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There are the people we talked about in our very first lesson. We talked about what it produces,
the produce, the product, the things that come forth from our giving. Next is the possibility. We
find this in 2 Corinthians 10. That is, the sphere of our influence is increased through our giving.
Again, 2 Corinthians 10. | want to read to you the beginning of verse 13 of 2 Corinthians 10.
This is really fascinating if you just pay close attention to it. Verse 13 says, “We, however,” and
this is Paul writing to the Corinthians,

3 We, however, will not boast beyond measure, but within the limits of the sphere
which God appointed us—a sphere which especially includes you.

Interesting language. Paul talks about a particular sphere that he had, a sphere of ministry that
had definite boundaries set by God. He said, “We’re not going to boast beyond measure. We’re
not going to go beyond the limits that God has set for us.” My friend, no one can do it all. No one
can be it all. God does set limits for our ministries and for our lives. There are certain things that
| am called to do that God has gifted me to do. But there are some things | am not gifted to do at
all and things that I'm not called to do at all. One of the things that God has called me to do is
this right here. Back in October of 1979, | was living in a little apartment. It wasn’t much. | had
some old cinder blocks with some pieces of wood on top. That was my table. | had an old
kitchen table that had a Formica top. | think it had come out of a dumpster somewhere. My
bedroom, all | had was a mattress thrown on the floor. | didn’t have a lot. But hey, | was a

single guy. | didn’t need much at all.

Early one morning, | was standing next to my mattress. I'm worshiping God, and I'm praying.

| got quiet. The Lord, by His Holy Spirit, spoke to me. He said, “You will minister the Word of
God on television.” | wrote it down on a little three by five card. | still have the card today. At that
time, honestly, that was as far away as the moon. | was a student in a Bible school at the time.
God spoke to me and said, “You'll minister the Word of God on television.” Well, there has been
a whole process leading up to what we’re doing now. Today, we broadcast into some, | don’t
know, 130 countries. We’re doing it in multiple languages. It's something that | sense the grace
of God on me when | do this. | realize I'm talking to people. | say this many times, but the fact is,
it’s true. If | could come to you right where you are, into your village or into the city in which you
live and come into your home, as large or as humble as that might be and sit down and have a
cup of tea with you and sit down at your table or sit down in a chair with you and talk to you and
find out your story and listen to the history of your life and what God has done for you. | would
love to hear that. | would love to pray with you and to share with you.

But obviously, I’'m not able to do that, but | can do this. | realize that | don’t know how God does
it, but God makes this personal. | know that God speaks to people through what I'm doing right
now. | know He does. It may be speaking to you right now, speaking to your heart. There are
people who say, “God, | need an answer. Are You there? Do You hear me? What about this?
What about that?” And there you go. Do you think it’s a coincidence you'’re listening right now?
I's not. So, this is part of the sphere that God has given me. Paul talks about this sphere of
influence that God has given him. He goes on in verse 14. He says,
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4 For we are not overextending ourselves (as though our authority did not extend to
you), for it was to you that we came with the gospel of Christ.

So, Paul was the first one to come into Corinth and share the Word of God with them. It was
part of the field of labor that God had given him. Then, in verse 15, very interesting, it says,

'S Not boasting of things beyond measure, that is, in other men’s labors, but having
hope, (Now catch this.) but having hope, that as your faith is increased, we shall be
greatly enlarged by you in our sphere . . .

Now, he is writing to the Corinthians, and he’s encouraging them to give. Friend, our giving
should always be a matter of faith. It should be a matter of trust in God that, as we give to Him,
we know that He is there. We know the kingdom is real. We know that people are going to an
eternity, either with God or without God. | know those things by faith. I've never been to heaven,
but | know it’s there. I've never been to hell, but | know it’'s there. | give by faith because | know
God is going to supply my needs. When | abundantly honor Him with the first part of everything
| get, | do that. | believe that it's going to bring glory to God. | trust that He is going to meet my
need. So, Paul, and this whole thing is in connection with their giving. It's not everything that he
talked about, but it's certainly a main thread through all of this. He said, “As your faith
increases,” and again, not pulling it out of the context. Part of that had to do with their giving. He
said, “We shall be greatly enlarged by you in our sphere.” Now, | want to read that in a couple of
other translations in a moment. God appointed the sphere. But here, listen, He works through
the willingness of His people to give, to increase that sphere of influence, to make it larger.
That’s literally what Paul is saying. Listen to that same verse through some other translations.
Here’s the Amplified Classic.

'S We do not boast therefore, beyond our proper limit, over other men’s labors, but we
have the hope and confident expectation that as your faith continues to grow, our field
among you may be greatly enlarged, still within the limits of our commission . . .

