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Second Timothy 1:3—7 NKJV, beginning in verse number 3. This is the apostle Paul writing.
He's in a prison cell in Rome. He's near the end of his life, and he's got his young pastor protégé
named Timothy on his mind. This is what he says in verse 3. Paul says,

3 | thank God, whom | serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without
ceasing | remember you in my prayers night and day, # greatly desiring to see you,
being mindful of your tears, that | may be filled with joy, ® when | call to remembrance
the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your
mother Eunice, and | am persuaded is in you also.  Therefore | remind you to stir up
the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. ’ For God has not
given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God for it. If you've got your Bibles with you, just
keep them open. We're going to reference this passage over and over, but let's pray.

Father, we come to You now in the name of Your Son Jesus. We thank You for Your
Word. We ask today for a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of You.
Would You speak to us through Your Word? Would You illuminate our eyes to see
what You have to show us? We ask now that You would shut us in with Yourself and
that You would move from seat to seat and from heart to heart and reveal to us afresh
the beauty, the majesty, and the grace of Your Son Jesus. Our prayer is that He would
be lifted high and that He would be exalted in this house today. It's in His name we
pray. Amen. Amen. Amen.

There's something incredibly powerful about a mother's influence. What is amazing to me is that
sometimes that influence seems subtle. Sometimes that influence even seems unseen. Yet it is
undeniably strong. | think about a mother's influence like this: often it's like a rudder on a ship.
Sometimes a rudder is unseen. Sometimes it's very small. Yet it has this ability and capability to
turn a whole vessel, to steer and navigate a boat through the stormiest of seas and the roughest
of waters. Mothers, that's what your influence does. Today, | want to highlight that. Today,

| want to celebrate that influence. Whether you're a natural mom or grandma with kids or
grandkids of your own. Maybe you are a foster mom, a stepmom, or an adoptive mom. Maybe
even those titles don't adequately describe you in this season. But you're a spiritual mom, and
you are a mentor. You pour out what you have into other people. Whatever motherly role you
may be playing, | want to just encourage you in the fact that your life really matters. The
influence that you bring to those around you really matters. Maybe you hear me say that, and it
seems like hyperbole. Maybe it sounds like preacher talk.

| want you to know you are genuinely making a difference. The reason | know that is because of
our text. | want to just take you back there for a moment. Again, contextually, this is the Apostle
Paul writing. He's writing to Timothy, who is a young man. Timothy has been saddled with this
massive responsibility. He's been entrusted to be the pastor of one of the New Testament's
largest churches, located in a city called Ephesus. In the opening verses of this letter, Paul
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gives us both insight and a powerful snapshot into a family dynamic that changed the world.
Not because that dynamic was ideal, but because it was faithful. The first observation | want to
give to you for your consideration from the text is this. | want you to consider Timothy's family
dynamic. Again, going back to the Scripture, starting in verse 3. Paul writes, and says, “I thank
God whom | serve with a pure conscience as my forefathers did, as without ceasing, |
remember you, Timothy, in my prayers night and day, when | call to remembrance the genuine
faith that is in you.” Then notice this, “Which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and in your
mother Eunice.” Paul says, “I'm persuaded, Timothy, that it's in you also.”

So again, contextually, Paul is writing to Timothy. He's letting him know, “I'm thinking about you.
Timothy, | pray for you often. Every time | do, I'm reminded of your genuine faith.” What a great
thing to be reminded of. What a great thing to be known for. May we all be reminded of
someone's genuine faith, someone in our lives. When people think of us, may it be said of us
that we were people of genuine faith. But here's what | want you to notice. Where does Paul say
that faith came from? In verse 5, he says, “That genuine faith that was in you that first started in
your grandma and then was in your mom.” He says this genuine faith started with grandma and
mom. Again, this letter is addressed to Timothy. Like | said a moment ago, he's got this massive
job, title, and responsibility within the church. But according to Paul, who is the real hero in this
story? Grandma Lois and Mama Eunice. | think that's really special.

