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Hello friend, I'm so glad that you are with me today. | want to invite you to just sit down for

the next few minutes and get into the Word of God with me. God's Word can change us. It is
supernatural. Jesus said, “The words that | speak to you are spirit and they are life.” He also
said, “If you abide in My Word, you'll be My disciples indeed. You will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.” It will make you free. | believe there is going to be some liberating power
coming forth as we get into the Word of God. | don't know if you were with me last time, but we
began talking about the thank yous of faith. Jesus got news that His friend Lazarus was sick. In
the Greek language, Lazarus was sick and getting sicker. Jesus stays several more days where
He is after He gets the news. Then, released by the Holy Spirit, He has illumination that it's safe
to go back into that area where the Jews were previously trying to stone Him. You can read all
of that in John 11. When He finally shows up, Lazarus has been dead for four days already.
Jesus stands before the tomb. He prays and says, “Father, | thank You that You've heard Me.”

Now, that indicates that He had already communicated with the Father, that He had already
prayed, and that He had already talked to the Father about the situation. The only record we
have of that is back in the beginning of John 11 when the messengers came, and Jesus made a
statement, “This sickness is not unto death but that the Son of God might be glorified through it.”
| like what the message Bible says. “It will be an occasion to bring glory to God that the Son of
God may be glorified.” Now, when Jesus was making that statement, He said that in communion
with and to the Father. He said in John 14, | believe it's verse 10, “The words that | speak, |
don't just make them up. They're from the Father.” Again, the message Bible says, “The Father
makes each word. He crafts each word into a work.” So, the thing that Jesus said when He first
got that news about Lazarus, He said it inspired by the Spirit of God. His heart was resonating
with the Father's heart. So, the Father heard Him when He said that.

But if you think about it, here's Jesus standing outside of the tomb. He said, “Father, this
sickness,” He'd previously said, “This sickness will not be fatal. It will not end in death. God wiill
be glorified.” And you think, “Well, Jesus, it's obvious the Father didn't hear You. It didn't work.
We have the testimony of all the people who saw Lazarus dead. We have the testimony of the
doctor who pronounced him dead. The stench of death is filling your own nose. All of the
circumstances say it didn't work. Jesus, this time, the Father didn't hear You.” And yet, Jesus,
in the face of all of that contradictory evidence, says, “Father, | thank You that You've heard
Me.” Then, He said, “Remove the stone.” He says with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.”
And, of course, Lazarus came out bound in the grave clothes. Jesus said, “Father, | thank You
that You have heard Me.” The Scripture says the just are to walk by faith. We're to live by faith
and not by sight. Without faith, it's impossible to please God. When we pray, we need to learn
to say, “Thank You, Father, that You've heard me.” Even when all the evidence around us is
shouting, “It's obvious He didn't hear you. It's obvious He didn't work.” No, if we ask anything,
1 John 5, “Ask anything according to His will. We know that He hears us. And if we know that
He hears us, we know we have the petitions that we desired of Him.” Listen to this; it's
Philippians 4:6a NKJV,
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® Be anxious for nothing, (Don't worry about anything.) but in everything by prayer and
supplication...

The word supplication means “definite, specific requests.” But in every circumstance or
situation, by prayer and specific definite requests, Philippians 4:6b NKJV

...with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.

Until we say, “Thank You,” our prayer is not complete. We need to learn to say the thank yous
of faith. When we pray, when we make that definite request, we need to learn to say, “Thank
You.” Now, if you don't believe God has heard you, you're not going to say, “Thank You.” If
you're hoping that He heard you, there is no point in saying, “Thank You.” If you're just going

to wait, wonder, and see whether it happens, and if you know it happens, you'll know that God
heard you, and wait to say, “Thank You,” then, well, it's a good thing to say, “Thank You,” then,
but it's not a thank you of faith. Faith says, “Thank You,” in advance. Hebrews 11:1 NKJV says,

! Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Faith has to do with substance, and it has to do with evidence. It's the substance of things
we hope for. It's the evidence of things not seen. If | can't see it, faith is my evidence in the
meantime, that is faith in God's Word.