Listen to this from the NLT translation.

5 Nor do we boast and claim credit for the work someone else has done. Instead,
we hope that your faith will grow so that the boundaries of our work among you will
be extended.

It's talking about boundaries being extended. Here’s the ERV.

> We limit our boasting to the work that is ours. We don’t boast about the work other
people have done. We hope that your faith will continue to grow. We hope that you will
help our work to grow much larger.

So, hey, again, here I'm relating to the sphere God has given us. Here, at Answers. This is part
of what we’re doing. Right now, we’re laboring within the sphere that God has given. We're on
some Christian channels and platforms around the world. But a lot of what we’re doing is on
secular television stations and secular platforms. Some of those have no other gospel witness.
So, we are so thankful. If | went to heaven right now, and we reached no more people than
we’re already reaching, | am so thankful to God. But do you know what? | believe that sphere of
influence can increase as people continue to give into this. As we shared earlier, God has given
us partners and people who have given themselves to the Lord and to this work because it's
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touched their hearts. Truth be told, there are a whole lot of other language groups that | would
love to dub these programs into and get on in their region, in their country, and in their area.
As people give and as they pray for us, it can help cause the work to grow.

If that is something that God has put in your heart and you want to be a part of it— Listen, if
you watch or listen to me often, | don’t say stuff like this very much. | just don’t. | know there
are some people who God has blessed with great resources. You are the manager of much.
To whom much is given, much is expected. God has given you much seed for personal
consumption. Thank God for that. Enjoy those blessings. But first, He has given you seed for
sowing. That’s the part that God multiplies. I'm just telling you, this is good ground to sow into.
You can be a part of reaching a number of other language groups and other peoples with the
gospel of Jesus Christ. If what we’re doing has been a blessing to you, you can, in turn, be a
blessing to someone else. So, Paul writes about that sphere of influence that they have growing
and increasing as people there in Corinth give. Then, we come to finally or not finally, there is
one more thing, but to what | call the problem. Second Corinthians 11:7-9 NKJV. This is really
interesting. Paul writes to this Corinthian church. He says,

" Did | commit sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because | preached
the gospel of God to you free of charge? 8 | robbed other churches, taking wages
from them to minister to you. °® And when | was present with you, and in need, | was a
burden to no one, for what | lacked the brethren who came from Macedonia supplied.
And in everything | kept myself from being burdensome to you, and so | will

keep myself.

Now, Paul says, “Did | commit sin in humbling myself? The Amplified Bible puts it this way. “But
did | perhaps make a mistake and do you a wrong?” So, when Paul came to the city of Corinth
and preached, it was the believers from Macedonia, that Philippian jailer and his family, Lydia
and her family, and the little demon-possessed girl who got set free. They actually gave and
supported Paul and paid for him to come into Corinth and preach the gospel. He said, “Hey, the
believers of Macedonia supply my needs. | robbed other churches to minister the gospel to you,
and | made it free of charge.” Very, very interesting. He says, “Did | make a mistake and do you
a wrong?” Paul’s thoughts are actually progressive on this point. As you go into the next
chapter, 2 Corinthians 12, he answers his own question. Listen to 2 Corinthians 12:13. He said,
“Look, did I make a mistake not taking offerings from you and just having other churches pay for
this whole thing?” This is what he said in 2 Corinthians 12:13 NKJV.

3 For what is it in which you were inferior to other churches, except that | myself was
not burdensome to you? Forgive me this wrong!

Paul said, “In which way were you inferior to the other church? Now, | robbed other churches
so that | could preach the gospel to you free of charge. So, in what way did | make you inferior
to them, except that | myself was not burdensome to you? Forgive me for this wrong. | wasn’t
burdensome.” The Amplified Bible says, “The fact that | myself didn’t burden you with my
financial support.” So that’s what he’s talking about. He didn’t receive any offerings from them.
He didn’t ask for anything from them. It’s very interesting. Paul says, “l was wrong. | made a
mistake.” He says, “| made you inferior to the other churches.” This word inferior, the Greek
word is only used twice in the New Testament, only two other times in the whole New
Testament. It means “to be treated worse than or to experience loss.” But it also means “to be
subdued, to be enslaved or to be controlled by.” How interesting. “I made you inferior. | treated
you worse. | made you experience loss.” The word means “to be subdued, enslaved, or
controlled by.”
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By not extending to them the privilege to give or teaching them their responsibility to give, he
did them wrong. He put them in a position to be subdued or controlled. By what, you ask? By
the world system. We can operate by the natural laws and principles of this world system, and
we can prosper. But then you are subject to the fluctuations and downturns of the economy,
recession, economic collapse, the whim of the government, the decisions of the company you
work for, and the rising or the falling of the particular industry that you work in. So, if we're just
on that world system, we’re subject to that. We had an economic collapse in California a few
years ago. People in certain industries lost everything. People lost their homes. Businesses
were shut down. People who had previously prospered now had lost everything.