But as we talk about family dynamics, there's something else | want you to notice. Something
that's missing in this passage or rather, someone. Dad. Dad is not mentioned anywhere here in
the Scripture. Now, that might not necessarily come as a shock or strike us as odd in our 21st-
century living. Because unfortunately, we've been accustomed to families having unique
dynamics where dads aren't as present, or dads aren't as involved now as they used to be in
previous generations. So subconsciously, sometimes we view this passage through our
modern-day eyes and through our modern social construct, and we miss the fact that in the first
century, especially for the readers of this letter, the fact that Timothy's dad is not mentioned is a
major red flag.

Because fathers in the first century were expected to be the spiritual leaders in the household.
The fact that Timothy's dad is not mentioned here—as a matter of fact, he's not mentioned
anywhere in Scripture except for one little brief comment in Acts 16:1. We're told Timothy's
father was Greek and that he probably wasn't a believer. That's all that we're told about him.
When we put those limited yet informative clues together, a picture comes to the forefront.
The picture is this. It's a family structure, and it's a home dynamic where something has

gone horribly amiss, and we don't know if Dad just sort of walked away from the family.

We don't know if Dad passed away, or we don't even know if he was just checked out spiritually.
But whatever the case, we know this for sure. It wasn't Dad who was nurturing Timothy's faith.
Rather, it was the women in his life. It was his mother, Eunice, and his grandmother, Lois. They
carried the spiritual weight in the family. Listen, maybe that sounds familiar to your story. Maybe
right now you're a single mom, and you're doing your best. You're working multiple jobs, taking
on multiple shifts, and you stay up late when you get home. You pray over your kids as they
sleep, and you wonder, “Is any of this even making a difference?” Hear me. You are making a
difference. Because chances are, this is the exact kind of home that Timothy grew up in. Maybe
right now you look at your home life, and you go, “This isn't ideal. This isn't what | imagined or
pictured.”

Maybe you even go, “This isn't even what | was taught.” Maybe your family structure doesn't line
up perfectly with the picture that God presents in His Word. If that is you, | just want to

Page 2 of 9



The Unseen Influence of a Godly Woman

encourage you. That where ideal is lacking, God's grace abounds. | know this for sure about
God's grace. It is more than sufficient. It is hand-tailored for us, and in our weakness, His grace
is strong. Please know, God is not limited by your situation, and He is more than able to work
through your faith. He is more than able to work through your perseverance. He is more than
able to work through your prayers, just like He worked for Lois and for Eunice.

| read this text, and immediately my imagination begins to soar. | picture Eunice tucking little
Timmy into bed when he was just a little boy. Maybe Timmy's lying there, and he's holding on to
his stuffed little camel or whatever kids had back then. As he begins to drift off to sleep, | picture
Eunice praying over him and whispering blessings over him, repeating to him stories about the
faithfulness of God. Maybe she even quotes the Psalms over him. While she's there tucking
Timmy into bed, | can see Grandma Lois. She is in the room right next door. She is sitting in her
rocking chair, rocking back and forth, and under her breath, she is lifting up prayers. Lifting up
her family before the Lord. Probably, in true parent fashion, as everything was peaceful at night,
the next morning, they woke up and they got to bring correction and discipline to Timothy
because he was drawing on the wall with charcoal or crayons or something like that, because
that's real life.

Hear me. Faith gets formed in the middle of real life. And not just any kind of faith gets formed.
Notice what Paul says, and this is the second observation | want to bring to your consideration.
Paul says the kind of faith that got formed in Timothy was a genuine faith. | want you to notice
where Paul says that genuine faith came from. He said it's the same genuine faith that had first
been in Grandma and then in Mom. More on that in just a moment, but | want to explore that
word, that descriptor, that adjective genuine that Paul uses. The word genuine literally means
“a living type of faith.” It means to “have a sincere faith.” It means “a faith without hypocrisy.”
Now, most of you would be familiar with that term hypocrisy.

