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Lessons from Philippians: Praise Your Way Out
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Hello, friend. Welcome. We're going to be talking about something that | find extremely
fascinating. It's the story in the book of Acts about the birth of the church in Philippi, the
Philippian church. We have this book in the New Testament called Philippians. Sometimes,

we read the book to the Corinthians, we read the Ephesians, we read Philippians, etc., and

we don't really think about what those congregations looked like, what they were made up of, or
how they came into being. How did the first convert come into the Kingdom of God? How did the
church grow? Actually, in the book of Acts in chapter 16, we are given a bit of a blow-by-blow
description of how this church actually came into being, how it was formed, and how the first
people came to Christ. There are just a lot of fascinating elements to it. There are some real
lessons in it for us.

The story starts with Paul and his companions. They're trying to take the gospel into Asia

Minor. They're trying to go into a place called Bithynia, but the Holy Spirit won't allow them to
go to these places. We're not told how the Spirit communicated with them. It may have been a
prophecy; we're not told. It may have been a dream or a vision; we're not told. It may have been
the Spirit speaking to one of them; we're not told. It may have just been a very recognizable
inward impression. The Bible says, “As many are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons

of God. And the Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit.” Sometimes, it's just a matter of an
inward witness. You know in your knower that you just have this sense within you. You know the
Holy Spirit is directing you or talking to you, and perhaps it was that. We're not told exactly how,
but we are told that Paul had a night vision. In this vision, a man of Macedonia said, “Come to
Macedonia and help us.” They determined that it was God leading them to go to Macedonia.

So, before too long, they take a boat, head to Macedonia, and end up in the city of Philippi.

It's named after Philip of Macedonia, the father of Alexander the Great. It was actually a very
strategic location. Many battles were fought over this place. It sort of commanded the road
between Europe and Asia. You would think if you have this vision, that a man appears, saying,
“Come to Macedonia and help us,” that amazing things are going to open. These huge doors
are going to automatically open, and they're going to have a parade for you in the street. But it
wasn't that way at all. They sort of got the lay of the land. There wasn't even apparently enough
Jews to form a synagogue because, according to the tradition of the time, you had to have

10 Jewish families in a city or a town to form a synagogue. Paul's normal method of operation,
when he would go to a place, was that he would go into the synagogue and, from the
Scriptures, preach Christ to them.

When there weren't enough families to form a synagogue, they would traditionally go down by a
riverside, read the Scriptures, and have a time of worship there. So, they found some Jews and
some Jewish proselytes down by a river worshiping God. There weren't even any men there.
There were women gathered. So Paul and his companions share the gospel with them, and
God opens the heart of a woman named Lydia. She is very upper class. She is an aristocrat.
She is very wealthy. She has a big home. She has a lucrative business dyeing and selling
purple garments. She gets saved. Her household gets saved. She has servants. She has



Lessons from Philippians: Praise Your Way Out

people in the house. Her home is so big. She insists that Paul and those with him come and
stay with her. She is a woman of means and the very first convert in the city of Philippi.

Then, as they continue to go to the riverside, there is a demon-possessed girl who is a fortune-
teller. She begins to cry out, “These are servants of the most high God who show to us the way
of salvation.” Of course, everything she said was right, but nobody wants a demon advertising
for them. | have the feeling that she said what she said in a bit of a sneering, mocking tone. All
the people in the area there would have known about her. She was a slave girl. She was owned
by men who used her gift. She actually was possessed by an evil spirit. They would have
considered it a gift to make money. They charged for what they did. Even in that day, a general
wouldn't go out to battle without getting a positive omen from one of these fortune tellers. So
she would have been known pretty much far and wide in that region. And to have the gospel
immediately associated with the occult was not a good thing. So after many days, the Scripture
says that Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, “ command you in the name of
Jesus Christ, come out of her.” The evil spirit came out of her, and she was set free. We're not
told it, but | would like to believe that she joined the church. Imagine being gripped by demonic
dark powers all of your life and suddenly being set free. I'm quite sure she became a member of
the congregation there. But her masters were upset because they realized their means of profit
was suddenly gone. We read this in the Scriptures about them. It says in Acts 16:19-24 NKJV,

9 But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. 2° And they brought
them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our
city; 2! and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive
or observe.” 22 Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates
tore off their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with rods. 22 And when they
had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to
keep them securely. 2 Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.