17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Romans 4:17, or excuse me, Romans 10:17 NKJV. So, His Word, faith in His Word, faith in His
promise, becomes my evidence until the thing that | prayed for arrives in a physical sense. It's
so important to understand that. When | first got saved, there were some people who helped me
understand faith. | remember this lady, one day, she was obviously sick. | mean, she didn't look
good at all. She looked, as they said, like death warmed over. | said, “Man, you don't look so
good. You're sick.” I'm a brand-new Christian. She said, “Bayless, | believe that I'm healed. By
Jesus' stripes, I'm healed.” | said, “Well, you don't look healed to me.” And she just sort of rolled
her eyes. She took the time to explain to me something that helped me immensely. She said,
“Bayless, listen, | am not denying that | feel awful right now. | am not denying the fact that my
body is burning up with a fever. I'm not denying the fact that | look terrible right now. But, the
Bible says that faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” She
said, “I've prayed according to God's Word. God's Word declares that surely Jesus has borne
my sicknesses and carried my pains.” She said, “If He bore it, if He carried it, then | don't have
to have it. He did that by substitution. The Scripture declares that by Jesus' stripes, | was
healed. So, | have prayed, and | have received that healing by faith. | have thanked God for it.

| am not denying the physical symptoms. I'm not denying that they exist. | don't deny that | feel
terrible. | don't deny the fact that | look horrible right now.” She said, “But, | am thanking God by
faith. I'm healed by faith. I'm not saying that it's physically manifested yet. In the meantime, until
my healing shows up, | have faith in God's promise as my evidence, and | am thanking Him
forit.”

I thought about that. | thought that actually makes sense to me. It's not a denial that the
circumstances exist. It's just faith in God who can change those circumstances. | believe that
He's heard me when I've prayed. The New Testament talks about the law of faith. The Greek
word used for law certainly refers to the law of Moses and laws as we understand them, things
that are prohibited, things that allowed by law. But it's an ancient Greek word, and it's also the
word used to help describe physical, natural laws that exist. We talk about the law of gravity. All
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right, it's a law. If | take this cup of tea right now, if | drop it, well, the law of gravity is going to go
into effect, and that teacup is going to fall and maybe going to shatter. Certainly, the tea is going
to spill out of it. By the way, | have a really nice cup of tea right now, but I'll wait to drink that
later, even if it's cold. | like tea. So, the word law that's used there talking about the law of faith
in the Greek language, it, among other things, refers to laws, things that exist, and principles
that exist. Think of it this way: faith is a law. Now faith is, according to Hebrews 11:1, “Faith is
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Faith changes things. If you
go on in that chapter, it talks about men and women who, through faith, changed their world,
who, through faith overcame armies, who, through faith, were made strong, who, through faith,
saw this happen and saw that happen and conceive when it was impossible for them to have

a child. By faith, they did this. By faith, they did that. Their faith changed the circumstances
around them. According to the first verse, “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.” They believed God even when they didn't have the physical
evidence in front of them.

So, let's say, again, you take the law of gravity, okay? It exists. We don't deny that it exists, but
there are also other laws. There is the law of lift, something that human beings have discovered.
So, we have made airplanes. An airplane can go down the runway, and the air passes over and
under the wings of that plane, and the law of lift begins to exert itself. And that plane that is
much heavier than this little cup of tea right here, | mean, it weighs tons, and tons, and tons,
and tons. The law of lift begins to lift that plane. Well, what's happening? The law of lift is a
higher law than the law of gravity. The law of lift takes over, and it defies the law of gravity,

and that plane lifts off. There are certain laws. There is the law of sin and death. There are
other laws that are at work, but the law of faith is a higher law. When | apply it, the law of

faith will overcome the law of sin and death. The law of faith will overcome sickness, disease,
depression, and all of the things that Christ has died to redeem us from. So, it'll lift me up and
out of those circumstances once | learn to walk by faith and apply faith. It's so important. Listen
to these verses. In the Scriptures, Abraham is cited as the father of faith. In fact, we're even told
to walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had, to emulate his faith, and to
follow his faith. Listen to this, Romans 4:17. As it is written, now this is God speaking. This is
God's promise to Abraham. Faith is always based on a promise. You can talk to people
sometimes, and they're saying, “I'm believing God.” “Okay. What promise are you standing

on? What promises come alive to you through the Scriptures?” “Well, nothing in particular.”
Well, that's probably what you're going to get, nothing in particular. If you take away the Word of
God, the promises of God, faith has no foundation. “Faith comes by hearing, the hearing by the
Word of God.” So again, Romans 4:17 NKJV, “As it is written,” and this is what the Lord spoke
to Abraham.

