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Hello, friend. I'm really glad that you have chosen to join me. I’'m going to share something a bit
unique with you right now. As | sit here in this seat today, in front of this camera with you, it has
been 11 years and about 36 hours since | was in a terrible boating accident. | was not expected
to live due to my injuries. | had gone with some friends over to an island that’s about 26 miles off
the coast of California called Catalina. It was late at night. We were going to go free diving for
lobster. Anyway, we ended up—it was a moonless night. You couldn’t see a thing. | won’t get
into all the details, but we ended up—if we would have been 12 feet to the side, we would have
been fine, but we t-boned this rock that was sort of right around the entrance to a cove, and
we’re probably going about 20 miles an hour. | have no recollection of the accident.

I had two friends with me on board. They were both seriously injured, but out of the three of us,

I got the worst of the injuries. | had—well, | was bleeding on the brain. My chin from here to here
was just kind of down, hanging down here. | had punched a big hole in my throat, and my throat
was crushed in the way that you can imagine like you step on a tin can and crush it, sort of like
that. You step on a tin can and crush it, sort of like that. In fact, | have photos on my phone that
some people took afterward, and the whole deck of the boat is just filled with blood. There’s
blood all over the dash where the wheel was, and all of that came out of my throat. In addition to
that, | had an artery that had sprung a leak and was bleeding profusely. My carotid artery had a
big flap in it. It was bleeding. My tongue was lacerated and basically kind of in pieces and had to
be sewn back together.

In fact, | had a doctor friend. He visited me in the hospital. | have no memory of that, but he
told me later. His name is Richard. He said, “Bayless, when | came in, examined you, and
visited you, it is absolutely impossible for all of the damage that happened to your tongue that
you didn’t lose your entire upper cleft and your jaw as well.” He said, “The only explanation is
you have to believe in angels.” Those were some of the injuries. | had a vocal cord that was
completely dead. Just a whole lot of trauma. | don’t know how this happened, but on the back
of one of my legs, the back of my calf, it’s like somebody took an ice cream scoop and just
scooped out a huge chunk of flesh about the size of a cricket ball back there.

Anyway, | was in bad shape. Here are a couple of interesting details. When that happened,

we were at the far west end of the island. There’s nothing there. | mean, for miles and miles
and miles. There are no settlements. There’s nothing. One of the guys who was injured put

out an SOS on the radio, but it actually bounced off a rock and just went straight up. Well, it
happened at that very moment that there was a Coast Guard plane flying over, and they got the
signal. So, they radioed back to the mainland, and it just happened. They did it one day a year,
where the Coast Guard practiced out at Catalina Island for just such an event. It just happened
that they were only a quarter mile away in a nearby lagoon practicing for just such an event. So,
they had a boat there with Coast Guard guys on the boat. They get a call from the mainland,
and they thought it was a joke. They said, “Look, guys, we’re going through our drills right now.
This is not funny.” They said, “This is not a joke. Get over there now.” They were there within 10
minutes of our accident. Again, | have no memory of any of this. So, they were there. It was the
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one day a year that the Coast Guard had a helicopter on the island already, and they flew us
back to the mainland.

I think about six or seven surgeons worked on me for maybe six hours, something like that.
When the lead doctor came out to speak to my wife, she said, “Every one of us thought we’re
going to lose him. We didn’t think there was a chance that he would live. In fact, if he had been
brought into the hospital 15 minutes later, he would have completely bled out and died.”
Anyway, | was in a coma. | didn’t wake up for 10 days. Then, | was in the hospital for a long
time. | was convalescing at home after that for a long time. | didn’t have the ability to swallow
anymore. My tongue didn’t work. | had a dead vocal cord. | don’t know if you realize this or not,
but whenever you swallow, your vocal cords come together and block everything from going
straight into your lungs. Well, | had no ability to swallow, not at all, not even saliva. Just
unconsciously, we actually swallow about a quart of saliva every day that our body
manufactures. | had no way to swallow it.

So, | have this vacuum. | have to vacuum out my mouth all the time. | can’t drink water because
it'll go directly into my lungs. | had a tube in my stomach. Everything | drank and ate went right
through that tube in my stomach. | didn’t have a sip of water for like three months. Believe me,
my friend, you can get very, very dry. Eventually, that vocal cord came back to life on its own,
and just some miraculous things happened along the way. | won’t get into all the story, but here
| sit today, 11 years and 36 hours later, and | can eat anything | want. | can drink anything

| want. By the way, | had to learn to speak all over again. My voice now is very, very different
than it used to be because all the acoustics inside are now different. But | had to work and work
and work to learn how to speak because | actually have to form certain sounds a different way
than the way | used to. It was hard. | worked on that for like a year. | do it unconsciously now,
but still, the truth is, it is very labor intensive for me to speak and for me to preach. But here

| am. Let me just tell you, it was not fun. | was six months out of commission before | got back
to church again. By the way, just an interesting side note: | was back in the water diving again
before | was back in the pulpit preaching again. Much to my wife’s chagrin, she and my
daughter were not happy. But | said, “Look, I’'m getting back in the water, and I’'m going diving.