The fact that it comes from the ancient Greek theater. The actor who held a mask and would
wear the mask was called the hypocrite. He had two faces. So when Paul uses the descriptor
genuine for faith, what he's saying is that it's not a fake Sunday-only type of faith. Do you know
what I'm talking about? Where on Sunday we pull out the Christian mask so that it's seen in
front of other people. But then Monday through Saturday, that Christian mask goes into the
drawer, and we live a completely different kind of way. As much as it pains me to say, here, in
the American Church, we've gotten really good at wearing the faith mask on Sunday, and then
we live how we want to live Monday through Saturday. And somehow, we have convinced
ourselves that God's okay with that, or that God's even pleased with it.

But here's what happens: the world and those around us look at the picture of our lives. They
look at what's presented before them, and they match that picture with the picture that God
presents in His Word of what a person of faith should look like. They look at our picture, and
then they look at God's picture, and go, “Ah, you don't look like your picture.” And we wonder
why there is a crisis of faith in this country amongst young people. It's because the picture of our
lives is supposed to be marked by genuine faith, not a Sunday-only kind of faith. A sincere living
type of faith. The kind of faith that we live in, and we live out day by day. Not just the kind of faith
that we recall to the surface when we're in trouble, or when we need something. Or the kind of
faith that we only talk about when we're surrounded by our church friends. No, a genuine, lived
out, sincere, lacking-hypocrisy type of faith.

Paul is really intentional in our text to point out that this genuine faith that's in Timothy didn't

happen by chance. In other words, it wasn't just the result of his vocation or the fact that,
because he's a preacher, of course, he's got genuine faith. On the contrary, Paul lets us know
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that this genuine faith had a root, an origin, and an ethos. He said it started with his mom and
his grandma. It was first in Lois and in Eunice. That tells us something really important. Here's
the third observation for you: genuine faith is contagious. It's contagious. To be clear, Timothy
caught this faith and then embraced it, not because it was forced on him, but because he saw it
lived out every single day. These women didn't just preach faith; they practiced faith.

Timothy watched them live it out. He said, “There's something. There's something real about
Grandma's faith. There's something real about Mom's faith. When she talks about God, there's
like a real relationship there. Whatever that is, whatever they have, | want that as well.” He saw
this faith lived out when money was tight. He saw this faith lived out when the neighbors
gossiped about their home situation. Timothy saw this faith lived out when he came home
crying because he had been teased at school because his dad was not around. These women
lived out their faith in front of him. What | love about it is that it didn't even have to be loud
necessarily. What | mean by that is that the mom and grandma didn't have to stand on the
street corner with a microphone and a megaphone yelling the gospel out at passersby.

Rather, it was just simple, it was genuine, and it was found in the way they lived their lives at
home. It was the words that they shared with Timothy. The words that they shared amongst
each other. It was the fear and the reverence that they showed before God. It was the worship,
the genuine worship, that they brought before the Lord. It was the sincerity of these things that
made faith loud enough and clear enough to be seen and noticed by Timothy. Maybe one of the
ways you could say it is like this. Genuine faith is formed in the shadows, not just in the
spotlight. Not just in front of a bunch of people, but it's actually formed and seen in the ordinary,
mundane tasks of life. It's when you're the same person at home that you are at church.

| think this faith was shown in the way that Mom worshipped while she did the dishes. This faith
was shown in the way that Grandma, every morning, would take out her tattered, falling-apart
Bible and open it with awe and reverence before the Lord as she sat to read. By the way, just
a little bit of a side note: If your Bible is falling apart, it's probably a good sign that your life and
your faith are not falling apart. | think this genuine faith was displayed in the way that mom
prayed when she thought that no one was looking or no one could hear her. But do you know
who was looking? Do you know who could hear her? Timothy. Timothy would see her go into
the closet when she thought she was alone. He could hear her begin to intercede for him and
for his family. He could hear her saying, “Lord Jesus, make Yourself known to my son.”

