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Hello, and thank you for joining me. In just a moment, I'm going to begin teaching you from 
Philippians 3, and it is rich. There are some important truths in this chapter that I want to talk 
about. Things that are very applicable to your life and to my life. But I want to encourage you,  
if you've got a Bible, why don't you take a moment and grab it? Or if you have a Bible app on 
whatever device, open that up to Philippians 3.  
 
I think it's important to follow along if you can, rather than just watch the screen. You might even 
get a little pad of paper and a pencil, or if you like to type, do it that way, and take notes. I think 
taking notes helps to crystallize thought, and it helps to promote action. It's amazing how quickly 
we can forget things that actually meant something to us if we don't refresh ourselves on those 
things, if we don't rehearse them and think about them.  
 
So anyway, in fact, the very first verse here is going to make that point, which we're about to 
read. Philippians 3, and we're going to begin in verse 1. Paul is writing, and he says, “Finally, 
my brethren.” Now the word finally means “in conclusion.”  
 
Whenever a preacher says, “In conclusion or finally,” it means absolutely nothing. Paul sort of 
proves that point to us. He says, “Finally, or in conclusion, brethren.” Then he keeps going and 
keeps going and keeps going. So, give your preacher a little bit of grace. If he says, “In 
conclusion,” roll your eyes, but don't make any sounds. Anyway, he says, 
 

1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not 
tedious, but for you it is safe. 

 
Now, the first thing he says here is, “Rejoice in the Lord.” We need to remember that the book  
of Philippians was written while Paul was in jail. It is one of his Roman prison epistles. So, he's 
sitting in jail, and he says, “Rejoice in the Lord.” In fact, he talks about rejoicing a lot in this 
letter. I want to read to you the different places in Philippians where he tells them to rejoice.  
In Philippians 1:18 NKJV, he says,  
 

18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 
preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 

 
In Chapter 1:26 NKJV,  
 

26 That your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to 
you again. 

 
Philippians 2:16–18 NKJV,  
 

16 . . . holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have 
not run in vain or labored in vain. 17 Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink 
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offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.  
18 For the same reason you also be glad and rejoice with me. 

 
Chapter 2:28 NKJV, 
 

28 Therefore I sent him the more eagerly, that when you see him again you may 
rejoice, and I may be less sorrowful. 

 
Chapter 3:1 NKJV that we just read,  
 

1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not 
tedious, but for you it is safe. 

 
Verse 3 NKJV of chapter 3,  
 

3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no confidence in the flesh. 

 
Chapter 4:4 NKJV, yeah, he's not done.  
 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 
 
Chapter 4:10 NKJV,  
 

10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished 
again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. 

 
He says, “Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, rejoice in the Lord.” It lets us know that our 
rejoicing is not dependent upon our circumstances. Though joy at times may be ignited by good 
things that happen, it is not dependent upon circumstances being good. We all go through tough 
times.  
 
We all, as we follow Christ Jesus, will suffer persecution. We're living in a fallen world. 
Everything doesn't function the way that God originally intended. Yet here, Paul, sitting in 
prison, says, “Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, rejoice. Rejoice for this reason, rejoice for that reason, 
rejoice for this reason. Look for reasons to rejoice, to be glad, and to be thankful.”  
 
Now, whatever circumstances I might find myself in, I have Jesus. And more importantly, He 
has me. In this, I can rejoice. There's always something to rejoice about. I know that when my 
earthly life is done, I'm going to heaven. I know there's a God who sees me, who knows my 
name, and who listens to my prayers. There's a Savior who's washed me in His own precious 
blood and made me a part of the heavenly family.  
 
I have a lot to rejoice about right now. I have my health. I woke up in my right mind this morning. 
I have a wife who loves me. I have kids, and they're healthy. My grandkids are healthy. I've got 
genuine friends in my life. I live in a country that right now is free. I'm free to preach the gospel.  
I could go on and on and on and on and on. I got up today, and the sun was shining. I'm just 
going to rejoice in those things, regardless of some of the other stuff I don't like that may be 
going on.  
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So, we can rejoice in the Lord, and you can rejoice. Listen, joy should be the hallmark of a 
Christian life. People should know us by our joy. To be a morose, sour Christian is a 
contradiction in terms.  
 
So Paul said, “Finally rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things, it's not tedious for me, 
but it's safe for you.” When he said, “To write the same things to you,” literally in the Greek 
language, he says to write them over and over and over. It was not boring for Paul, and it was a 
means of safety for them. Repetition is a good thing when it comes to God's Word. We need to 
hear it and hear it again and hear it again. Romans 10:17 NKJV, 
 

17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
 
Faith doesn't come by having heard. Faith comes by hearing. Let’s put it this way. Did you eat 
anything yesterday? You're probably saying, “Yes, I did.” Well, no need to eat today then. Is 
there no need to eat again tomorrow? I mean, you ate yesterday. Why do you need to eat 
again?  
 
Well, I need to eat so my body metabolizes that food and turns it into physical strength in life for 
me. The same thing is true with God's Word. It is food for our spirit, and we must daily feed 
upon it. We need to daily hear it, to read it out loud, to not let it depart from our eyes, and to 
keep it in the midst of our hearts. As the book of Proverbs says, “For it is life to those who find it 
and it's health to all their flesh.” You need to hear it again and again and again. 
 
