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Hello friend, thank you for joining me. | have some things to share with you that | believe can
really help you. I've been doing some teaching out of the book of Philippians, and I've gone
back over some of the last things I've shared. It's an amazing thing that the Word of God seems
to just be pregnant. It is always giving birth to new facets of revelation and new insights. So, I'm
going to back up a little bit, because | really feel like the Lord's been speaking to me from some
of the verses | already covered. | just want to share these thoughts with you, and then go on
from there. If you have a Bible, you ought to grab it and follow along with me. God's Word is
supernatural. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and it's profitable,” the Bible says.
That word inspiration literally means that it is “God-breathed.” God has breathed His life into
His Word. Jesus said, “The words | speak to you, they are Spirit, and they are life.” Jesus said,
“If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, you can ask what you will, and it'll be done for
you.” He said, “To continue in His Word, by that we are His disciples indeed. We'll know the
truth, and the truth will set us free.” Psalm 107:20 NKJV,

20 He (God) sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their
destructions.

So, | just trust that today, as you invest this time, and as | share from my heart the things that
God has put there from the Scriptures, | believe that some things are going to happen to you.
That you're going to receive something that you need. Let's not discount what God might do.
Literally, in the next few minutes, you could get a key that can change your life, or there is
perhaps some things up the road ahead waiting for you that you are unaware of. Some things
you're going to face. Maybe a crisis, a difficulty, or a barrier. Who knows what it is? God knows.
But the thing that you receive now, the thing that strikes home with you that you reflect on and
think about and sort of drill down into—it just may be that in the coming days, the coming
months, or before this day or this night is out—you're going to need what God gives you through
His Word.

Father, | just pray for my friend watching me right now. | pray that You'd open the eyes
of their understanding and give them a spirit of wisdom and illumination, to the glory of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

In the book of Philippians, in the first chapter, the Apostle Paul is in a Roman prison, and he
says the most interesting thing, “I'm caught between two. | have a desire to depart and to be
with Christ, which is far better.” In a sense that the Romans at that time were sharpening the
axe to take off his head, but he says, “I also have a desire to remain, which | think is more
needful for you. The Holy Spirit through your prayers is going to furnish whatever is necessary,
and | believe I'm going to be released.” He was released from this Roman imprisonment. It was
really quite a faith statement for Paul to make to the Philippian church. He talked about seeing
them again, and he made this decision to remain. | want to read to you from Philippians 1:27
NKJV. He says,
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27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and
see you or am absent, | may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with
one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.

He's basically saying, “Even if | never make it back to you, and if | get released and God calls
me somewhere else, you need to conduct yourselves properly.” It's interesting, the phrase in
English here says, “Let your conduct be.” That, literally, in the Greek language says, “Behave as
a citizen.” That's literally what Paul said, “Behave as a citizen.” He uses the same metaphor in
Philippians 3:20, where he declares that we are “citizens of heaven.” Our lifestyle should reflect
the fact that God is our King, and that heaven is our homeland. How we live should reflect well
on the gospel. Titus 2:9-10, the apostle Paul, through the Spirit of God, tells us as believers in
the workplace, in the environment of our work, he says, “You need to have a good attitude, be
loyal, be faithful, and don't steal items of small value so that we may adorn the gospel.”

Some people just really need to hear that. They are at work, and they maybe didn’t bring their
Bible with them, but they have a bad attitude. They are not loyal to the place they work at.
They're not faithful. They've got a little collection at their house of all the staplers they have
stolen at work or the pencils they've stolen at work. Somebody says, “Oh, what’s the big deal?
So, | took a company fountain pen.” Well, the Scripture says, “Don't steal small things from your
workplace and have a good attitude and be loyal, et cetera, be faithful that you may adorn the
gospel.” Isn't that interesting? That you may adorn the gospel, inferring that even though the
gospel is absolutely glorious on its own, we can dress it up by our character and by our actions
in a very appealing way or in a very unappealing way. We adorn the gospel. We dress it up.

| was coming back from Germany once after having done meetings in a number of cities. | was
tired, and | sat in my seat. There is no one in the seat next to me. They were about ready to
close the doors, and I'm thinking, “Oh, this is good. I'm going to be able to stretch out and relax.
I'm not going to have to talk to anyone.” It's not that I'm not friendly, but | was just tired. And I'm
thinking, “Good, there is nobody in the seat next to me.” Then just before they closed the doors,
this lady comes on and, she was a sight. She had this big, weird, floppy hat on. She had these
ginormous glasses on. She had this baggy, frumpy sweatshirt on. Believe it or not, she had a
ball of knitting yarn with two knitting needles in it. Now, that tells you how long ago it was
because they would not let you on an airplane today with big, sharp, long knitting needles. She's
got these two knitting needles and a big ball of yarn, a big bag, and sort of gets on and sits next
to me. | said, “Hi, how are you doing?” She said, “Hi.” So, | thought, “Whatever.”