Listen, parents, those hidden moments, those hidden prayers are not quite as hidden as we
think they are. Kids are perceptive. They pick up on far more than we think they do. Even in my
own life, | think back to some of my earliest memories, moments that | actually think back on
quite regularly, and | think about my mom. We talked about it a moment ago. When | was
young, | would wake up early on a Saturday morning to go downstairs and watch cartoons. In
order to get down the stairs, I'd have to go past my parents' room. Often, she would think she's
the only one awake, and | could hear her behind closed doors praying, lifting my name up
before the Lord, lifting my brother and my sister's name up before the Lord. That was a daily
thing for her. To this day, it's still something that she practices. | know that those little hidden
moments in life may not seem super significant, but I'm telling you, they leave a lasting imprint.
To this day, if you were to ask me, | would tell you this. The reason I'm in the Kingdom and the
reason I'm serving the Lord is because | had a praying mom who lifted me up before the Savior.

I won't have you lift your hands this morning, but | think if | were to ask you to, there would be a

few of us who could lift our hands and say, “The reason we're in the room today is because a
praying mom or praying grandma brought me into the Kingdom.” Ladies, don't ever
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underestimate the influence and the impact that you have in the home. Let's go back to Timothy
for a moment. Can't you just picture him picking up on the peace that pervaded their home? The
peace that his mother and his grandmother carried, even in the midst of hard times? Can't you
see him recognizing the integrity they worked with and they spoke with, even when nobody else
was watching? Can't you see him being amazed at their trust in Jesus, even when it seemed
like nothing was working out in their favor? Listen, this is how the initial seeds of a genuine faith
get sown into someone's life. When people see us taking God at His Word, when people see us
trusting Jesus and living for Him even when it's hard. That's how faith becomes genuine.

Listen, faith doesn't become genuine or real in the lives of our kids just because we go to church
or make them go to church. Listen, going to church is good and it's proper. We're instructed in
the Scriptures to do it, but going to church doesn't make me a Christian. Just like sitting in the
Dodger dugout doesn't make me a Dodger, or sitting in the garage makes me a car. The
Scripture says, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” So being in church
and sitting under the Word is incredibly important for the Christian life. We're instructed in the
New Testament not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, especially as we see the
day of Jesus’ return rapidly approaching. Hear me. This is how faith starts, we're in the house,
we're in church, and we're listening to the Word. Do you know how faith grows? Do you know
how faith gets developed and refined? By taking that faith outside the four walls of this building.
It grows, develops, and matures in everyday life, where we live for Jesus out there and not just
in the pews. Genuine faith is developed and formed when we choose to live day in and day out
for the Savior. When we choose to stick with faith and refuse to let go of it even when things are
hard, even when things don't make sense, even when things aren't going our way, even when
we get a bad report from the doctor, or the landlord, or the boss.

Truth be told, the development of genuine faith in our lives is not always pretty. As a matter of
fact, more often than not, | think developing faith in our lives is messy. Why? Because life is
messy. | don't know about you, but | don't always have the answers. Maybe it's different for you,
but God doesn't always seem to work on my timetables, and the various situations and
circumstances of life don't always shake out the way that | want them to. “Faith is the substance
of things hoped for, and it's the evidence of things unseen.” Meaning that genuine faith in our
lives is forged in the crucible of trials.

Where in the pressing, and in the stretching, we choose to hold on to Jesus and anchor
ourselves in His Word and His promises, regardless of what life is throwing our way, because
“Faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of the unseen.” It's taking God at
His Word and saying, “Lord, nothing makes sense right now, and in the natural this isn't
working, but I'm looking to You. I'm looking to Your Word. And because You've promised, |
know that You will fulfill Your promise.” That's what genuine faith is. To a point | made earlier,
people look at our lives. They see how we live, especially our kids. They see the faith that we
claim to have. Listen, we can't fake faith in front of them.

