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Let’s pray.

Father, we just ask You right now to speak to these hearts of ours. We make the
choice to give You and to give Your Word the highest priority in our life right now. To
give You our undivided attention. All of the things that would pull us away mentally and
distract us from hearing from You right now, we just set all of those things aside. Lord,
we ask You to lock us into that inner place with You. Help us to just shut ourselves in
our own hearts to have fellowship with You and to sit at Your feet, Jesus, and to learn
from Your eternal Word. | thank You for touching people’s hearts today. We pray
above everything that the name of Jesus would be lifted high. Amen.

| want to read a verse to you that you probably heard, Ephesians 6:18 NKJV. It says,

8 .. praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to
this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints.

The first part of that is “Praying always with all prayer.” The ERV version says, “Praying with

all kinds of prayer.” Other translations say, “Pray with different kinds of prayer.” There are many
different kinds of prayer spoken of in the Bible. The principles that cover one type of prayer may
not apply to a different type of prayer. Somebody says, “Well, prayer is just prayer.” Well, in a
general sense, yes, but in a specific sense, no. That’s like saying, “Well, sports are sports.”
Sports are sports. Generally, that’s true. But there are different rules that apply to different
sports. | remember when our kids were playing little league and some little boy hit a ground ball
out in the right field. He’s rounding first. He’s going to try and stretch it into a double. Well, the
right fielder field of the ball ran in and fired it at the kid. Hit him in the middle of the back as he’s
getting close to second base and goes, “You’re out. | got you.” Maybe in dodgeball, but that rule
doesn’t apply in baseball. You can’t play baseball with dodgeball rules. You can’t play football
with basketball rules. There are different rules or principles that govern different sports. The
same thing is true in prayer. Just for example, in the New Testament, we're talking about the
prayer of dedication and consecration. James talks about how the Lord Jesus Christ modeled
that. Also, in the book of James, we’re taught specifically about the prayer of faith. He uses
Elijah and the prayer that he prayed as an example of that. Jesus talked about the prayer of
agreement in Matthew 18. There is the prayer for personal edification that Paul spoke about to
the Corinthians. There is the prayer of supplication, prayers of intercession, and many, many
more besides that. In fact, in 1 Timothy 2:1, in that one verse, four different types of prayer are
mentioned. | want you to listen to it. First Timothy 2:1 NKJV,

" Therefore | exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks be made for all men.

Four different types of prayer. We’re going to talk about one of these today. We’re going to talk
about intercession. The word translated intercession is actually a technical word in the original
language. It's a technical term for “approaching a king on the behalf of another.” In a general
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sense, intercession is seeking God on the behalf of others. In a more specific sense, it's coming
to God for one who has no standing with God, coming on their behalf. Many years ago, | was
speaking in the beautiful large city of Onicha in Nigeria. The prince of Onicha was attending the
service that | was speaking at. After the service, he said, “Would you like to come to the royal
palace and meet my father, the King?” We said, “Yeah.” So, we actually got in this motorcade
of all these beautiful cars with little flags on them. Everybody had to get off the road while we
drove in this motorcade to the palace. When we got there, we went into what was the equivalent
of a throne room, and the King was sitting on the throne.

| didn’t walk up and go, “Hey, what’s up, your majesty?” No, | had no approach to him at all.

In fact, we had to stand on one side of the room. There was a guy with a machine gun there.
Somebody went on our behalf and knelt down next to the King, who just looked forward; he
didn’t even look our way, and began to whisper in his ear, telling him who we were and why we
were there. Then, the King nodded his head, and there were certain protocols. They came, and
they gave us each a kola nut, which we had to eat before we went and stood before the King.
Then, we were granted an audience. He shared some things with us and then asked, “Is there
anything | can do for you while you're in my city?” The person who went to him on our behalf
and got us an audience with him was an intercessor.