Anyway, before the plane took off, | was so tired, and | closed my eyes. | slept through the
takeoff. | don't know, probably an hour later, | woke up. We are on our way back to the Los
Angeles International Airport. | opened my eyes, | looked next to me, and there is a different
woman sitting there. | was shocked. The woman sitting next to me was fit, attractive, shapely,
gorgeous, and her hair was done. And I'm thinking, “Where did you come from?” This woman
literally was stunning. And | realized, it took me a second to just digest it. It was the same lady
who sat next to me. She took off the big floppy hat. She took off the giant glasses that made her
look so weird. She stuck the knitting ball in the little compartment above. She had taken off the
big floppy sweatshirt, and | said, “Hi.” She said, “Hi,” and we started talking. | don't know how we
ended up getting around to it. I'm sure | broached the subject. | always look for an entree to do
that when I'm talking to people. | ended up sharing my testimony with her, and we talked about
the Lord, about Christianity, and about salvation for about the next three hours. She was filled
with questions.
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I came to find out that she was actually a famous German actress, as well as a model who had
been a top model in Italy, throughout Europe and in Germany, and then moved over into acting.
She was well known, and she was in disguise from the paparazzi. That is why she had the big
floppy hat, the weird glasses, the big bag and the knitting ball, so that no one would know who
she was and all the photographers wouldn't flock around her as she was entering the airport or
coming to get on the plane. She's this gorgeous woman. | found out from talking to her that she
actually spoke five languages. Here's this really pretty, super intelligent, well-spoken, human
being who is filled with intelligent questions about the gospel. Just such a shift. When | think
about the gospel, sometimes we adorn the gospel in frumpy clothes, and we make it so that it's
not appealing because of our attitudes or because of some of the things that we might say.
Paul, again, there in Titus said, “Look, adorn the gospel of God. Have a right attitude.” Don't
steal stuff. People are watching you, and the truth is, you are the only Bible some people will
ever read. | am the only Bible that some people will ever read. Paul didn't want them acting right
just because they knew he was coming. Let me read that verse to you again. Philippians 1:27
NKJV says,

27 et your conduct be worthy (In other words, live as a citizen. Let it be worthy) of the
gospel of Christ, (the way you act, the way that you live) so that whether | come and
see you or am absent, | may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with
one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.

He said, “Look, whether | come or whether | don't, you need to act like a citizen.” It's interesting.
| was on the golf course one day, and | was with a friend, and the two of us joined two other
guys. We are out there, and this one guy messes a shot up, and he just cusses up a blue
streak. He threw his club down. He was a nice enough guy, but he had a dirty mouth. If he ever
missed a putt or if he hit a bad shot, he just cussed and cussed. About halfway through the
round, he goes, “Hey, what do you do for a living?” | go, “Well, I'm actually a pastor of a church.”
He goes, “Oh, sorry for all the cussing.” It was interesting. Apparently, having the preacher there
is somewhat of a motivation for behaving right. He apologized for his foul mouth, but we need to
remember that Jesus is there all the time.

Paul says, “Whether | show up or not, you need to live like Jesus sees everything you do. Like
Jesus hears everything that you say.” The truth is, some people, and some of our brothers and
sisters in the church, will live right as long as certain people are bringing their influence into their
lives. There are some people who, as we say, “will toe the line,” will attend church, and do the
right things. It's due to the influence of others and not really because of their own personal
relationship with the Lord. That was true. There are numerous examples of that in Scripture. |
want to share one with you. It's about King Joash. He became the King of Judah when he was
small and Jehoiada was the priest. | want to read to you from 2 Chronicles 24. Listen to it. In
verse 2 NKJV, it says,

2 Joash did what was right in the sight of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest.
So as long as Jehoiada was alive, Joash as King did what was right in the sight of the Lord.
But we read later in that same chapter, verses 17—19 NKJV. Again, this is just one of many
scriptural examples. It says,

7 Now after the death of Jehoiada the leaders of Judah came and bowed down to the

king. And the king listened to them. '® Therefore they left the house of the Lord God of
their fathers, and served wooden images and idols; and wrath came upon Judah and
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Jerusalem because of their trespass. '° Yet He sent prophets to them, to bring them
back to the Lord; and they testified against them, but they would not listen.