17 (As it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) in the presence of Him
whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do
not exist as though they did.

So, Abraham is 100, Sarah is like 90, and they have never had a child. The Bible says he had
one foot in the grave. She is past the age of childbearing. She has been barren her entire life.
God says, ‘I have made you the father of many nations.” God is calling something that was not
as though it was. When God calls something that is not as though it was, He authorizes us to do
the same thing in our specific circumstances. So, He said, “Abraham, I've made you the father
of many nations.” Interestingly enough, God changed his name from Abram, father of height and
father of altitude, to Abraham, father of nations. So, God says, “I've made you the father of
many nations.” Then, he changed his name. So, from that day forward, Abraham did the same
thing God did. Every time they said, “What's your name?” “I'm the father of nations.” “You are
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not the father of nations! Your wife has never had a baby.” “No, God calls things that are not
as though they were. He's authorized me to do the same. He changed my wife's name too. Her
name used to be Sarai, and now it's Sarah, which means young princess. So, every time | call
to her across the camp and go, ‘Hey, young princess.’ | know everybody scratches their heads
and says, ‘Young princess? She's 90 years old. She's never had a kid. You're calling her a
young princess? You're referring to yourself as the father of nations? That's crazy.” “No, that's
faith because God said it about us. We are saying it about ourselves.” There was no physical
evidence when God first made that declaration, but they began to call themselves the same.

It goes on talking about Abraham, Romans 4:18a NKJV

18 _..who, contrary to hope, in hope believed...

Meaning when all hope in the natural had perished. He continued to hope on because God had
said something. It says, Romans 4:18b NKJV

...so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So
shall your descendants be.”

Now, notice that again, “As it is written,” and “According to what was spoken.” Your faith has

to be according to what has been spoken about you. It has to be according to what has been
written about you. | say this all the time, but dear friend, beloved Christ follower, you need to
have a love affair with your Bible. Read it every day. Spend time in the New Testament. Find
out where it's been written about you. Find the promises that have been given to you as a
believer. Find the promises that are made to Christ’s followers and members of the church.
Have a love affair with God's Book. As you spend time meditating, and actually, the Hebrew
word for meditate means to “reflect upon, to think deeply about, to go over and over.” It even
carries with it the thought of muttering and murmuring to yourself, saying over and over, “Faith
comes by hearing, hearing by the Word.” Read those promises and don't just race through it.
Read it over and over. It would do you more good to read the same chapter over, and over,
and over for a month than it would for you to just read sporadically or to race through the whole
New Testament. Just reflect upon it. As you do, the Holy Spirit will accentuate. He will highlight
certain verses, and promises to you. They will come alive in your heart. Friend, that's when faith
comes, when the Holy Spirit speaks. In fact, again, Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith comes
by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.” The word for word there is the word Rhema. It
literally means “the spoken Word of God.” It's when the Holy Spirit speaks something to your
heart. There's another word for the collective Word of God, that's the Logos. You could say
that's the entirety of God's Word. Well, listen, Rhema comes out of the Logos. When | spend
time in the Logos reading God's Word, when | read it prayerfully, when | read it carefully,

when | spend time on it, and when | linger, the Holy Spirit will speak to me. Faith comes when
the Holy Spirit speaks. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the spoken Word of God. Yes,
when we speak it ourselves, that's part of it. But the Holy Spirit will speak to our hearts as well.
Again, have a love affair with God's Book. It'll change your life. I'm not done with these verses.
So, Abraham believed according to what was spoken. It went on, and says,

Romans 4:19-20a NKJV

19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since
he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. % He did not
waver at the promise of God...