| remember when our kids were small, Harrison was in trouble. He had a big spanking coming
his way. His little brother, who has always been very tender-hearted, came to me and said,
“‘Dad, don’t spank him. He didn’t do it”. | said, “Spence, it's great that you love your brother,

but he can come to me himself. He doesn’t need an intercessor.” That's what | told Spencer.
“He can have an audience with me at any time. You don’t need to come and plead his case for
him. He doesn’t need an intercessor.” Intercession is mainly for those who have no standing or
for those who don’t know how to come. Backsliders, babes in Christ, but mostly for the lost. We
have a graphic example of this with Abraham as he interceded with God on the behalf of Sodom
and Gomorrah. We're going to read about this in Genesis 18, beginning in verse 17—18 NKJV.
It says,

7 And the Lord said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what | am doing, '® since Abraham
shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall
be blessed in him?”

Genesis 18:20-21 NKJV,

20 And the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great,
and because their sin is very grave, 2! | will go down now and see whether they
have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and
if not, | will know.”

The message Bible of verse 20 says,

20 “The cries of the victims in Sodom and Gomorrah are deafening; the sin of those
cities is immense.”

When Cain killed his brother, Abel, the Scripture says that the blood of Abel cried out from the
ground to God. The cries of the victims in Sodom and Gomorrah and the immensity of that sin
literally was disturbing heaven. The cry was deafening. If you look through all the different
references to Sodom and Gomorrah, and there are many in the Scriptures, in Genesis where
we are, in Isaiah, in Jeremiah, in 2 Peter, in the book of Jude, you find out what their sin was
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about and what was going on. They were prideful. They were arrogant. They defiantly reveled in
their sin before God. It was basically in your face. They celebrated their sinfulness openly, which
included adultery, homosexuality, rape, lying, and dishonesty. It says that they even encouraged
and supported wickedness among the people.

They joyed in it. They gloried in their sin. Just to let you know how bad it was, in Genesis 19,

a couple of angels came. They were in human form. They came to Lot’s house to bring Lot

and his family out of the city. So, Lot, thinking they’re just a couple of men, brings them into

his house. The Scripture says that men, both young and old, from every corner of the city,
everywhere in the city, both young and old, came and surrounded Lot’s house. They demanded
he bring these young men out so that they could sexually abuse them. Absolutely no shame, no
remorse, just openly defiant. “This is what we’re going to do.” The angels blind hundreds of men
out here. They’re suddenly supernaturally blind. Do you know what they did? They kept trying to
get in. Even after they’ve lost their sight, the Bible says they grew weary trying to find the door.

Now, | think that if | suddenly supernaturally became blind and realized that all the other
perpetrators were suddenly supernaturally blind, | might think twice about my course of action
but not them. They are so overcome, so at one with their sin, so brazen, so defiant, so wholly
taken over, that even though they’re blind, they weary themselves still trying to get in to abuse
these men. That’s how bad things were in Sodom and Gomorrah. God, in His mercy and
providence, sent Lot to them. Lot was a righteous man, the Scripture says, in his lifestyle
preached to them, but everybody knew who he was. They accused him. They said, “You’re the
one who keeps trying to tell us how to live. You just moved here as a visitor and you judge us.”
That’s what people do; if you say anything against their sin, if they’re embroiled, then they say,
“‘Don’t judge me. You think you can tell me how to live?” And that’s just what they did. So, God,
in His mercy and providence, sent Lot to them to try and turn them from the judgment that was
coming. It’s just like when God had Noah build the boat. The Bible says, “Noah was a preacher
of righteousness.” For 100 years, while he built that boat, he preached to the people, and they
wouldn’t heed him. You talk about the long suffering of God, there is a picture of it. Always
before God sends judgment, He sends preachers. Always. He sends preachers and sends
warning before He sends judgment. He comes and tells Abraham what’s coming with Sodom
and Gomorrah. We pick the story up in Genesis 18:22-33 NKJV. It says,

22 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still
stood before the Lord. 22 And Abraham came near and said, “Would You also destroy
the righteous with the wicked? 2* Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city;
would You also destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it?
2 Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked,
so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge
of all the earth do right?” 26 So the Lord said, “If | find in Sodom fifty righteous within
the city, then | will spare all the place for their sakes.” 2’ Then Abraham answered and
said, “Indeed now, | who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to
the Lord: 28 Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all
of the city for lack of five?” So He said, “If | find there forty-five, | will not destroy it.”