Now, they may not always do what we tell them to do, but they'll never miss what we do. We
can talk all day about, “Hey, son, hey, daughter, you need to have faith,” but we need to live that
faith out in front of them. As a matter of fact, James, the brother of Jesus who wrote the New
Testament book of James, would say it like this in James 2:17. He says, “Words aren't enough.”
He would say, “Some people say, ‘hey, | have faith.”” And he goes, "Great, well, show me your
works because faith without corresponding action, faith without a corresponding life, that faith,
those elements, are dead. Faith without works is dead.” If we want to pass on a genuine faith,
we have to live it out with consistency.
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Now, parents, hear me, that doesn't mean we have to be perfect. Our kids and those who are
under our influence don't need us to be flawless. But they do need us to be faithful. | remember
not that long ago, a mom in the church came up to me after service. She said this to me, “l don't
always have the right verses to say to my kids, but | got a Ph.D. in hugging and in praying.”
Honestly, moms, in most cases, that's going to go a lot further than having a theology degree.
It's not about being a spiritual expert. It's about being vulnerable, available, and authentic. It's
about pointing those under our influence to Jesus through how we live our lives. One final
observation from the text, and then we'll wrap this up and make sure you get out of here in time
to beat the Baptists to lunch. It's Mother's Day. | know y'all got reservations. We're going to get
you out of here on time. One final observation, and this one builds off the last. Here it is, number
four: Faith is generational, but it's not automatic. Going back to 2 Timothy 1:5 NKJV, look at
what Paul says.

5 When | (recall Timothy and) call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you,
which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, (then here’s the
last part) and | am persuaded is in you also.

Now, Paul makes a really important distinction here. The distinction is this: Timothy had to
choose to believe for himself. Grandma couldn't believe for him. Mom couldn't repent for
Timothy. Now, they had set the stage for him, but he had to step into that faith himself. Guys,
this is the tension that every parent feels. This last summer, | took my oldest son up to Northern
California for this kind of father-son camp. My oldest son is 16 years old now. Last summer, he
was 15, getting ready to be 16. It was sort of this kind of rite of passage moment. We had a
great time. We were there with some other dads and their sons, and we had a day full of
activities and whatnot.

It was a really great bonding time. But one afternoon, he and | sat together and had a really
honest and really vulnerable conversation. If you're a son, you'll get this: having vulnerable,
honest conversations with dad is not always the easiest thing. | said to him, “Son, just be
warned, this might get super awkward. But | want to ask you some things, and | want to check
in with you. | want to ask, how's the state of your soul? Son, what's the number one thing in this
life that you're afraid of?” He looked at me, and he's like, “Dad, it's heights. You knew that.” | go,
“That's not what I'm talking about. | probably gave that to you. I'm really sorry. But that's not
what I'm talking about. Genuinely, deep down in your soul, what's the number one thing that
you're afraid of?” His answer gave me pause. He said, “Dad, I'm really afraid that | won't end
up playing baseball.” That sort of rocked me for a moment. | thought, “Huh, the most important
thing in his life right now is this sport that's right in front of him. He's dedicated to it, and
obviously, he loves it.”

| remember saying to him, “Son, | love that you love baseball. Let's hope that one day you're
good enough to be drafted. Let's say you're so good, in fact, you finally make it to the show. You
make it on an MLB roster. That would be fantastic. Son, I'm 40 years old. By the time you're my
age, it doesn't matter how good you are at baseball. They're taking baseball away from you.
What are you going to do then? If that's what's providing you identity, then we need to relook at
a few things.” He said, “Well, Dad, what should my identity be rooted in? What is it that you want
the most for me?” | said, “Son, the thing that your mother and | want more than anything, our
greatest desire for you is simply that you would know and love Jesus. That you would serve Him
and, if it's through baseball, hey, that's amazing. But we want you to know Him. Anything else is
just a cherry on top.” Now, listen, guys, my son is a pastor's kid. He knows the Word of God. He
knows the stories. He's been surrounded by people of faith his whole life. As a matter of fact,
before he could walk or talk, he was in church every time the doors were open.
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But here's the truth. As much as | want it for him, he can't live off my faith, and he can't live off
my wife's faith, and he can't live off of grandpa’s or grandma's faith. He has to make it his own.
He has to accept it for himself. Parents, listen, we can do all that we can, we certainly need to
pray, we can teach, we can model, we can be an example, and we can bring discipline and
correction when needed. But, at some point, our kids have to make their own decisions when it
comes to faith. If you're like me, that can be terrifying because we're not in total control of that.
As a matter of fact, my prayer every day is, “Lord, bring my kids into the Kingdom. Bring them
into the Kingdom.”