I love it, and I’'m going to do it.” So, | was back in the ocean swimming around before | was
back in the pulpit preaching, just because you don’t have to talk to be able to dive. But it took
six months, and then, even when | came back, my voice was so different, and | just couldn’t
pronounce things very well at that time.

So many people, when bad things like this happen, are filled with questions. The truth is we
have a few answers, but we don’t have all the answers. But | do not have a theology where

| have to understand everything and have an answer for everything before | believe that God

is good. | believe that God is good even when | don’t understand. | know there are people
listening to me right now; you've experienced some tragedies, some loss in your life, and some
things have happened that you didn’t expect and that you don’t have answers to. Listen, God is
still good. We live in a fallen world. Everything does not operate the way that God originally
intended. Sin has its consequences universally across the human race. People make bad
decisions. We do have an adversary called the devil, whose job is to steal, kill, and destroy.

He walks about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. | mean, there are a whole lot
of factors involved. But | just believe God is good, even for those things that | have on the shelf
right now. | said, “God, | don’t understand this, but I’'m going to put that on the shelf. I'd

really like an answer. | don’t have it right now, but I'd like one. But | know that You're good,
and | know that Your Word is true.” Listen to this verse, 1 Corinthians 13:12 from the NLT.

It says,
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12 Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will
see everything with perfect clarity. All that | know now is partial and incomplete, but
then | will know everything completely, just as God now knows me completely.

The day is going to come. We will have a completeness of understanding. We’re going to see
everything clearly. The things that we don’t see clearly now, friend, when we stand in heaven,
we’ll see it clearly. | guarantee you that some of the things that are major issues to some people
who are listening to me right now, it’s like, “God, why did this happen? I’'m going to be angry
with You,” and whatever. When you get to heaven, it’s no longer going to be an issue. You may
not even want to ask once you get up there, once you see the glories of heaven, and once you
look into those eyes of liquid love that belong to Jesus. | want to share with you five thoughts,
just relating to all the drama that | went through and the accident that | went through. Some
things that back in the early days after that accident, when | could begin to study the Bible
again. These are things that just sort of jumped out at me, and that | found comfort in, and

that | found some blessing in them. Hopefully, you'll find some blessing in them, too: promises,
people, patience, pride, and peace. | want to talk to you about those five Ps. The first one

is the promises. Joshua said this at the end of his life, Joshua 23:14 from the NIV. He said,

14 “Now | am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart and
soul that not one of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you has failed.
Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed.”

As | sit here right now in the 69th year of my life, | can tell you the same thing. Not one

of God’s good promises has failed. It's because of the faithfulness and the integrity of the
promisor. The promise is only as good as the one who made the promise. Titus 1:2 says,

“God who cannot lie promised.” Multitudes of people prayed the promises over me as | laid

in that hospital unconscious, as | was recuperating in the hospital and recuperating at home.

In fact, many people over the course of time came to me. They shared with me, “Pastor, this

is the promise that | prayed over you. Or this is the word from Scripture that God gave me to
pray for you.” In fact, some people said, “I learned this promise from your teaching, and it came
to me as | was praying. | prayed this word over you.” God’s promises are supernatural because
they connect us with His nature. When | was able to myself, | began to pray the promises. There
was a period that | was just out of it in the early days of my recovery. | was sustained. My

wife was sustained. Our family was sustained by the prayers of the saints. But again, God’s
promises are supernatural. Listen to this. They connect us with His nature. Let me read to you
from 2 Peter 1:3—4 NKJV. It says this,

3 As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have
been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you
may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust.

We’ve been given exceedingly great and precious promises. Through these promises, we’re
partakers of the divine nature. Now, first, | want you to notice that we’ve been given promises.
They’ve been given to us. Friend, God gave us the promises because He intends to keep them.
They are ours. He didn’t just say that He gave us promises, and He didn’t say that He just gave
us great promises. He didn’t even say that they were exceedingly great. That would have been
enough if it said God has given you promises. Then if you said, “God gave you great promises,
or God gave you exceedingly great promises.” But he said, “He’s given you exceedingly great
and precious promises.” That means they’re valuable. They're costly. They’re worthy. They’re
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precious. There is a very short list of things that God calls precious. | can think of one. Peter
wrote about it himself. He says, “We haven’t been redeemed with corruptible things like silver
and gold but with the precious blood of Christ.” Do you think the blood of Christ is precious?