2 And he spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose there should be forty found
there?” So He said, “I will not do it for the sake of forty.” *° Then he said, “Let not the
Lord be angry, and | will speak: Suppose thirty should be found there?” So He said,

“I will not do it if | find thirty there.” 3" And he said, “Indeed now, | have taken it upon
myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty should be found there?” So He said,

“I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.” 32 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry,
and | will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?” And He said,
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“| will not destroy it for the sake of ten.” ** So the Lord went His way as soon as He
had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place.

Now, what was Abraham’s response to this revelation that judgment and destruction were
coming to Sodom? He prayed. God doesn’t show us something so we can go blab it all over
the street. If He shows you something, it shows that you can pray. Generally, we never pray for
those we gossip about, and we never gossip about those for whom we pray. | want you to also
know that Abraham’s prayer was not a monologue. It was a dialogue. He asked, and then, he
listened. He spoke, and then, he heard. A lot of people when they pray, it’s just talk, talk, talk,
talk, talk, and then they get up and go to the refrigerator. Listen, prayer is a two-way street.
What God has to say is more important than what we have to say. In fact, the most important
part of prayer is the 15 minutes after you say amen, where you get quiet and you listen for the
voice of the Lord, for impressions from the Holy Spirit. Abraham, interesting, was very bold. He
says, “Would you destroy the righteous with the wicked? Far be it from You. Will not the Judge
of all the earth do right?” So bold. We read in Genesis chapters 15 and 17 that Abraham had a
special relationship with God. He had special access and entrance to God that was ratified by
the blood of slain animals. In the New Testament we’re told, Hebrews 4:16 NKJV,

'6 et us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.

And that’s not just in our time of need,; it’s for the time of need for others. Abraham, if he could
approach God so boldly and so directly because of the blood of sacrificed animals, how much
more should we have confidence to come before God because of the shed blood of Jesus
Christ? Hebrews 10:19 NKJV says,

'® Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus . . .
Hebrews 10:22a NKJV says,
22 et us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith . . .

Something else that really helped in Abraham’s prayer was his knowledge of God’s character.
He says, “God, You wouldn’t destroy the righteous with the wicked. Will not the Judge of all the
earth do right?” | think that’s a lesson that some people in the body of Christ need to learn.
They’re not sure that the Judge of all the earth does right. God gets blamed for all sorts of

stuff that He doesn’t do. Sometimes, our own sinful choices bring things into our lives and

then people tend to say, “God, why did You allow this? Why have You allowed all this evil?” My
friend, all that’s wrong in the world is the outgrowth, directly or indirectly, of sin. We do have an
adversary, the devil, who walks about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. We do
live in a fallen world. Men and women continue to sin, and it is never without consequence. The
Bible says, “Sin brings death in all of its different forms.” And though Abraham was bold, “Will
not the Judge of all the earth do right?” There is this sweet mixture of boldness and humility.
Genesis 18:27b NKJV,

27 “Indeed now, | who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to
the Lord . . "

The same one who others called the friend of God and the father of faith referred to himself as

dust and ashes. The Roman centurion, whom Jesus said had great faith, do you remember the
story? The elders of the Jews went to Jesus and said, “Look, he is a good guy. He has built us a
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synagogue. He is worthy.” But when Jesus got there, he said, “Look, | didn’t think myself worthy
for You to even come under my roof, or for me to come to You personally.” They said he was
worthy, but he said of himself that he was not worthy. The closer you draw to God, the more you
become aware of His holiness. Perfect love casts out fear, but it deepens and intensifies
reverence. The closer you are in your relationship with God, the more you realize how holy and
how grand He is and how gracious He has been to you. You can’t order God around. When we
realize His greatness and His omnipotence compared to our smallness and our weakness, it
brings a reverential fear. If we ever come to God flippantly or arrogantly, even if what we’re
praying for is His will for us, our wrong attitude will short-circuit our prayers.