Isn't that just like God? He gives us so many chances. He always puts up roadblocks, and He
sends warnings like, “Don't keep going down this pathway. It's leading to destruction.” But it said
that they wouldn't listen to these prophets. It goes on in verses 20-22 NKJV,

20 Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, who
stood above the people, and said to them, “Thus says God: ‘Why do you transgress
the commandments of the Lord, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have
forsaken the Lord, He also has forsaken you.” ” 2! So they conspired against him, and
at the command of the king they stoned him with stones in the court of the house of
the Lord. 22 Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness which Jehoiada his
father had done to him, but killed his son; and as he died, he said, “The Lord look on
it, and repay!”

What a sad, sad story. When Jehoiada was removed, along with the grace and the influence
that he brought to bear throughout his life, Joash went off the rails. | knew, not very well, but
was acquainted with a minister and his wife. They were used in the prophetic, and they had an
impact on my life. | just highly respect them both. He died, and shortly after he died, she just
absolutely went off the rails. She started sleeping around with a bunch of men, and just basically
walked away from God. | was there scratching my head thinking, “How?” Well, it was the
influence of her husband. She did what was right in the sight of the Lord all the days of his life.
But she didn't have her own personal relationship with the Lord secured and established.

| just want to ask you, if you're a believer, what about you? Who is the most influential person
of God in your life? If they were removed, would you still serve God? Is it a friend? Is it your
spouse? Is it a particular ministry, the minister, the vicar of your church, or someone else who
God has brought into your life? If that most influential person, spiritually speaking, if they were
removed from your life, would you continue to serve God? May we so adjust our hearts so that
no matter who comes or who goes, we will continue to follow Jesus. | just feel like I'm really
encouraging someone. This is God's kindness coming to you because you are going to church.
You are doing things that you know are right, but it's mostly because of the influence of
someone in your life. You need to develop your own relationship with Christ. So, if that person
and everybody else was taken off the scene, you are going to go on with God.

Paul went on, and he encouraged them to stand fast in one spirit with one mind. Spirit speaks
of our motivation. Mind speaks of our purpose. People can have the same purpose but have
different motivations for pursuing that purpose. We saw it earlier in Philippians 1 that some
were preaching the gospel out of selfish ambition because they wanted to be recognized. They
wanted to be promoted. Others were preaching the gospel out of love and out of right motives.
Paul said, “Look, we need to strive together for the faith of the gospel, not strive against one
another, but strive together for the faith of the gospel.”

We are number one, to strengthen our own faith. And number two, we bring that faith to others.
It's twofold when he said, “That we are to strive together for the faith of the gospel.” Again, one,
strengthening our own faith. Number two, taking that faith to others. We could say the church
has a twofold purpose, gathering in and sending out. Number one, gathering in, we win people
to Christ. We gather them in. We love them. We teach them and we strengthen their faith. And
then number two, we send them out into the world. Into their own arenas of personal influence
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and take the faith of the gospel to others. It's been said that the church that doesn't evangelize
will fossilize. It is true.

Every member of the Church has an important part to play. If you're a Christian, even a brand-
new Christian, or you have just come to Christ recently. You may be a stay-at-home mother.
You may work in a factory. You may work on a dairy farm. You may be a school teacher. You
may be a college professor. You may be in law enforcement, but whatever your job is, you have
a work to do for Christ. God wants you to bring the influence of the gospel into your own
personal world. You might feel like, “Well, I'm just insignificant. It really doesn't matter.” No,

it does matter.

| had a friend share with me once that he was in a meeting with a well-known, sort of a
statesman of the gospel. | never had the chance to meet this guy, but he was in the
Assemblies of God denomination. He was the general superintendent at the time, | believe, of
the Assemblies of God. If he wasn't at that time, he was someone high up in the organization,
highly respected. | heard him preach many times, but I'd never met him. He was also a very
accomplished pianist. This person said they were in a meeting with a bunch of young ministers,
and he's talking to them. He sat down at the piano, and he played this beautiful piece of music.
Everyone was just sort of astonished at how beautiful it was and how it just flowed from his
insides, like the most natural thing. The piano became an extension of his soul. Then he says,
‘I want to play the same song again.” He played it again, and something was just off. The guy
said, “It didn't even sound like the same song. It was just wrong. Something was just wrong.”