Here's the good news. The genuine example that we set before them creates fertile ground. We
may not be able to produce a particular outcome or control that, but we can set the environment
and shape it for them. That's exactly what Lois and Eunice did for Timothy. Their faith didn't
guarantee Timothy’s salvation, but it sure gave him a front row seat to God's faithfulness. We
don't know where or even how, but somewhere along the way, Timothy grabbed a hold of it for
himself. He didn't just catch the information. He caught that living conviction, and he believed it
for himself. This text and history tell us that Timothy didn't just believe, but that genuine faith
actually became the defining mark of his life.

Now, 2,000 years later, we have the benefit of hindsight, and we can see the ripple effect.
Timothy became one of the most influential figures in all of church history. Again, 2,000 years
later, we're still talking about him. We're reading letters that were written to him, and we're still
being impacted by the ministry that came through him. Why? Because two women chose to live
out their faith in front of him. | can promise you this, 2,000 years from now, if Jesus should tarry,
people aren't going to be talking about me, but they're going to be talking about Timothy.
They're still going to be talking about him, and by extension, they'll still be talking about Lois and
Eunice. That's the power of a generational legacy. Moms, hear me. You may never preach a
sermon. You may never write a theological book. You may never plant a church. But if you raise
a child who knows Jesus, a child who walks in the truth, I'm telling you, you're changing the
world. The Bible says, “That if we'll raise a child in the way they should go, they won't depart
from it when they're older.” Just ask Lois and Eunice. They're the picture of legacy.

Sometimes | think when it comes to spiritual legacy, we think in these big, dramatic terms. We
think in terms of stadiums full of people. We think of crusades and conferences. But hear me,
more often than not, spiritual legacy looks like this. A mom on her knees before the Lord.
Grandma fasting for her grandkids, and women quietly waging spiritual war in their homes.
Listen to me. Hell is terrified of a faith-filled praying mom. So to all the ladies in the house this
morning, whether you're a biological mom, a grandma, a spiritual mom, or a mentor to others,
you just need to know this. You're loved. You're valued. But more than that, you are absolutely
necessary for what God is doing on the earth right now. So today we rise up, we call you
blessed, and we thank God for you. We thank God for all that you do. Before we pray, can we
just thank all the moms, and all the ladies in the house this morning? We honor you. Come on,
would you bow your heads with me? Let's pray.

Father, we thank You for Your Word. We thank You for the encouragement from Your
Word. We thank You for the example of Lois and Eunice and the genuine faith that
they passed down. Father, help us, both men and women, to be like that with those
under our authority, with those under our influence, be it our kids, be it our kids'
friends, or be it our coworkers. Whoever You've given us influence with, Lord, teach us
and help us to live life with a genuine faith. May our lives bring You glory and honor.
Teach us and help us to be the same people outside of church that we are when we're
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in church. Help us to be the pillar and the ground of truth here on earth. May we truly
be ambassadors for Christ. May our lives plead with people. May our lives plead,
saying, “Be reconciled to God.” May our lives be a picture of Your kindness, Your
faithfulness, and Your goodness.

Lord, I lift up every lady in the house this morning. Every mom, every grandma, and
every spiritual mom. | pray for a spirit of encouragement over them today. Father, for
those who have been discouraged, feeling like they've been working so hard and
they're not getting the results with their family that they want, God, would You lift their
hearts today by Your mercy and by Your grace. May Your grace truly be sufficient
right where they're at. May they sense it. May they feel it. Father, as well, we lift up our
kids before You now. We thank You that You hold them in the palm of Your hand. I'm
reminded even of what the Apostle Paul would write later on in that chapter, where he
said, “I'm persuaded that the things that | commit to God, God is able to hold them and
keep them.”

