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Hello friend, | am glad that you have joined me. | have an interesting word to share with you
today. | want to talk to you, at least we're going to begin with this one, we won't finish it, but
we're going to begin talking about four things that God wants us to lift up. Four things that in
Scripture, God says, “Lift these things up.” So, | hope you're ready. If you have a Bible nearby,
you ought to grab it. | think that's important. It's great to have an electronic Bible. | have a little
thing. | can actually hit it and take notes, which | have a lot of notes throughout my electronic
devices with the Scriptures that | read. If you look at any of the leather Bibles that I've had,
there is green, blue, red, and black writing all over the place. | kind of feel like when God
speaks to you, when something jumps out at you, it's important to write it down. That'll help
crystallize thought, and it'll help promote action. It's amazing how quickly we can drift away
from a truth that was revealed to us, that God was whispering to us, the Holy Spirit was shining
a light on something. If we don't really make a note of it to go back and ponder it, to think about
it, and maybe drill down a little more in it, we can tend to lose those things.

| talk to people quite regularly. In fact, it happened just the other day. In fact, it happened twice
in the last 10 days. People came up to me and said, “Pastor, that was such a great message
you preached on the weekend.” | said, “What'd you like about it?” “It was the part about, oh,

| forget.” Then, it was another person and they were talking about this great message that they
had heard. | said, “Well, what was the message about?” They'd been traveling and went to a
church somewhere. They said the message was so great, and they were so blessed, but they
couldn't remember what it was about. That's not going to help you. So, anyway, | just want to
encourage you. If you have a notepad, get that and write it down. If you have your device, make
some notes or record this and watch it again. Because these things are practical, but they're
important. There are things that God wants us, He wants me and you to lift up.

The first thing He wants us to lift up is our voices. He wants us to lift up our voices. There are
three areas in which God wants us to lift up our voices. Number one, He wants us to lift up our
voice in worship, and that is especially in singing. Listen to these verses. This is 2 Chronicles
5:13-14. Yes, it's under the old covenant, but hey, under the new covenant, we have a lot more
to be thankful for. We have a lot more to worship God about. The Bible says the glory of the
new covenant exceeds the glory of the old covenant. The blessings of the new covenant
exceed the blessings of the old covenant. “We have a better covenant established upon better
promises,” the book of Hebrews says. So, this is even under the old covenant. So, I'll read to
you beginning in verse 13 NKJV. It says,

3 Indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one
sound to be heard . . .

Notice, they made a sound to be heard. This isn't just a quiet praise going on in people's hearts.

. . . to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord, and when they
lifted up their voice . . .
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They made a sound to be heard in praising and thanking.

... and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and

instruments of music, and praised the Lord, saying: “For He is good, for His mercy
endures forever,” that the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud, ' so
that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the
Lord filled the house of God.

Now, again, the glory of the New Testament exceeds the glory of the Old Testament.

My friend, we have a better covenant established upon better promises. Here they are.

They are one. They're unified in praising and thanking the Lord. They're not thinking about
dinner. They're not thinking about the rent that's due. They're not thinking about this pair of
sandals that they want to get. They're not distracted, but they are as one. They have joined in.
They have lifted their voices, and the presence of God came into the temple where they were

to such a point that the priest couldn't continue to minister. They just had to lay prostrate before
the Lord. You might say, ‘Well, | have a praise in my heart.” Well, it's good that you do, but |
would question whether that is really there if it doesn't make its way to your lips. Jesus said,
“Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.” If our hearts are truly filled with
thanksgiving to God, if we do have a praise in our hearts for God, it is going to work its way onto
our tongue and out through our lips. So, the first thing we need to do is lift up our voice in praise.
Now, maybe a cloud is not going to come in as you lift your voice, but there is a reality of God's
presence that can be sensed upon the heart when we praise and worship Him. Listen to this,
this is Psalm 40:3 NKJV. It says,

3 He has put a new song in my mouth—praise to our God; many will see it and fear,
and will trust in the Lord.

Isn't that an interesting thing? “He has put a new song in my mouth—praise to our God; many
will see it and fear, and will trust in the Lord.” That doesn't just mean they're going to see your
lips moving. It seems like it would have said, “Many will hear it and they will fear, have a
reverential fear, and they will trust in God.” But it says when God puts this new song in my
mouth, when | lift my voice to Him in praise, praise to our God, many will see it. The Hebrew
word for see literally means “to perceive and to recognize God.” | had a friend. He was a very
dear friend of mine. When | got saved, | started going to this little Pentecostal church, and

| talked him into coming to church with me. He's very skeptical about this whole thing and
what's happened to me. Frankly, he wasn't really happy, but he agreed to come to church
with me. | think much to his chagrin, | led him down to the front of the church and into the
second row. They had pews. So, we went into the middle of the second pew, other people
filled in, and we were having a time of worship in that little Pentecostal church.

