wait and say, ‘Thank You’ once You did it.” “But,” he said, “| realized that
| have to believe that | receive it now.” So, he said, “Father, according to Your Word, according
to what You declared, Jesus has borne my sicknesses, carried my pains. | receive right now by
faith the answer. | believe it's been granted to me. | thank You for healing me. Thank You for
hearing me. | thank You that it's done.” There was no physical evidence that anything had
changed. But within about, | think it was 48 or 72 hours, that condition had cleared up, left,

and never visited him again. He said, “Once | got it right.” He said, “Hoping that it was going to
happen in the future, waiting that God was going to do it, keep praying that He was going to do
it and waiting to say, “Thank You,” once it happened.” He said, “That was not faith. Faith was
when | stood like Jesus did before Lazarus' tomb and saying, ‘Father, | thank You that You have
heard Me.”

Janet and | have been married for 42 years, going on 43 years now. When we were first
married, | was an assistant pastor in a church and my salary was $300 a month, which
obviously is a lot more, was a lot more then than it is now. | also worked on the side as a

glass man. | was a glass installer. Janet worked a couple of days as a nurse. Between our two
salaries, we had enough to pay the rent on our little apartment, to pay all of our utilities, and to
put some food on the table. Certainly, we always gave the first part back to God's house. But
there wasn't a lot of extra. We were living by a pretty thin margin. We were newlyweds. We'd
never been on a vacation. | think I'd been in the church a year, and | had a week off. | had a
little Volkswagen bus at the time. So, we're going to take our very first vacation together. | have
a whole week off. So, she got that week off from the hospital. We didn't have money, but we
planned to drive up the California coast, drive up the Oregon coast, about as far as Washington.
We're going to sleep in the van. We do not have money for a hotel. We didn't even have enough
for one hotel night.

Back then, hotels were not expensive, and we barely got enough money to get a little bit of food
on the way. So, we figured out what it would cost for gasoline and food the whole way. We're
going to sleep in my van. We're just going to find little places to pull off the road and little
beaches to park at. We're going to sleep in the back of the van. We figured that we could do
this for $400. | think we had maybe 20 something dollars between us at the time. We'd paid all
our bills. Everything was current. We're happy. So, we prayed, and we asked God, “Lord, we're
going to take this vacation. We need $400. We just ask you to supply it in Jesus’ name.” We
prayed for several days, and nothing happened. No avenues opened up for extra work or
anything for me. the day came. So, we packed up my little van. Somebody rang us and said,
“Hey, on your way out of town, would you mind stopping by our house? We just want to say
goodbye to you. We'll see you at the end of the week, but we wanted to say goodbye.” | said,
“Okay.” So, we got in the van, and we're going to leave by faith. So, with our, whatever it was,
$27, $28 that we had. True story. We get in, and we're just going to head up. | mean, we
prayed, and we thanked God. “Father, thank You for that $400.” We were thanking Him and
praising Him for it.

We stopped by these people's house. | go up to the door to knock and say, “Hey, you guys
wanted us to come by? We're on our way out of town right now.” They said, “We're so glad
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you came by. God spoke to us. We're supposed to give something to you.” They put an
envelope in my hand. We said, “Thank you.” They said, “That's it. You can go.” | said, “Okay.”
We got in the van. We're driving down the street. Janet opens up the envelope. There's $400 in
the envelope. I'll tell you what, we had the time of our lives. We slept in little beaches. One time,
we slept in a parking lot. | still remember that up in Washington, we got a piece of smoked
salmon, and $400 was all we needed. But we learned to say the thank you of faith. My friend,
faith says “thank you” before the physical manifestation arrives, before things change. The just
shall walk by faith. Without faith, it is impossible to please God. So, | want to encourage you to
walk by faith, faith in God's promises, faith in His declarations, and not by sight.
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