God, we commit our kids to You even now. We thank You for bringing them into the
Kingdom. Father, we pray for those kids who seem a long way from You right now.
Those kids who know the truth, yet still have walked a long way off. | thank You that
You're the good Father and that You see us when we're a long way off, and You come
running. Thank You that You're the God who leaves the 99 to go after the one. Would
You capture our kids' hearts now? Would You draw them close to You by Your
kindness and by Your grace? May they serve You, know You, and love You. May they
grow up to be spiritual giants in their generation. Oh, we love You, Jesus. We love
You, Jesus.

With your heads bowed and your eyes still closed, there's one more thing | want to say to you.
There's nothing quite like the love of a mother. But the love of a mother is only a shadow of the
love that God feels for you. Maybe you look at your life right now, and you hear me say that God
loves you, and you go, “No, man, if you only knew the things that I've been thinking about, if you
only knew the things that I've been doing.” The truth is this. There is someone who does know
the things that you've been thinking, and there is someone who knows the things that you've
been doing, and that's God. Nothing is hidden from His eyes, and I'm here to tell you this
morning that He still loves you. He loves you right where you are. But He loves you so much,
He doesn't want to leave you where you are. If you're in this place today, and you've never
surrendered your life to the love of Jesus, if you've never looked to Him and turned from your
sin, don't wait. Don't put it off.

The Scripture says, “Today is the day of salvation.” There's a gift that's been offered to you. It's
the gift called grace. What grace does is it comes into your life and changes you from the inside
out. Some of you go, “Well, hold on, I've got to get my ducks in order, and I've got to get rid of
some baggage. When | get my life in perfect working order, then | can come.” No, that's not how
this works. The amazing thing about the gospel, the amazing thing about our Savior Jesus, is
that He comes to you. He comes to you as you are, and it's His love, His mercy, and His grace
that changes us. It changes us from the inside out. He teaches us how to live godly lives. But it
starts with surrender.

Listen, there's no salvation without surrender. Surrender means this. Jesus sits on the throne of
your life. That means you come off the throne of your life, and He sits in your place, and then
your life comes into accordance with His Word. What He says goes. Some of you go, “That's
asking a lot.” Yes, it is. You're going to have to relinquish all of your self-righteousness. You're
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going to have to relinquish all of your pride. You're going to have to relinquish your dreams and
your plans, and you're going to have to submit them before Him. But here's the best part. That
place of submission is surrender. You're going to find out that He loves you way more than you
love yourself, and that His plans for you are far greater than the plans you have for yourself.

He's going to come into your life and bring a completion, a wholeness, and a peace that you
would not be able to find anywhere else. He's the Prince of Peace. Any hope outside of Christ is
no hope at all. So this morning, if you are in any way, shape, or form, troubled about the state of
your soul, | want you to know there's an answer. There's a way. There's a door. There's a
bridge, and His name is Jesus. He loves you, and He gave Himself for you. But He requires all
of you.

If you're in this place this morning, or if you are under the sound of my voice, and the Holy Spirit
has revealed to your heart your need for a savior, | pray that you would have the courage and
the boldness right now, from the privacy of your own seat and from the privacy of your own
heart, to begin to cry out for salvation. That you would form words of dependence, words of
submission on your own lips, and say, “Lord Jesus, save me. Rescue me. | submit my life
before You. | believe You died in my place and took my punishment. | believe that You are
alive, that You were raised back to life on the third day. Come and change me.” If you will pray
a prayer like that, God will meet you where you sit. Romans 5:5 says that the love of God gets
poured into your heart, and it changes you. It's so radical. Jesus says that love is like making
you born again. Where all the old, spiritually speaking, is gone, and everything becomes new.
So if that's you, don't wait. Why don't you begin to lift up a prayer even now?

Father, over every person that's under the sound of my voice that's crying out for
salvation now, | thank You for meeting them right where they are. | thank You for
applying salvation to their life by the Holy Spirit. Thank You for transposing them out
of darkness and death into the Kingdom of light and life. We thank You for the work of
Your Holy Spirit. Thank You for doing that now. Father, as we get ready to go today, |
pray You would bless Your people and keep Your people. Would You cause Your face
to shine on them? Lord Jesus, be gracious to them. Lift Your countenance upon them
and give them Your peace. In Jesus' name, amen. Amen, amen, amen.
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