I do. Well, as far as language goes, God puts the promises in the same category as the
precious blood. Why are they so exceedingly great and precious? Because through them

we are made partakers of the divine nature.

Now, friend, what God is by nature is not dispensational. It is who He is. It is what is

available through Him all the time. God is, by nature, holy. God is, by nature, righteous.

God is, by nature, absolutely just and integrous. God is, by nature, a healer. When Israel left
the land of Egypt going through the promised land there at the waters of Meribah, God revealed
Himself to them. He said, “I am the Lord who heals you. | am Jehovah Rapha.” Whenever God
says, “l am” something, He is speaking about His nature. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and
the life,” talking about His nature. His very nature is life. Well, God said, “| am Jehovah Rapha.

I am the Lord, your physician. | am the Lord who heals you.” God, by nature, is a healer. Think
about it up in heaven where God’s will is carried out perfectly and completely. There is no
sickness there. There is no disease there. Everything that emanates from God, the Father, and
from the Lamb is health, its wholeness, its soundness, and its completeness. God’s nature is
health. By the way, God revealed Himself as Israel’s healer even before He gave them the Ten
Commandments. It’s like a mother tending to the health and well-being of her child even before
she sees to that child’s education. The first thing God revealed Himself to them was as their
healer. His nature is health.

What is it that connects me with His nature? It's a promise. The promise is the pipeline.

The promise is the connector. The promise is what God’s nature flows through to reach me.

If you take away the promise, you take away the pipeline. If you take away the promise, you
take away that thing that connects me with His nature. And that | cannot receive from His
nature; it comes through the promise. That's why they’re exceedingly great and precious.
Honestly, | would not be sitting here today speaking to you if not for the promises. | remember
a young lady, and I've told this story on numerous occasions in numerous circumstances, but
she began attending our church. She was very gifted musically. She was an amazing pianist.
So, she got involved in the music ministry and started playing regularly on the worship team.

In particular, she would play every Wednesday night. | found this story out later on. She started
attending our Bible college. At that time, | was teaching a couple of different courses. One of the
courses | was teaching was on divine healing. So, she’s excited. She sits in class the first day,
and she never heard anything like this in all her life. Now, she’s a good Christian girl; she was
raised in a Christian home but in a denomination that never ever talked about healing. If they
did, it was like this. “Well, God used to heal, but it's passed away. Healing passed away with
the last apostle.”

Well, the truth is, my friend, God is a healer. What He is by nature is not dispensational. It
doesn’t pass away. God is always a healer. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever. Our God is the Lord, and He does not change. But it really kind of threw her for a loop,
as we say. She never heard anything like this. She told me later that she thought to herself,
“What have | gotten myself into?” But rather than reject it, she went home, and all the verses
that | shared from in that class, she went home, and she read them in their context and cross-
referenced them to other places in Scripture. She came back for the next class after that. Same
thing. She would go home and sometimes, in the wee hours of the morning, would study. If |
gave a reference in a chapter, she’d read the whole chapter. Sometimes, she’d read the whole
book just to get the context. It was completely new to her. Week after week after week, she did
that. She would read, and read, and read, and cross-reference all these verses on healing. She
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begins to think, “Why have | never seen this before? Why have we never been taught this?
It's everywhere.”

It’s like you read the Gospels, and Jesus is either coming from just having healed someone,

is in the process of healing someone, or is going to heal someone. She’s thinking, “Why did

I never see this before?” It was incredibly important to her because, as she shared with me,
she had a large tumor growing in her throat. | don’t know the full story of it, but | think it was a
real danger and something that would have been medically very difficult to deal with surgically.
So, she has this tumor growing in her throat. So this is important to her. This is her lifeline. So,
day after day, week after week, she’s pouring over the Scriptures. In the book of Proverbs, it
says, “Don’t let God’s Word depart from before your eyes. Keep it in the midst of your heart.
Incline your ear to it, for it’s life to those who find it and health to all their flesh.” That’s Proverbs
4. One night, it was like 3 in the morning. She said, “I was up reading those promises. | came
to the conclusion that after pouring over the Word, reading it, meditating, and studying, this is
in the Bible. This is for me.” She said, “God, | accept these promises. Your Word is true. By
Your stripes, I'm healed. This is true. | accept it.” She worshiped God for a little while. Well,
that was on a Tuesday night.