As people were lifting their voices and singing, the only way | can describe it is a tangible
sense of God's presence rolled into that building. | began to weep. You just sensed this God
atmosphere suddenly. In the middle of worshiping and tears running down my face, | thought
about my friend. | looked at him, and he is staring at me with a look of stark terror on his face.
His expression said, “There's something very real going on here, but I'm not ready to deal with
it.” He literally clawed his way over the people who were next to him to the end of the aisle. He
got out, ran down the center aisle, and ran out of the church. The praise to God that was on our
lips, he saw it. He discerned God. He sensed a reality that was there. Again, he was not ready
to deal with it.
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| remember it was a Sunday morning here at Cottonwood Church. We had a particularly
impactful time of worship. The message was brought. | happened to be preaching that Sunday.
Then, | think we ended the service with just worshiping and thanking God. I'm up. People have
dismissed. They've gone out, and I'm greeting people afterwards. I'm standing up in the front,
praying with this person, talking to this person, and saying hi to another person. This young
lady, who | would assume was in her early twenties, brings a young man with her. He was a
big boy. Again, probably mid-twenties. He's sobbing. It was his very first time in any church to
my knowledge, certainly the first time in Cottonwood Church. He's crying and crying. He looks
at me and says, “What is going on? What's happening to me? What is this | feel?” He fell to his
knees, and he just began to sob and sob. He says, “I don't understand what I'm feeling. What is
going on?” | put my hand on him, and | shared with him. | said, “Listen, it's the presence of God
on your heart that you sense. Jesus wants to come into your life. He died for your sins. Do you
want to accept Christ?” He said, “Yes.” | led him to the Lord there on his knees. But it was as
we worshiped God. My mouth is filled with a new song to God, even praise to our God. Many
will see it, they will fear, and they will trust in the Lord. We need to lift our voices in praise to
God. Psalm 22:3 says that God literally enthrones Himself upon the praises of Israel. The

word praises means “singing praises” in the Hebrew language.

God enthrones Himself, literally His throne, His authority, His presence comes down upon

the singing praises of His people. The old King James version says, “But Thou art holy, O

Thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.” God inhabits the praises of His people. His

presence comes. When His presence comes, bad things leave. I'm going to say that again.
When the presence of God comes, bad things leave. Under the old covenant, when Hophni and
Phinehas, the two priests of the Lord who were corrupt before the Lord, decided to take the Ark
of the Covenant into battle against the Philistines, and you can read the story, the Ark of the
Covenant was captured. Both Hophni and Phinehas were killed. Then, when Eli, the priest, their
father, got the news, he fell over backwards. He was a very large man. He broke his neck, and
he died. It's a pretty sad family story. But the Philistines captured the Ark of the Covenant of
God. Under the old covenant, they had this Ark that was basically a box overlaid with gold.
There were two golden cherubim made of beaten gold on top. On top is what was called the
mercy seat. Literally, the Shekinah glory of God, the presence of God, would come and dwell
above the mercy seat on that Ark of the Covenant. It was kept inside the Holy of Holies, and

the priest was only allowed to go in one time a year to offer sacrifice for his own sins and for the
sins of the people. No one else could go in. Anyway, these boys get the bright idea to take it into
battle. Their hearts weren't right with God, and the people weren't right with God at that time.

So, the Philistines capture it. They put the Ark of the Covenant, representative of God's
presence, into the temple of Dagon, the deity that they worshiped. Now, the Philistine God,
Dagon, was half fish and half man. They came in the morning, and their idol, their big statue of
Dagon, had fallen down on its face before the Ark of the Covenant. They thought, “Well, how did
that happen? We didn't feel an earthquake last night. How did he fall down? This is weird.” So,
they get their cranes, their ropes, and they put the idol back up. The next morning, they come in,
and Dagon has fallen down again before the Ark of the Covenant. But this time it's broken at the
torso, and the hands are broken off. Now, that pagan deity was symbolic of demonic powers.
There were demon spirits behind the idol that they worshiped. The Scriptures talk about that.
But friend, when the presence of God comes, demonic powers bow, and they are broken.