Our kids, growing up, were always bold as you please to make their requests known to me, their
father. Always, all three of them, just bold as anything, and | think our daughter the most, still is.
They always maintain respect because I'm still the boss. I'm still dad. I'm still the one putting a
roof over their heads and taking care of them. If they ever came arrogantly or had a wrong
attitude toward their mother or toward me and demanded something or asked for something,
even if that thing was within our plan, we’d already planned to give it to them, but their request
would go unanswered until their heart attitude was corrected. Otherwise, if | gave it to them
when they were bossy or demanding or had a wrong attitude or were disrespectful, | would just
be reinforcing that wrong attitude and setting them up for failure down the road in their life. | love
them too much to do that. Some parents have done just that. Their kids boss them around,
speak to them as an equal or even as a superior or disrespectful, and parents still give them
what they want. You're setting those kids up for disaster down the road. What are they going to
do in their job when the boss tells them something they don’t like? Mom, are you going to come
rescue them? No, they’re going to lose their job. Yeah, okay, back to my notes. Our Heavenly
Father is a wise Father, and Abraham was bold, and yet it was mingled with this deep humility
and recognition of his smallness against God’s greatness. | think it's also very significant to
realize that Abraham pressed in for all he could get. He kept asking for more and for more.

| think a lot of God'’s people settle for far less than God wants them to have. | watched a video
the other day; it cracked me up. This lady has a bag of peanuts, and she kneels down. She has
a peanut, and there’s a squirrel there. The squirrel is just kind of hesitant. She’s going, “Come
on. Come on, take the peanut,” The squirrel’s like this. All of a sudden, the squirrel dashed
around her, grabbed the whole bag of peanuts and ran off before she even knew what
happened. It was hysterical. Well, that squirrel knew that more was available. | think many
times, we only go for a fraction of what the Father wants to give us. We could have more of His
presence, more of His provision, more of His protection, more of His power, more, more, more.
Why did Abraham stop at 10? Why? Do you ever wonder that? Well, if you read in the 19th
chapter, it speaks about Lot and his family. Now, Lot was a righteous man, the Bible says. The
Scripture speaks of Lot’s sons-in-law, plural, which means he has two married daughters and
two sons-in-law. The Bible speaks about Lot’s sons, plural.

When Lot left Sodom, two of his virgin daughters went with him, and then there was Lot and his
wife. How many does that make? 10. Abraham thought surely Lot has at least reached his own
family, but he didn’t reach any of them. His sons-in-law laughed in his face. They thought he
was ridiculous. His sons stayed in Sodom. They didn’t come. His married daughters stayed
behind in Sodom. When they went out, his wife, longing for life back there, turned back, and she
turned into a pillar of salt. Then, when he got out of the city, the first thing his two daughters did
was get him drunk and sleep with him. They both got pregnant by their father. So, spiritually
speaking, those girls were lost. He didn’t reach any in his own family, which | think illustrates
one of the key factors in reaching our cities for Christ and seeing our cities rescued and
redeemed is to reach our own families.
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Your first mission field is your family. My first mission field, my first church, is my family. If it
doesn’t work at home, why would | want to take it abroad? It's not a little thing reaching your
own family, your children, your siblings, and those who are closest to you. It is an important
thing, and it will affect the cities in which you and I live. Now, | think it's important to realize
also that interceding on behalf of Sodom would not have been convenient for Abraham. In
fact, naturally speaking, it's probably something he was not disposed to do. He could have
said, “That’s not my problem.” | mean, he knew them. He had interactions with them before.
He actually had to rescue them with a sword. Now, he’s trying to rescue them through his
prayers. He could have said, “Look, it's about time for God to judge all those perverts. | know
what they’ve been doing. | hear about everything that they’re up to.” But that wasn’t Abraham’s
attitude at all. Even when it came to his nephew Lot, Lot had been nothing but trouble to
Abraham up to this point. Nothing but trouble.