Now, the slave owners of this woman—who could previously tell the future, she can't do that
anymore because that evil spirit has gone out of her. She has been set free. They get Paul and
Silas and drag them before the authorities of the city. They said, “These men greatly trouble our
city.” They didn't care about their city. They were greedy. They only stirred up trouble. They only
cared about the profit they were losing. A lot of times, you trace things back, and it goes back to
greed. The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. In fact, the King James Version says,
“The love of money is the root of all evil.” So they may have seemed pious. “Oh, they're
disturbing the peace of the city, and they're teaching us things that aren't right for us as Romans
to receive or to participate in.” They were lying through their teeth. They were just worried about
their money. It will happen wherever you are. You start having success, and people start coming
to Christ—if it affects their pocketbooks, they are going to stir up trouble.

| was thinking about it the other day. When | drive to church on Sunday mornings, there is a
particular bar that's right on the main boulevard, not too far from the church. Every morning

| drive by it, like eight o'clock in the morning, there are people sitting outside of the bar. The
door is open. There are customers. Eight o'clock in the morning, every Sunday morning, they
are there. Some of those people, you can see them there in the afternoon. They spend their day
there drinking. They're sitting outside with their drinks and smoking cigarettes. What happens if
these patrons to the bar suddenly get saved, radically transformed, instead of sitting at the bar
on Sunday morning and spending their retirement money? Most of them are pretty old who are
sitting around there. Instead of doing that, they're coming to church. All of a sudden, the owner
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of the bar is losing a lot of money. Well, he is either going to come to Christ or he is going to get
mad. He is going to maybe start saying some things like, “Hey, that church over there is stirring
up trouble.” Well, you're just losing money.

Let's just imagine. What if we have a massive revival? I'm praying for such a thing—that

the church is revived and that there is a great awakening in the world, and kids, instead of
spending thousands of dollars on the latest video games and spending their time watching
advertisements, they're in church and reading their Bibles. So all the manufacturers of video
games, now suddenly, their profits are plummeting or whatever that translates into. Get ready
for trouble to be stirred up.

So Paul and Silas were beaten with rods. They were thrust into the innermost prison. The jailer
fastened their feet in the stocks and left them there securely. Now, as you read on in the story,
there was an earthquake. I'm going to read it to you in a moment. Paul and Silas were set free
supernaturally, and so were all the other prison doors that were opened. We're going to read
that the jailer was about to kill himself. It's important as we talk about this story, because
according to Roman law, if a prisoner got set free, it was your life for his life. That was just the
way that the Roman authority went. If the prisoners escaped under your watch, well, then it was
your life that is now forfeit. That's why the man was about to take his own life. | read on to you
from these verses. It says, “But at midnight . . .” So here they are. Their feet are fastened in the
stocks. Paul and Silas are in a stinking inner prison. There are no toilet facilities. They're given
nothing to eat. Their backs are torn open. They've been beaten with rods. They're locked into an
uncomfortable position. It's absolutely filthy in this place. It's dark. Acts 16:25 NKJV says,

25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them.

Apparently, they were praying and they were singing quite loudly. It was no quiet thing
because everybody was listening to them. Acts 16:26—-30 NKJV,

% Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains
were loosed. 2’ And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the
prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about
to kill himself. 2 But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for
we are all here.” 2° Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before
Paul and Silas. % And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must | do to

be saved?”

There are a few things in this that | want to talk to you about. | think they are important stories
as we continue to look at how this Philippian church was born. At midnight, Paul

and Silas are praying and singing praises. Their backs are beaten and bloodied. They are
chained in a stinking prison cell. It looks like everything has gone wrong for them. They are
singing, praising, and praying. It's midnight. It's the darkest hour. You may be experiencing

a midnight hour right now, friend. It may look like everything has gone wrong for you. Perhaps
you have even obeyed God, and it's gotten you in trouble. | think we need to remember that
Paul and Silas are in this predicament because they were obedient to the Lord. They were
following a vision that the Lord had given them. Now they find themselves in trouble.

It didn't say, “Well, at midnight, Silas said to Paul, ‘Oh, some vision you had, Paul. That
certainly couldn't have been of God. If it would have been from God, we would have been
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handed the keys to the city. We don't even have the keys to our cell. What the heck is going
on? This is stupid. I'm not going to serve God anymore if it gets me in trouble. What kind

of a God would allow this to happen?’” That's just the way some people are. They get into a
problem, and they begin to question God. It's like the disciples out in the boat. There is a

great storm. Jesus is asleep, and they said, “Master, don't You care that we're perishing?”
That’s some people's reaction to the storm, “God, don't You care?” Yes, He cares, and He

still has the power to calm the seas. So they're worshiping and praising in their midnight hour.
Listen, my friend. There's somebody here, and you need to hear this. There are some situations
where the only way for you to get out is to praise your way out. There are some places that you
need to get into. There are some places you need to be, and the only way you're going to get in
is you need to praise your way in. You need to do it when you don't feel like it. You need to do
it when the deck is stacked against you. You need to do it when things are dark. You need to
praise God. So they began to praise the Lord. And of course, God sends an earthquake and
sets them free.