Again, you can use the worldly principles. I’'m not saying that you shouldn’t be wise and use
common sense. We absolutely should. We should learn those things. But when we don’t give,
we’re entirely on that worldly system. If it collapses, we collapse. If the government steps in and
takes everything away or says you're no longer allowed to do business or regulations come in to
change that, that handcuffs you and doesn’t allow you to do what you did or to prosper the way
you prospered, then you are sunk. But when we give generously and consistently into the
gospel, it opens the door for us to participate in a higher system, into God’s higher system.

That is the promise. Now, Paul, writing to the Corinthians, continually cites the grace of God
bestowed on the churches of Macedonia. He talks about how the Macedonians gave sacrificially
and how they gave to support the preaching of the gospel in other regions. We read this in
Philippians 4. He says,

'S Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when
| departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving
and receiving but you only.

So, when he shared Christ with them, a little church was established when they left. The only
ones who supported his ministry and supported his work were these believers from Macedonia.
No one else did it. He said in Philippians 4:16—17 NKJV ,

'8 For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities.
7 Not that | seek the gift, but | seek the fruit that abounds to your account.

Now, that in itself is interesting. When Paul went to Berea and Thessalonica, when he went into
Corinth, and he won people to Christ, and people’s lives were changed, and they became part
of the kingdom, that’s all referred to in the Scripture as spiritual fruit. It all went to the account, if
you would, on heaven’s ledgers that these believers in Macedonia in the city of Philippi, it went
to their account as if they had been the ones out there preaching. All the things that we do, the
lives that are changed, the people whose marriages are restored, the people who come to faith
in Christ, the pastors who are encouraged, that’s all fruit that abounds to the account of those
who pray for us and those who support us financially in heaven’s ledgers. That’s all work that
you did, because the fact is that we’re all tied together as one. Then, he goes on and says in
Philippians 4:18 NKJV,

'8 Indeed | have all and abound. | am full, having received from Epaphroditus the
things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing
to God.

So, their sacrificial giving literally brought pleasure to God. When we give sacrificially in
obedience to God, it brings pleasure to God. It says it brings an aroma, a beautiful aroma
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up in heaven before God. Like in the book of Revelation, it talks about the incense that goes up
before God. It says that the prayers of the saints come up as sweet-smelling incense before
God. Well, so does sacrificial giving to the gospel. It comes up as a sweet aroma before God.
Then, verse 19, most everyone knows this verse, but you cannot take it away from the context
that | just read. Verse 19 of Philippians 4, and this is God’s promise to those who are giving
missionally, those who are giving sacrificially, those who are giving consistently, those who had
given into the gospel, those who had sent aid once and again, those who had made this
generous giving a part of their lives, that it put the Kingdom first, not last, not a leftover, not after
I've taken care of all my needs. “If | have anything left over, God, I'll give You a little bit. I'll throw
a few dollars in the offering.” No, those who put the Kingdom first. This is the promise to them,
Philippians 4:19 NKJV

% And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus.

What a promise. “My God shall supply all of your need.” Now, notice he didn’t say He’'ll supply
all your needs according to your needs. He said, “He’ll supply all your needs according to His
riches in glory.” If He supplied all your needs according to your need, then once the need is met,
the supply ends. But this says that He supplies all of our needs according to a heavenly
resource and a heavenly scale, according to God’s riches in glory, which speaks of abundance.
The need is met, but there is sufficient left over to give in to another need, to support another
work, to continue supporting the work that | am giving. It is God’s promise, and it belongs to
those who give. It is not dependent upon the world system. It is not dependent on the world’s
economy. My friend, God can open doors of favor and opportunity that otherwise would remain
shut. God can guide you by His Holy Spirit into places, and He can give you connections that
you could never, not in a thousand years of human effort, could you ever do it yourself. God
can do it in a moment. He can work miracles when necessary. Now, Paul had come to the
conclusion that he had done these Corinthian believers wrong, and he asked for their
forgiveness. He said, “Look, | wasn’t burdensome to you. | didn’t ask for support. Forgive me
for this wrong.”