You can read in Genesis 13. The Bible says that there was strife between the herdsmen of Lot’s
livestock and the herdsmen of Abraham’s livestock. Lot never did anything to solve the problem.
Abraham had to come to Lot. He said, “Look, Lot, we're family. There shouldn’t be strife in the
family.” Abraham humbles himself. He says, “Please, let’s get this taken care of. You choose
wherever you want to go. Then, you go to the right; I'll go to the left. If you choose the left, I'll go
to the right.” So, Lot chooses the most favorable place, the most well-watered place, and leaves
Abraham with the leftovers. There was no respect, no deference at all on the part of Lot.
Abraham could have said, “Oh, Lot, in trouble in Sodom? Yeah, figures. Not my problem. Sow
the wind, reap the whirlwind. | could have told you that this was coming. Too bad, so sad for
Lot.” But that wasn’t Abraham. In Psalm 35, King David talks about those who had rewarded
him evil for good. He said, “I did good to them. They rewarded me with evil.” He said, “But when
they were sick, | fasted, and | prayed for them.”

| have a friend who was betrayed by a colleague. It wasn't a little betrayal. It was pretty major.

It caused my friend untold grief. It cost him financially. It took a huge toll on him emotionally.
The betrayer got sick and ended up in hospital. Do you know who one of the first ones was in
the hospital to go pray for his recovery? My friend. It spoke volumes about him. He went, knelt
at the man’s bedside, and prayed for his healing. Rather than saying, “Yeah, serves him right.
Yeah, you reap what you sow.” In the book of Job, Job’s friends actually became his accusers.
They accused him of sins that he never committed, made outlandish statements about Job,
belittled him, and said he deserved worse than he was getting. God directed Job to pray for his
friends. So, when he prayed for his accusers, the Bible says that God turned the captivity of Job
and began to restore everything he had lost to him. Pray for people you don't like. Pray for
people you don’t agree with. It will bring the power of the Holy Spirit to bear upon them, and it’ll
bring a blessing in your life as well. God is looking for people who will stand in the gap and pray.
Isaiah 59:16a NKJV said

6 He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor.
Ezekiel 22:30 NKJV,

30 So | sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap
before Me on behalf of the land, that | should not destroy it; but | found no one.

Did you know Jesus Himself taught about the power of an intercessor and how it actually
can keep destruction off and give a person an opportunity to repent and get their life right?
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Intercession can do that. | want to read it to you from Luke 13. Intriguing story here.
Luke 13:1-9 NKJV,

" There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus answered and said to them,
“Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans,
because they suffered such things? 2 | tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all
likewise perish. # Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them,
do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?
5| tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” ® He also spoke this
parable: “A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking
fruit on it and found none. ” Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard, ‘Look, for three
years | have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why does it
use up the ground?’ 8 But he answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also,
until | dig around it and fertilize it. ° And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you
can cut it down.”

In the little parable Jesus told, He explained why the tragedy happened to some, and didn’t
happen to others. In this story of the parable, there’s this fig tree planted in a vineyard, and
destruction is coming to this little tree. The guy says, “Cut it down.” And what happens? An
intercessor stands in the gap and says, “Wait. Give it more time. Wait. I'll fertilize it. I'll dig
around it. Give it another year.” Only because of the action of an intercessor, destruction didn’t
come to that tree. There are people here today. The Tower of Siloam has not fallen upon you
because somebody has been praying for you. The only reason you've lived long enough to get
here today is because of the prayers of somebody. | am absolutely convinced. The only reason
| lived long enough to get saved was because somebody was praying for me. They may not
have even known who they were praying for. I’'m expecting when | get to heaven, I'm going to
meet them. Somebody in the middle of the night had a burden. They got on their knees and
said, “God, | don’t know who this is, but somebody is in trouble again.” They got on their knees
and groaned, prayed, and pleaded with God. | was spared. God sent His angels. I’'m absolutely
convinced of that.