So, there it is again, “As it is written, according to what was spoken,” and here it talks about
the promise of God. Romans 4:20-22 NKJV
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20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in
faith, giving glory to God, ?* and being fully convinced that what He had promised He
was also able to perform. 22 And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.”

| love this here. It says, “He didn't waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was
strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, saying thank you to God.” He was glorifying God for
the promise before it ever came to pass. My friend, that is why it came to pass. The Living Bible
from that verse says, “He praised God for this blessing even before it happened.” Again, he set
forth as an example to follow when it comes to our faith. What difficulty or impossibility are you
facing right now? We began by talking about Jesus standing before the tomb of Lazarus,
saying, “Father, | thank You that You've heard Me.” What are you facing right now? Can you
stand before the tomb of a desolate financial situation and say, “Father, | thank You that You
hear me. | thank You for favor, opportunities, and open doors.”? Can you stand before the
tomb of an unsaved family member and say, “God, | thank You that they will come forth into
the glorious liberty and light of the Son of God.”? Or maybe before the tomb that represents an
illness or the culmination of a series of bad choices. Do you believe that God can and wants to
bring you out and turn things around for you? Now, it may not happen in an hour. It may not
happen in a day. It may not happen in a week. It may not happen in a month. But can you
believe that God will guide you, be merciful to you, and bring you into a new and brighter
season? Can you say “Thank You” again, based on His promise?

| remember one time, and | actually thought pretty deeply about it; it's a pretty mundane thing in
a sense. | was going to fly overseas, and | had a fairly early morning flight. | think it was like an
8 a.m. flight. So, my assistant and friend at the time, his name was Edgar. Edgar says, “Okay,
Pastor, I'm going to pick you up at 5:15 a.m. tomorrow. We need to get you to the airport in
plenty of time for the flight. It's international. So, you probably need an hour and 45 minutes or
whatever. I'll pick you up at 5:15 in the morning.” So, do you know what | did? | said, “Thank
you.” That was it. | said, “Thank you. I'll see you then.” Then, | didn't stay up all night wringing
my hands, worrying whether he was going to come. Do you know what | did? | went ahead and
packed my bag that night. | set my alarm for 4:45 a.m., and | went to bed. He said he was going
to pick me up at 5:15 a.m. | said, “Okay, thank you. See you then.” Then, | prepared, and then

| just rested and went to sleep. Do you know what? He was there at 5:15 a.m. He got me to the
airport at 6:15 a.m. | was there in plenty of time for my flight. Once you say “Thank You” to God,
prepare and then rest. Our part is to receive the promise, to pray, and to thank Him. His part is
to make it happen. You can't do God's part, and He will not do your part. It's so important that as
believers, we need to learn to say the thank yous of faith. When God calls things that are not as
though they were, 1 Peter 2:24 NKJV speaks about Jesus, just one example,

24 Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins,
might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.

Now, Isaiah 53:4-5, where that promise is taken from, says that surely He's borne our
sicknesses and carried our pains. By His stripes, we are healed.” That's looking forward to
Calvary future. First Peter 2:24 is looking back to Calvary past. It's already accomplished. It
says, “By His stripes, we were healed.” God is considering it an already accomplished fact.
Listen, there is nothing more that God can do for your healing. There are other things as well.
Christ has already done it. He's already taken the stripes on His back. He has already died for
your sins. There is nothing more He can do to deliver you from your sin. The work is finished.
He sat down at the Father's right hand because the work was done. There is nothing more that
Christ needs to do to deliver you from your depression or your oppression. The Bible says He
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was oppressed, yet He didn't open His mouth. He was led as a sheep to the slaughter. A sheep
before its shearers is silent. He didn't open His mouth. Well, He didn't open His mouth so that
we can. He was the one who was oppressed. He took our sin upon Himself. He took the curse
upon Himself. “By His stripes, we are healed.” He paid for it all at Calvary.