We actually had classes on Tuesday night then. She went home, stayed up till like 3 in the
morning studying, and then just, | think, kneeling by her bed, came to that conclusion. “This

is for me. This is in the Bible.” The next night, Wednesday night, we have service. So, she’s
driving to church to get there early to practice with the worship team. As she’s driving, she gets
this tickling feeling in her throat, and she begins to cough. She pulls off to the side of the road
and begins to cough more violently. She coughed the tumor up in her hand, looked at it, rolled
down the window, threw it out the window, rolled the window up, came on to band practice, and
shared with everyone what happened. It was actually, in fact, verified that it was the tumor that
she spit up in her hand. She was healed. All right, what happened? The moment she embraced
the promise, God’s nature of health began to flow into her. Friend, the promises are so
important. You need to have a love affair with God’s Book. Here’s the thing. Find a promise that
covers your need. The faith to believe the promise is produced by the promise itself. I'll say that
again. The faith to believe the promise is produced by the promise itself.

17 S0 then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Romans 10:17 NKJV. In fact, according to Hebrews 6:12 and 11:33, the promises are obtained
through faith. I’'m going to say it again. The faith to believe the promise comes from the promise
itself. Listen to this. This is Hebrews 6:12 NKJV. It says,

12 .. that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises.

How do they inherit the promises? Through faith and patience. “Faith comes by hearing and
hearing by the Word of God.” Faith comes from hearing the promise. The promise itself is what
produces the faith, and the promise is the aqueduct. It is the pipeline that brings God’s nature to
us. Through the exceeding great and precious promises, we are made partakers of the divine
nature. Listen to this. Hebrews 11:32—33 NKJV.

32 And what more shall | say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and
Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets:

33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises,
stopped the mouths of lions.
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These men who are mentioned and the prophets who are mentioned, through faith they
subdued kingdoms; through faith, they worked righteousness, and through faith, they obtained
the promises. The promises don’t just happen. The promise is pregnant with potential, but that
potential is tapped and is received through faith. Faith is the thing that connects us with the
nature of God. It’s faith in the promise that does that. Through faith they obtained promises.
The faith to believe the promise comes from the promise itself. It’s interesting. There are two
words translated as word, W-O-R-D, in the New Testament. One is logos; one is rhema. Logos
basically means “the collective Word of God.” When it speaks of the Word of God, it’s the Greek
word logos. It's the entirety of Scripture. But there’s another word, and it’s far more rare, and it’s
the Greek word rhema, also translated as word. But rhema means “to speak the Word of God,”
as opposed to logos which is like the entire written collective Word of God.

Harry Ironside, the great theologian and pastor, defined the difference between logos and
rhema this way. He said, “Logos is the said Word of God. It is the Word of God that this is
what God has said. That is the logos.” He said, “Rhema is the saying Word of God. Logos

is what God has said. Rhema is what God is saying.” It is a specific word, to a specific person,
in a specific situation. The thing is, if you'll get into the Word, it will get into you. If you will
ponder it and meditate in it, if you will spend time in the logos, rhema will come out of the logos
to you. Here’s the thing: Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by
the Word of God.” It's the word rhema. So then faith comes by hearing and hearing what God
is saying to you specifically right now, a specific word, a promise that comes alive for a specific
situation. But listen, rhema comes out of the logos. Let me show you what | mean. | want to
read something to you. This is from the book of Proverbs 6:20, and this is from the Amplified
Bible. It says,

20 My son, keep your father’s [God-given] commandment and forsake not the law of
[God] your mother [taught youl].

In other words, your father or mother taught you the Word of God.

21 Bind them continually upon your heart and tie them about your neck. 22 When you
go, they [the words of your parents’ God] shall lead you; when you sleep, they shall
keep you; and when you waken, they shall talk with you.

Did you get that? Keep your father's God-given commandment. Listen to the Word of God that
your father taught you. Don’t forsake the law of God that your mother taught you. Parents, that’s
our job. We should teach our children the Word of God. Here he says, “Bind them continually
upon your heart, tie them about your neck.” In other words, spend time in the Word of God.
Keep it near to you. Get it inside of you. Then, it says, “When you go, they, the words of your
parents’ God, will lead you. When you sleep, they’ll keep you. When you awaken, they will talk
with you.” Rhema is the saying Word of God. As you spend time in the word, it’ll begin to speak
to you. My friend, that’s when faith comes alive, that’s how the promises are obtained, and that’s
how we become partakers of God’s nature. I’'m here because of the promises. God’s nature of
healing flowed into me and worked some miraculous things. | have a lot more to say about this,
but I don’t have time. You're just going to have to join me again because, hey, we have a lot
more ground to cover talking about all this. | sure hope that you join me. We’'ll see you then.
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