I've tried to keep a wild heart but edit all the stupid out. But before, it used to be wild, coupled
with stupid. That'll get you killed. | think men are made to be wild at heart. You just need to edit
the stupid out. Again, some of you here know what I'm saying is true. You know what I’'m saying
is true. Somebody is praying for you. There is no reason you should be alive today. No reason.
| have a friend, who still is actually a friend. | talked to him the other day. He’s been in ministry
for many, many decades. A powerful minister of the gospel, but he used to live a wild lifestyle,
riddled with stupid. In fact, he ended up in an institution for a while due to his excessive drug
use, kind of lost his mind for a period of time. He had a praying mama. His mama prayed for him
and prayed for him and prayed for him and prayed for him, but he seemed to get worse and
worse and worse. His mother died. The pastor did the ceremony, shared salvation, and actually
gave an invitation for salvation. One person responded, my friend. He got saved at his mother’s
funeral. He was all in for Jesus. Again, he’s been preaching the gospel of Christ for about 40
years now. Mama was gone, but her prayers were still at work on the earth. Some of you may
not even know. It might have been some Baptist, old boy who loved Jesus several generations
back that pled with God and prayed for his kids and his grandkids and his great-grandkids and
his great-great-grandkids. You're here today because some old Baptist boy got on his knees
and cried his eyes out for his family. You just never know. Our prayers have an impact.
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| had a friend named Steve. | got radically saved. He was not happy. He lost a close friend who
used to supply him with drugs and do drugs with him. Now that didn’t exist anymore. He wasn’t
happy. My heart just was broken for him. | prayed, and | prayed, and | prayed, and | prayed. He
was just something so strong in my heart. For weeks and weeks, | just prayed and prayed.
These guys | knew brought an early Christian band called Bethlehem, this is like 1976, maybe
something like that, to the college campus. So, they did a concert at the college campus. I'm
sitting in the front row. The guy finishes and gives an invitation, an altar call. “Anybody who
wants to accept Christ, come forward.” It was just crickets in the room. Nothing. It was awkward.
But he kept going, “Is there somebody here and your life has been messed up? You’ve heard
the gospel. You need to accept Jesus.” Just nothing. All of a sudden, | hear a sob in the back
of the room. Somebody starts crying louder and louder. | turned around and it was my friend
Steve. He’s walking down the side aisle and he’s shuffling. He’s crying so hard he can barely
walk. He gets up in the front and collapses in this guy’s arm, the guy that was giving the
invitation. He gives his life to Jesus. | think a couple weeks later | laid hands on Steve. He

got filled with the Holy Spirit, speaking in other tongues, and just became a servant of the

Lord. God will lay people on your heart.

Sometimes, things like that will happen quickly. Sometimes it’s a while. In our story, the guy
says, “I've been coming for three years.” The guy said, “Give it another year.” | have some
friends | have been praying for 49 years. | still pray for them all the time. Some unsaved friends,
people | used to run with, are still not saved. | have some backslidden friends who had an
encounter with Jesus, and they’re not serving the Lord right now, going on close to 50 years.
I’'ve been praying for them, and I’'m not going to stop. My prayers make a difference. My prayer
keeps the tower of Siloam from falling on them. My prayers, and the prayers of others, can keep
people alive long enough, as Jesus said, so you can repent and have an inward change of heart
resulting in an outward change of direction. You turn from your sin, and you turn to God.
Somebody said, “I don’t really have a burden to pray for anyone.” Abraham said, “I've taken

it upon myself to speak to the Lord.” You just need to take it upon yourself to pray. The New
Testament says, “Stir yourself up.”