I've thought a lot about it. Heaven is a very noisy place. Not in a bad way, but in a good way.
There is just a lot of activity and a lot of noise. There is a lot of sound in heaven. If you always
want it to be quiet, you will not be happy in heaven. You ought to just read the references
where, “The angel said with a loud voice. . .” and “The multitude is singing and praising with a
loud voice.” They said with a loud voice. They're praising the Lord, and they're praising the
Lamb. The creatures around the throne and the elders around the throne are worshiping God

in a loud voice. There is a lot of loud praise. It really is interesting if you go through, especially

in the book of Revelation, where it talks about God's throne and what goes on in heaven. They
praise with a loud voice. You find it again and again and again. There's a lot of loud praise going
on in heaven.

Now, I'm going to get back to that in a moment. When | was in high school, | heard a song

on the radio one day. It was the coolest song | ever heard. | still like the song to this day. | just
thought, “Man, this is awesome.” So | asked my friends, “Have you guys heard such and such
a song?” None of them had heard the song. | remember late one night, | had three or four
buddies with me. I'm driving in this old van, it only had an AM radio that was just kind of really
crackly, and it didn't have really good sound on it. As we're driving along, I'm listening to the
local rock and roll station. We're going to a party or wherever we were going. Anyway, my song
came on the radio. Everybody's laughing, and they're making a lot of noise. | remember saying,
“Shut up! Everybody, be quiet! This is my song.” | turned it up as loud as it would go. | pulled off
to the side of the road, and | made them listen to my song.

| just imagine God in heaven with all of the loud worship going on, there are the creatures
around the throne—the elders, the angels—there's just activity and loud sounds. All of a
sudden, God says, “Everyone, be quiet. | hear My song. Some of My children, it's a midnight
hour for them. It looks like nothing is going right. It would appear naturally that | failed them, but
they're trusting Me. Listen to them sing.” All of the heavens get quiet. And, | don't know, maybe
God got to tapping His foot. The Bible does say, “Heaven is His throne and earth is His
footstool.” God just got to tapping His foot, and it caused an earthquake. All of a sudden, the
shackles fall off of everyone, all of the prison doors open, and all the prisoners are set free.
What I'm trying to tell you is you need to worship God in your midnight hour. This was an
integral part of the birth of this church. So the Philippian jailer, this grizzled ex-Roman soldier,
which is what he would have been, comes in, calls for light, and trembling says, “Sirs, what must
| do to be saved?” The apostle Paul responded in Acts 16:31 NKJV,
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31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.”

Now, it's the exact same word when the jailer said, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” It's the
Greek word lords. He realized he was in the presence of superiors. He said, “Lords, what must

| do to be saved?” They said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” There is one Lord above every
other lord, and His name is Jesus. Now, they didn't say, “What must you do to be saved? Well,
do good works, go to church every Sunday, read your Bible, be kind to animals, don't cheat on
your taxes, and don't tell lies.” No, they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be
saved.” The Bible says, “It's by grace we are saved through faith, not of works, lest anyone
should boast.” It's by grace through faith plus zero. That's an important thing to understand.

Our good works do not save us. That is not how Paul responded. He didn't say, “Well, do

good works and be a good citizen.” He said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Now, good works are important, though they don't get you saved. Good works are the product
of salvation. Salvation is by grace through faith. Salvation is of the heart. “It's with the heart that
man believes.” The Scripture says, “If you believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the
dead, and if you confess Him with your mouth as Lord, you will be saved.” Somebody watching
me right now needed to hear that. You do have a belief in your heart that Jesus is the Son of
God. You know that He was more than just a man. Well, you have to add your lips to it. You
only have half of the equation done. You have to believe in your heart and confess with your
lips that He is Lord, understanding that Lord means “boss.” When you call Him Lord, in essence,
you're saying, ‘I die to my rights of independent living, and I'm willing to submit my life to You.”
When you do that, the result is salvation.

The Holy Spirit comes and makes you what the Scriptures call, “A new creation in Christ Jesus.”
Jesus called it being born again—being born of the Spirit, the real you on the inside, the spirit
being that lives inside of this house. Now, right now, all you see is the house that | live in. I'm
looking at you out of these two hazel eyes. Both of my windows happen to be hazel colored. I've
got a bunch of freckles. | got a paint job. | don't know why. When | was a kid, they used to call it
a screen door suntan. | have freckles everywhere. | was in the sun yesterday, and about 10,000
more freckles popped out. You can see the paint job my house has. You can see what color the
windows are, but you can't see me. I'm a spirit being created in the image of God. I, just like
you, will spend eternity somewhere. Every human being is an eternal being, and sin has
separated us from God. The only thing that brings us back into union with God is our trust

in Jesus Christ as our risen Savior. Confessing Him as Lord is submitting our lives to Him.