Everything was taken care of. All of the curses that came upon humanity. That's why when
Moses is in the wilderness, the people are dying due to the snake bites because of their
disobedience and their complaining. Moses goes to God, and God said, “Make a serpent and
put it up on a pole. Everyone who looks at it will live.” The Bible says, “Everyone who looked at
that serpent of bronze on the pole lived.” They were healed of their snake bites, and they were
forgiven for their sin against God and against Moses. But the Hebrews says, “Everyone who
looked with a steady and absorbing gaze.” It wasn't a quick glance. Jesus said in John 3, “As
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up.” Well,
we know the serpent is a type of the devil. It's a type of the curse. It's a type of everything that
has gone wrong with the human race. When Christ died upon the cross. Yes, He died as the
Lamb of God, but He identified with the serpent on that pole. The Bible says in the book of
Galatians that cursed is everyone who hangs upon a tree that the blessing of Abraham might
come to us. When Jesus died upon Calvary's tree, He took the curse of sin and everything that's
gone wrong with the human race because of the entrance of sin into humanity in the Garden of
Eden. He became a curse so that | could be blessed. So, the work has been done. The work
has been accomplished. God, in His Word, declares, “Hey, this has been finished.” Now, “Faith
comes by hearing, hearing by the Word of God.” So, we preach the Word of God to people.

Let's just take the aspect of forgiveness and redemption in the sense of being born again, being
made part of God's family. How can they believe in Him whom they've not heard? How can they
hear without a preacher? How can they preach except they be sent? So, we have to preach the
gospel to people, and we preach that strongly. You can hear that in almost every church every
Sunday morning. You can hear it on the radio. You can hear it on the TV. You can hear it
through every social media thing there is. | mean, there are voices all around us preaching. “He
who knew no sin was made to be sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in
Him.” Surely, Jesus identified on the cross with the sinfulness of humanity, and the wrath of God
against mankind's sin was poured out upon Jesus. Now, you can be made right with God. As
ambassador, | preach that message and faith comes to the to the sinner, and they put their trust
in a risen Savior. Once they accept what Christ has done for them, they are born again. They
become part of God's family. That's the way it works. You have to hear the Word preached.
Sometimes, people need to hear it again, and again, and again. How many times did you hear
the Word of salvation preached before you put your faith in Christ? Probably more than once.

Now, | say that to say this: We need to preach all the aspects of Christ's redemption. So very
little is preached on the subject of healing. So very little is preached on the fact that the
chastisement needful for us to obtain peace was upon Him by punishment. Yes, Jesus was
chastised so that | could have peace. | don't have to grapple with depression. | don't have to be
filled with fears and worries. Jesus did something about that. You should read Isaiah 53:1-5. It
talks about what Jesus did, why He died on the cross, and what He accomplished for us. So
again, with so little preached about these other aspects of salvation, I'm surprised we get the
amount of results that we do. “Faith comes by hearing, hearing by the Word of God.” In fact, for
some people, maybe even you, the only thing you've ever heard about healing was something
against healing. “Well, you just don't know what God's going to do.” “What happened to so and
s0? How can you explain that?” “God doesn't heal all, and you don't have a right to just expect
to be healed.” Maybe the only things that you've heard on that subject are negative things. In an
environment like that, it is so difficult to have faith. But when you hear preached again and again
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about what Christ has done, by His stripes, you're healed. He was chastised so that you
could have peace. It causes faith to come alive in our hearts. So, with every aspect of Christ's
redemption, we need to learn to say, “Lord, | thank You for what You've done for me. | accept
what You've done by faith, and I'm going to offer thanks now.”

It's God's part to make that a reality for me. It's my part to receive it and to say “Thank You.”
Friend, that is a principle of faith that every believer needs to learn and understand. If you're
watching me right now, and you've lasted this long, | have to say you have to be hungry for
God. If you've never opened your heart to Jesus Christ, listen: He died for you on Calvary's
tree. He paid for your sin. The punishment that was due to you fell upon Jesus Christ, and He
died under the wrath of God against your sins. Your debt has been paid in full after the claims
of God's justice were satisfied. Jesus was raised from the dead. The Bible says if you'll believe
that and confess Him as your Lord, you can be saved. Do it today. In fact, do it now.
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