You may not have a burden, but pray anyway. If you’ll do that, the Holy Spirit will take hold
together with you, and you’ll understand what it is to have a burden in prayer. Some of you

will find yourself at a level of prayer you've never been before. God wants to bring you there, but
you have to take it upon yourself to pray when you feel nothing. “l don’t really have anybody on
my heart.” Well, you know somebody who’s unsaved. There is somebody in your neighborhood,
somebody you play pickleball with. Somebody at your office. Somebody at the local market.
There is somebody. You just take it upon yourself and pray. I'm telling you, the Holy Spirit can
use that and join together with you and take you to a much deeper level of prayer. Here are
some things that we can pray when we intercede for others. Just three simple things. Number
one: pray for conviction of sin and of the need of a Savior. There is no such thing as salvation
without repentance. Some people hear saved, and they say, “Saved from what? What do | need
to be saved from? What do | need to be saved for?” Well, actually it’s being saved from sin and
its eternal consequences. Some people need to have their eyes opened so that their heart is
convicted because of their sinfulness in the sight of a holy God and that their eyes are opened
to their need of a Savior. Then, secondly, pray that God would open their spiritual eyes to see
that Jesus alone is that Savior. It’s not joining a self-help group. It's not making a new list of
New Year’s resolutions that’s going to change things. It's not changing your diet, but it's Jesus.
He alone is our Savior. Then, third and finally, pray that they’ll have the courage to call upon
Him and to yield completely to Him regardless of the consequences.
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There are consequences when you go all in for Jesus, especially with family and friends.

There are consequences. A young lady came to me. She got radically saved, and said, “Pastor,
my father has disowned me. He’s from another major world religion. He says, ‘I no longer have
a daughter. You're dead to me.” She said, “My heart is broken. | love my dad. | want him in my
life, but I'm not leaving Jesus. What | have is real.” Sometimes, things like that happen.

| remember we got a letter years and years ago from a guy. He and his family lived in a

little shack on the edge of a brickyard in a rural area in their country. We actually dubbed the
services from Cottonwood into their native tongue. So, they have a little bitty black and white
TV with rabbit ears on it. They’re watching Cottonwood Church, but it's in his mother tongue.
The guy gets saved. The foreman at the brickyard, and this is where the guy worked making
bricks. The foreman of the brickyard, and it was an area of the world again dominated by
another major world religion. He found out this guy and his family became Christians and fired
him. So, | get a letter from this guy. He said, “There is no other work within miles and miles and
miles. We have no vehicle. | have no way to put food on my family’s table. We're being
persecuted.” He didn’t ask for money. He said, “Pray that my family and | will have the courage
to serve Jesus faithfully.” The world is not worthy of people like that. But it'll happen, Jesus said,
“They persecuted Me. They'll persecute you as well.”

When | got saved, things happened. Certainly not on a level like that man, but | lost half of
my friends when | got saved. They wouldn’t have anything to do with me. | lost my girlfriend.

| actually took her to the street mission a couple of days later after | got saved so she could
hear the gospel. We got done. We’re standing outside. She said, “Look, you’re too much into
this thing. You have to make a choice right now. It's either Jesus or me.” | said, “I love you,
babe, but adios.” The last time | saw her, the last time | ever spoke to her, was that night.

| wouldn’t leave Jesus then. I’'m not leaving Him now, not for anybody, not for anything. |
rented a room from a gal upstairs above a bar, and we used to get high together all the time.
She kicked me out when | got saved. She said, “It's just too much.” | might have been a bit
over the top. Maybe [ still am, but | just don’t see Christianity any other way. | think we need to
be wise and let our speech be seasoned with salt, not drowned in salt. I'm still that way. He is
real. Heaven is real. It’s real.

| have a friend. He had a thing for churches all across his country to come, and he invited the
most well-known atheist in the country to come and be the speaker for all the pastors. The
atheist said, “What would you want me to talk about?” He said, “I want you to share why you
and why you think many people in our country will not attend church.” He said, “Okay, you’re
on.” His opening line was—here’s a room full of pastors. There are like 300 pastors. He said,