So, that's what Paul told the jailer he needed to do: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you
will be saved, and your household will be saved.” Now God is going to use him as a light to
reach the rest of the household. Usually, that's the way things happen. Yes, every person must
make a personal decision for themselves to accept Jesus Christ, but it all generally starts when
one family member gets saved. Maybe you have a really bad legacy, a bad family history.
Maybe there is a history of violence in your family, maybe a history of alcoholism, a history of
abuse, a history of unfaithfulness, where all of the men have been unfaithful to their wives or the
wives have been unfaithful. You may just have a really dark past. It can all change with you. If
you give your life fully to Jesus Christ, there can be an about-face in your family.

| was the first one to get saved in my family. | never heard the salvation story until | was in my
twenties. | was living in another state and hadn't seen my family for a few years. When | came
back, they thought I'd lost my mind because | wasn't just a little in, | was all in for Jesus.

Everything was all about Jesus. It's still all about Jesus. My little sister was the first one to get
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saved. | took her to a Christian concert, and she gave her life to Jesus. She and her friend
named Bobby Sue, | took them both, and they walked forward and got saved. My mama was
the next one to get saved. My dad was the last one to get saved. He was the hardest nut to
crack, but my whole family came to faith in Christ. But God used me to bring the knowledge of
the truth to them, and God will use you as well. It goes on in the next verse,

Acts 16:32-33 NKJV,

32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.
33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And
immediately he and all his family were baptized.

Now, notice Paul said, “You and your family will be saved.” But it says, “Then they spoke the
word of the Lord to him and all who were in his house.” You still need to speak the word of

the Lord to them. “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.” So yes, his whole
family got saved, but Paul still had to share with them. They still shared the word of the Lord, the
truth of the gospel with them. The Bible says, “We are born again, not of incorruptible seed, or
excuse me, not by corruptible seed, but of incorruptible seed by the word of God that lives and
abides forever. How can they believe in Him in whom they've not heard? How can they hear
without a preacher? How can they preach unless they are sent? Faith comes by hearing and
hearing by the word.” Yes, pray for your family members. Pray earnestly for their salvation. Pray
that God would open their eyes. Pray that the scales would fall from their eyes. Pray for your
classmates. Pray for your fellow workers at the place of your employment. Pray for them. But
also pray for an opportunity to share with them.

So Paul and Silas preached the Word to them, and they were all saved, but they had to hear
first. The first thing they did when they got saved was they were baptized. Friend, if you've put
your trust in Jesus Christ, you need to be baptized. Baptism won't save you. It's a demonstration
of the salvation you already have. It's an outward demonstration of the salvation you have in
your heart. When you get baptized, you are saying before God, before the angels, before the
demons, before your family, before your friends, before the world, “I have totally identified with
Christ.” When you went under the water, you were saying, “I'm dead to my old life.” When you
came up from the water, “I have a new life with Jesus Christ.” It is not a doctrine to be debated.
It is a command to be obeyed. Every believer needs to be baptized in water, so you need to get
baptized. The story goes on in Acts 16:33-34 NKJV,

33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes.

And immediately he and all his family were baptized. ** Now when he had brought
them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in
God with all his household.

Now think about it. We talked earlier. Here's this jailer. He was going to kill himself. He is

afraid because the prisoners have escaped. It's his life for their lives. Paul says, “Don't harm
yourself. We're all here.” So here is this guy who was so afraid of what the Romans were going
to do to him, what the punishment was going to be, that he is going to kill himself rather than
face the music. Now, he's marching these guys down the street and having dinner with them in
his own house. He's not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. And | tell you, along with the apostle
Paul, | will echo that | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. “It is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes.” As the story goes on, the magistrates found out that Paul
and Silas were Romans. Paul was a Roman, and they said, “Okay, let them go.” The jailer said,
“You guys are free to go.” Paul said, “No, they beat us uncondemned as Romans. Let them
come themselves and get us out.” All of a sudden, the magistrates in the city are afraid because

Page 6 of 7



Lessons from Philippians: Praise Your Way Out

now they've broken the law. They don't know what's going to happen to them. They come and
plead with them to please leave.

But anyway, that is the start of the church in Philippi. And when you read the book of
Philippians, think about it. Some people feel that this Roman jailer actually became the pastor
of the church in Philippi. So we have Lydia. She's an aristocrat. She's upper class. We have

the ex-slave girl who was set free from demon power. She's the lowest class. We have a middle
class. We have the jailer. They made up the church along with those in Lydia's household and
those in the jailer's household. And that was the seed for the church in Philippi, which grew and
had a great influence for the gospel throughout the world. But that was its beginning. When |
read the book of Philippians, these are the people who | think about. | think about how God
changed their lives. My friend, God wants to change your life as well. He loves you. Jesus Christ
died on the cross for your sins, and He was raised from the dead on the third day for your
justification. Put your trust in Him. You will never regret it. God bless.

Copyright © Answers with Bayless Conley

Page 7 of 7