He asked them, “Do you know what the difference was between the first time | played it and the
second time | played it?” They said, “No, we don't know.” He said, “The only difference was, the
second time | played it, | didn't use my little finger.” He said, “You think sometimes that the little
finger is not important. Like you're a little finger. No, with God's composition, with what God is
doing, you are important. Even if you feel like you're just a little finger out there, we need your
part.” It's not right. It's not whole. It's not what it should be unless every—as the apostle Paul
uses the illustration—unless every joint, every ligament supplies. My brother, my sister, God
wants to use you to bring the faith of the gospel to others. Then we read in Philippians 1:28-30
NKJV, he says,

2 And not in any way (talking to these believers, don’t be in anyway) terrified by your
adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from
God. ?° For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him,
but also to suffer for His sake, *° having the same conflict which you saw in me and
now hear is in me.

Now, both the fact that they were being persecuted, being opposed, and that as believers, they
were unflinching, was a sign that, both to those who were persecuting them, opposing them,
and to the believers themselves, it was a sign where both were headed. Some of them were
headed up, some of them were headed down. That's what he said in verse 28, that this conflict,
this persecution you're experiencing, you face it with a stalwart spirit, a right heart, and a right
attitude. He said, “It is a sure sign both to you and to those who are persecuting you. It's a sign
of where both are headed.” It's interesting. Paul said, “It's been granted to you both to believe in
Jesus and to suffer for His sake.” Both believing in Jesus and suffering are spoken of as gifts.
Go figure. We understand why believing might be considered a gift, but suffering? How could
that be considered a gift? How has it been granted to me to suffer for my faith in Christ? Well,
number one, because when we suffer persecution with the right attitude, there is a reward.
Listen to these words of Jesus in Matthew 5:11-12 NKJV,
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"1 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil
against you falsely for My sake. '?> Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your
reward in heaven.”

That's one reason it's a gift, but another reason is because God can use it. Even right there with
the apostle Paul, he shared earlier in the chapter, that the entire Praetorian guard, the most elite
section of the Roman military, 10,000 strong. They also were a great political force in Rome. He
said, “The entire Praetorian guard has heard that my chains are in Christ.” They've all heard the
gospel. Then at the end in Philippians 4, Paul said, “The brethren greet you, especially those of
Caesar's household.” So, God had used this persecution he was experiencing and this
imprisonment to literally reach people in the household of the most influential person in the
world at that time, other than, of course, Jesus Christ, but Caesar. Caesar's household. People
in the Imperial house had been reached for Christ.

Now, these verses tell us that God can use you in the same way, even if you're suffering for the
gospel. Paul said, “You saw it in me. You saw it when | was in Philippi. You know what's going
on in Rome. And now, you're personally tasting it.” These verses talk about adversaries. They
talk about suffering. They talk about conflict, which includes being maligned, beaten, resisted,
and jailed. Paul said, “You saw it in me. Now you're experiencing it yourself.” Question. What
was the true source of all that persecution, of the resistance, of being jailed, and all that? What
was the source of that? Well, it was Satan. The Scripture says, “We don't wrestle against flesh
and blood.” All the resistance was there, and they were striving to spread the gospel. It literally
was striving because the devil was resisting the work of God.

In American football, you only tackle the guy who's running with the ball. You don't tackle
someone else. If you don't want to have conflict in your life concerning faith, if you don't want to
have any adversaries, and no suffering, it's pretty easy. All you have to do is lose your fire and
back off from spreading the gospel. Do nothing, say nothing, and be nothing for Christ. But I'm
telling you, as for me and my house, as for us and our church, that's not going to happen. The
devil knows that when he tried to silence the gospel at Philippi through persecution, it backfired.
It was like throwing gasoline on a fire. The gospel just spread more.

When he sees that outward pressure won't work, he seeks to cause problems from within. You
see, the devil is not afraid of a large church. He's afraid of a unified church. That's why Paul
speaks so strongly for unity and the things that promote it. Which is something that we're going
to get into next time. | just pray right now that from the things that I've shared, that God would
illuminate something to you. He would highlight something to you. And that as you consider it,
as you meditate on it, that you'll extract what God is trying to say to you. | just bless you in the
name of Jesus and look forward to being with you again. Until then, may God's richest and best
be yours always.
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