“I feel like a lion in a den of Daniels.” Everybody laughed. It’s kind of a good opening line. He
says, “I've been asked to share why | won’t go to church and why people in our country don’t go
to church.” He said, “Here’s why. If what you say is true, if Jesus Christ really is the Son of God,
and He is the only way into a relationship with God, and to die without having embraced Christ
means you will spend an eternity in hell, it must be the highest blasphemy before God for you
not to be absolutely passionate about the message you preach.” He said, “| see no passion in
the pulpit.” He said, “It has to be the highest sin before God. If people really will die, and there’s
a heaven and there’s a hell, if it'’s true and you’re not passionate, that must be the biggest sin of
all before God.” He got those guys’ attention. | think that it is true.

Jesus said, “Anyone who leaves father or mother, houses, lands, brothers, sisters, for My sake™
in the Gospels, He says, “In this life, they’ll receive a hundredfold with persecution and in the
age to come eternal life.” Sometimes, when you say yes to Jesus, there is the loss of a lot of
things. | experienced that in my own life to a small degree, but | can also say | experienced the
other side. Jesus has made it up more than a hundred times to me. | have family and friends
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who I've never had to a degree I've never had. | have a wife who is absolutely amazing, who

| still feel like I'm punching above my weight class when it comes to this gal | married. Thank
God for what He’s done. What Jesus said is absolutely true. We’re going to pray these three
things for folks in a minute. We’re going to be done and have you on your way in just a couple
of minutes. We all know somebody. It may be a co-worker, a brother, a parent, a child,
somebody you do sport with, or somebody in the neighborhood. We’re going to bring them
before God. You may not have a burden, but take it upon yourself to pray. We’'re going to pray
for them. We’re going to pray these three things in a moment.

First, | just want to give you an opportunity if your heart is not right with God. This is your
opportunity to get it right with God. You could be anywhere. | mean, it's Super Bowl Sunday,
and here you are in church. | just have to believe there is a God who loves you working behind
the scenes, and He has brought you here. Whether you came with family, friends, or whatever,
He’s trying to get your attention. He loves you. It’s not about rules and regulations. It’s not about
having all the fun siphoned out of your life. In fact, you start walking with Jesus, it is the
grandest of adventures. It is certainly not storm-free, but it's not boring. Somebody said, “Jesus
is Lord, and I'm bored.” Well, then, you have the wrong Lord. When Jesus is your Lord, it is not
a boring thing, my friend. You start walking and talking with the Creator of the universe. | just
want to pray with you outside on the plaza or wherever you’re listening right now. We’re going to
pray a prayer together. For just a minute, close your eyes if it helps you to block out distractions.
If you know that if you died right now, you’re not ready to meet God, this prayer is for you.

I’m going to lead you in a simple prayer. I'll give you some words to say, which will mean
nothing if you don't tie a sincere heart around them. If you’ll tie your heart around the words

and in sincerity speak them to God, He’'ll meet you. If you're a backslider here today, listen,
backslider, it's time to come home. | know there’s somebody here, and you’ve gotten back into
drugs. It used to be your thing, and for whatever this led to that, to this, to that, and there you
are again. You need to be set free. You need to catch fire again for Christ. God wants to use
you. There are some others where you've been hurt so terribly and deeply, and it may even
have been because of someone in the church or something that happened in the church world.
Listen, the church is full of hypocrites. It’s a good place for them. They can hear the Word, and
they can get their lives changed. So, if you find a church without hypocrites, you need to find a
new one. Because, frankly, the church became super imperfect the moment | walked in the
door. But you just need to let Jesus heal your heart, and it’s time for you to stop using that as an
excuse and come back to Him with a fury. He loves you, my friend. Would you pray this out loud
after me? Maybe put your hand on your heart and just say,

Oh God, | humble myself before You. | believe You love me so much that You sent
Your Son to die for me. It's amazing. It's staggering. | accept it. Jesus, | believe that
after You died in my place, having paid my debt in full, You were raised from the dead.
| confess You now as my Lord and my Savior. Amen.
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