They no longer have hands. They cannot reach out and afflict any longer. They no longer

have power. They are broken. They are severed when the presence of God comes. When His
presence comes, bad things leave. Depression leaves when the presence of God comes. Fear
leaves when the presence of God comes. Brokenness, hopelessness, and disease leave when
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the presence of God comes. In His presence is light, joy, peace, comfort, healing, and
wholeness.

Above and beyond that, | am so thankful that as we worship God, it does bring a tangible
presence of the Lord. But above and beyond that, the truth is He is just worthy to be praised.

If there were no tangible benefit to us, if the bad things didn't go, when the good presence of
God came, if it was just the fact I'm worshiping because He's worthy, that is enough. You need
to worship God. He wants you to lift your voice. Some of you listening to me right now are
plagued with sorrow. You may be plagued with depression. There may be very dark things
going on in your life. | want to encourage you to lift your hands, lift your voice, and worship the
Lord. Let the atmosphere be filled with the praises of God. It'll drive out the bad things in that
atmosphere. You are meant to worship God. We are called to praise God. In addition to all this,
singing is a way to stay full of the Spirit, and it's a way to educate our souls. I'm going to say that
again. Singing is a way to stay full of the Holy Spirit, and it is a way to educate our souls. Let me
read to you from Ephesians 5:18 and some following verses. Ephesians 5:18 NKJV says,

'8 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit.
How do you do that? He goes on and tells us. Ephesians 5:18b—20 NKJV

... be filled with the Spirit, '° speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, ° giving
thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,” you stay full of the Spirit.
Then, listen to this from the book of Colossians. Colossians 3:16 NKJV,

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.

Think about that. “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.” How? “Teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
heart to the Lord.” Now, that tells me that the songs we sing should be full of the Word of God.
We can sing Scripture. Heck, you can take the book of Psalms and just sing them literally as
they are to God. But at least our worship ought to be based on the Word of God. | don't mean
to be critical, but | think it's something worth giving some thought to. Some of the worship that
is sung in our churches these days is far from scriptural. It's more about, | mean, you can't tell
whether you're singing to the Lord or you're singing to your girlfriend, you know? “l need you
like the shore needs the sea, and I'm filled with a touch of your love.” Okay, | get that.
Sometimes, the Scripture uses romantic language, speaking about our relationship with God.
But sometimes it's just so vague and so touchy-feely and there's very little Scripture. Our souls
should be educated as we sing to the Lord. Our worship should be thoroughly scriptural. If not
Scripture, it should definitely be based on Scripture. It should be aligned with Scripture. | think
it would do some of us some good to prayerfully scrutinize some of the songs that we're singing
and some of the things that we deem as worship.

It's an interesting thing. If we want God's Word to dwell in us richly, he said, “Let the Word of
Christ dwell in you richly through the act of singing.” If we want it to dwell in us richly, we need
to sing the Word. It does allow things to come inside of us. It's funny, this happened some years
back. My wife and | are riding in the car. It's my car, so it's my radio station. | had an oldies radio
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station with some old rock and roll songs playing. I'm just enjoying the music. We weren't having
a worship session in the car at that time. An old song that | had not heard in 40 years, 40 years,
| hadn't heard the song by an old rock and roller. Being the good Christian that | am, | reached
down, and | turned it up. Janet looked at me, and | sang every word to the song. | hadn't heard
it in 40 years, but those words were still inside of me. When Moses was about to die, God gave
him a song to teach the nation of Israel. It was to serve as a historical reminder of all that God
had done for them, but also to serve as a warning and as a witness of what would happen to
them if they forsook God. | think about that. Moses is about to die, and God gave him a song.

“l want you to teach this song to the nation of Israel. Teach this song to My people, to remind
them of all I've done and what | will continue to do, or to warn them, to testify against them,
what will happen to them if they forsake Me.” It's one of the most significant events in their
history. They're finally, after 40 years of wandering around the wilderness and taking laps
around Mount Sinai, going to cross the Jordan River into the promised land. God says, “You
need a song.” You think about that. My friend, God wants us to lift our voices in singing.