There was a gentleman who | knew. He was a great Bible teacher. He’s been in heaven for
many years. He pastored, | think, some 13 years before he went into field ministry and began
to travel, teach, and preach. He was invited to go back and speak, | think, at the last church that
he had pastored. He had never taught those people to tithe, to give, and to honor God with the
first part of their income. | think he didn’t do it because he didn’t want to be unpopular.
Sometimes we worry more about what people think than what God thinks. If | should seek to
please man, | would not be the servant of Christ. | know when you share on subjects like this,
some people’s hackles are going to go up and say, “Oh, they’re just about money.” Friend, the
Bible talks a lot about this. We have chapters here in 2 Corinthians dedicated to this subject. It
needs to be taught on. He didn’t want to be unpopular with his people. He didn’t want to bring
offense. So, he never taught them to tithe, never taught them to honor God. Consequently, the
church never expanded its borders or its influence, and really never expanded in the
community. His own personal needs and his family, he always struggled when he was there.

When he came back, | heard him share this. “When | came back and taught in the church that
| had pastored myself, the first thing | did was | apologized to the congregation.” He said, “I did
you wrong, and | need you to forgive me. | never taught you to tithe. | never taught you to give.
| never taught you to take care of the needs of the church, and taught you to give so that we
could do outreach beyond our four walls. | robbed you. | robbed you of a blessing that God
wanted to bring your way. | robbed you of fruit that would have abounded to your account.
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| committed robbery in the sense that God was not glorified the way that He could have been.”
All the things we’ve been talking about in these lessons, some of us just really need to get on
our knees and pray about some of these things.

| was in Mexico living as a young Christian, and we were in a little town called Maneadero down
in Baja, California. We’d been asked to share that particular Sunday with a small congregation.
The person who was going to share that Sunday had it on their heart to teach about tithing,
giving God the first tenth of our income, bringing it into God’s house. They asked the pastor for
permission. They said, “Look, | feel like, after praying, God has laid this on my heart to share
this message. May | do that?” The pastor gave his permission, and always before he sat with us
in the front row. But that Sunday morning, he didn’t even come into the auditorium. He hid. He
was afraid that his people would get upset. He had never taught on tithing. | remember the guy
sitting behind me. | could tell he was very agitated by the message. When the service ended,

| turned around. | still remember he had this huge mustache. He kind of looked like Pancho
Villa. You may not know who that is. Study a little of Mexican history about Pancho Villa. You'll
find out the man had a fine mustache. Anyway, he got up, grabbed his wife, and stormed out of
the church. | mean, he just almost ran out. He was mad. You could tell he was angry. He didn’t
like the message at all.

Anyway, next week, the same person has been asked to share again. They get up to share,
and Mr. Mustache is back sitting behind me again. In the middle of the message, he lifts his
hand. The person who is sharing a message, this time a totally different message. Normally,
somebody wants to interrupt you. Most of the time, you don’t call on them. But they did. They
said, “Do you have something to say?” He says, “Yes, | do.” He stands to his feet and interrupts
the whole church service. He says, “Now, you all know me. You know my wife.” He said, “Last
week, these rich Americans came.” He didn’t know | was living in my car at the time. But his
thinking was that if you came from across the border, you were wealthy. “These rich Americans
came, and they told us to give the first 10 percent of our income to the church.” He said, “l was
so mad. | thought, how dare they! That might work across the border in the United States, but
that’s not going to work here in Mexico. Don’t they know how poor we are?” He said, “I struggle
every week just to put some frijoles and tortillas on the table, some beans and tortillas, beans
and bread for my family so they have enough to eat.”

He said, “In the evenings, | go through the alleys, and | collect pieces of cardboard and scraps
that maybe | can sell and get a little extra money. We never have enough. | was so mad at
them, and | went home.” He said, “But | began to think about the message. | looked up the
verses that the person shared. Sure enough, it was in the Bible, and God’s promise to open a
window in heaven. | thought again about how my wife has never owned a new dress in her life.
We've never had anything. But it’s in the Bible.” He read through. He says, “It’s here, and God
promises that He will bless me if | do this. So | decided this week | would give God the first tenth
of every peso | made.” That’s their money there. “So, | gave God the first ten centavos from
every peso. | can’'t explain it to you, but God has done miracles. My wife, stand up, woman.”
She stands up. He says, “She has a new dress on. She’s never owned a new dress in her life.
God did that this week. God has opened doors for me for work that have never been opened
before. I'm telling you, this tithing works and you all need to do it.” He pointed to the person
preaching and said, “Now, stop teaching that message your teaching and teach on that
message of tithing again.” Then, he sat down.

Well, | know God doesn’t always work that quickly, but God does work. The promise is that He

will meet our needs when we honor God, and when we give, the needs of the church will be
met. Our sphere of influence will be increased. It'll open up doors of blessing and supply from
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God that would otherwise remain shut. It will result in thankful hearts, bringing glory to God.
My friend, | pray that you get involved in the grace of giving and you don’t miss out on these
blessings that God has promised to those who have a generous heart.
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