The second area He wants us to lift our voice in is in prayer. He wants us to lift up our voices

in prayer. | want to read to you from Acts 4. I'm going to start in verse 17. Acts 4:17. Peter and
John are standing before the Jewish Sanhedrin, which was 70 members strong. The high priest,
the father of the high priest, and the high priest’s family are there. It's a very intimidating crowd.
These are the wealthiest people in Israel. They are the most influential people, naturally
speaking, in Israel. They've been put in custody, and now, they have to stand before the Jewish
council and give an account of why or how the healing of the man, the lame man at the beautiful
gate of the temple who had never walked, was miraculously healed in front of all the people.
The Jewish Sanhedrin are not happy. Peter and John realize that this isn't just some non-
significant bunch of people who have no influence. These are the same ones who literally stirred
up the Roman governor to have Jesus crucified. So, they realize they're in hot water. So, here it
says that they wanted them to know, they wanted them to say by what name or by what power
this man has been healed. Peter just unashamedly says, “It's by the name of Jesus Christ, by
the power of God who raised Him from the dead, that's how this man stands here before you
whole.” In verse 17 it says, and this is the Jewish Sanhedrin, Acts 4:17-21a NKJV

7 “But so that it spreads no further among the people, (They're talking among
themselves.) let us severely threaten them, that from now on they speak to no man in
this name.” '® So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach
in the name of Jesus. '® But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is
right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. ?° For we cannot
but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” ?' So when they had further
threatened them . . .

They've threatened them, they've commanded them, and now, they've further threatened
them. Again, these are not idle threats. These are the men who had Jesus executed.

21 So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way of
punishing them, because of the people, since they all glorified God for what had
been done. ?2 For the man was over forty years old on whom this miracle of healing
had been performed.

Verses 23-24 NKJV,

2 And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief
priests and elders had said to them. 2* So when they heard that, they raised their voice
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to God with one accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth
and the sea, and all that is in them.”

Then, they began to quote Scripture in their prayer. But here, they go to their own company,
and the first thing they do when they are threatened is they lift their voice to God in prayer.
It's so important that we do it, and they continue to pray. They said in verses 29-31 NKJV,

2 “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness
they may speak Your word, 3° by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and
wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 3" And when
they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

Now, what they did was they didn't pray, “God, please rescue us from this persecution.

Lord, stop them and what they're trying to do to us.” No, they didn't pray for a cessation of the
persecution. They prayed, “God, do more of what brought the persecution upon us in the first
place. They're persecuting us because this man was healed. God, do it more. They're
persecuting us because we're preaching the name of Jesus. God, give us boldness so that we
can speak the name of Christ even more boldly. Heal more people. Stretch out Your hands to
heal.” As you read the following verses and chapters, God did just that. They immediately spoke
the Word with boldness. Thousands of people were converted to Christ. More and more
healings occurred. In fact, a whole deluge of healing came in response to this prayer. Now,
when they were threatened, they lifted their voice and they prayed. When you feel threatened,
you need to pray. You shouldn't complain. You need to pray. If you're threatened, lift your voice
in prayer. If you're threatened with anything, if you're threatened with illness, if you're threatened
with bankruptcy, if you're threatened by someone at work who is doing you wrong, lift up your
voice to God and pray. God sends answers to prayer. He wants us to lift up our voice in song
and worship. He wants us to lift up our voices in prayer. Then, just very quickly, the third area
that He wants us to lift up our voices is in the area of evangelism. He wants us to share with
others. Romans 10:13-15 NKJV,

3 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” '* How then shall they
call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of
whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? ' And how
shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of
those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!”

How can they call on someone that they haven't heard of? How can they hear unless somebody
preaches, unless someone lifts up their voice with the gospel message, with the good news?
When the demoniac was set free, that madman from Gadara wanted to go with Jesus. Jesus
said, “No, go home and tell your family and friends how the Lord has had compassion on you,
and how He's done great things for you.” No, go tell somebody. You need to tell people in your
home. Jesus said, “No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket.” We need to share with our
family members first of all. Go home to your family and your friends and tell them. Lift up your
voice and tell somebody about what Jesus has done for you and about what Jesus has meant
to you. If He's given you peace, tell someone. If He's rescued you from the clutches of sin, tell
someone. The Lord is good, but how can they believe in someone that they haven't heard? How
can they hear unless someone lifts their voice to tell them the good news? Well, do you know
what? My time is gone. I'll end with this. Jesus Christ loves you. He is the Son of God. He died
as your substitute to pay the penalty for your sins so that the wrath of God wouldn't come upon
you, but it came upon Him as your substitute. The claims of God's eternal justice were satisfied.
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Jesus was raised from the dead. If you'll call upon Him, yield your life to Him, and make Him the
Lord of your life, God will rescue you from eternal damnation and make you part of His family,
and heaven will be your future home. God bless you.

Copyright © Answers with Bayless Conley

Page 7 of 7