When God gave the people manna, they had to go out every morning and collect it fresh. They 
couldn't save it up for the next day. They couldn't collect enough in one day to last them the 
week because it spoiled. Friend, “It's by every word proceeding out of the mouth of God that 
man lives.” Jesus quoted that Scripture when He was in the wilderness. “Man doesn't live by 
bread alone, but by every word proceeding out of the mouth of God.” So we need to be 
constantly listening to and hearing the Word. Hence, Paul said, “It's not boring. It's not tedious 
for me to write to you again and again.”  
 
Did you ever notice in the Gospels, Jesus actually said this often, “Again, I say unto you.”  
Jesus was not against repetition. He repeated Himself. He understood this principle. I think it's 
important, if a sermon has ministered to us and fed our hearts, to listen to it again and again. 
You'll always get more out of it. But the truth is, if a sermon wasn't worth being heard twice, it 
wasn't worth being preached once. Paul said, “It will keep you safe for me to write these things 
again.” Well, safe from what? Safe from who? Well, he tells us in Philippians 3:2 NKJV, 
 

2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation! 
 
Now Paul says, “Beware” three times. “Beware, beware, beware.” He's very serious about this. 
“Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation!” Now, all three references 
refer to the same group of people. Paul obviously feels very strongly about this.  
 
They were called the Judaizers. They were a group of believers who said, “Jesus is the Savior. 
Yes, He is the Savior of the world. He's the Messiah, but He's only the Savior of Israel. If 
anyone outside of Israel is going to be saved, they have to become a Jewish proselyte first. 
They must be circumcised, and they must keep all the Jewish regulations in order to be saved. 
And for a Jew to be saved, they must meticulously keep the law as well.”  
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Now, they admitted the Messiahship of Jesus, but they said, “It's not just that, it's also keeping 
the law of Moses.” They changed the message of grace and made it into salvation by works. 
They would come behind Paul to the places where he had preached, and they would undermine 
his work and overthrow the faith of some. Paul was quite angry with them.  
 
Now he said, “Beware of dogs.” That's a Jewish term for Gentiles. It meant something unclean 
or corrupt. He used that term referring to them because they had corrupted the gospel of Christ. 
Paul flung the term back at them. They were the ones who were unclean. They were the ones 
who were corrupt because they had let go of the message of salvation “by grace through faith,” 
and they made it all about works again. He called them evil workers. 
 
Paul considered it wicked and evil when men's eyes were diverted from Jesus and the grace 
that He brings, back to trying to be justified by works. He said, “People who do that are working, 
but they're evil workers.” Then he called them the mutilation. They insisted on circumcision, but 
they were cutting up and mutilating Christ's body over their insistence on circumcision and 
keeping the law.  
 
That same spirit is still around today. It may not say, “Well, you have to be circumcised and 
keep all of the law of Moses,” but you will have people who profess the name of Christ, who  
say you have to have a certain diet, and you need to wear certain clothes and not wear other 
clothes. They've got this particular list of dos and don'ts that you must adhere to if you are going 
to make it to heaven. If you don't adhere to their list of dos and don'ts—if you have a glass of 
wine, you're not saved. 
 
If you don't wear long-sleeve shirts—I remember being in a particular country, and there was a 
whole denomination, a Christian denomination. They said, “If you don't wear long-sleeve shirts, 
you're not saved. You're going to hell.” They made that part of their doctrine. A man couldn't 
show his arms. The women had to basically dress up like a Muslim woman. It was all about their 
lists of things you couldn't do and could do. They said, “Yeah, Jesus is the Savior, but you have 
to add this and this and this.” It may even be over certain formulas of baptism.  
 
I remember as a young Christian, I was in a certain state. I'd actually gone on a little vacation 
with my parents. I was looking at the paper. I'm a brand-new Christian. There was an ad in the 
paper, a little tiny ad. It said, “Jesus coming soon, Pentecostal church,” and it gave a phone 
number. So I called them up and said, “Do you guys have like midweek services? I want to 
come.” They said, “Oh, great. We'll pick you up in the church bus.” I said, “You don't need to do 
that.” They said, “We'll be there.” So they picked me up that evening. It's a guy, his wife, and his 
son. The pastor, his wife and son picked me up. I felt really honored.  
 
So they came. They brought me to the church. I think it was a Wednesday night service. It was 
a beautiful church building. Nobody else was there. I was the only congregant other than the 
guy's wife and his son. His wife and the son sat in the back. I sat in the front row, and the pulpit 
was sort of on this elevated thing. So he got up in the pulpit, towered over me. We sang a few 
songs to start.  
 
Then he preached this message on water baptism, which friend, I believe in water baptism. If 
you have believed in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, confessed Him with your 
mouth as Lord, you're saved, but then you need to demonstrate that salvation. You need to 
obey Jesus because Jesus said that we need to get baptized. 
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It's an outward demonstration of an inward work of grace when I get baptized in the water.  
I'm identifying with the burial of Jesus when I go under the water. I'm identifying with His 
resurrection when I come up out of the water. I'm saying to my family, my friends, my 
community, to God, to the angels, to the demons, and to anybody who wants to watch, “I belong 
to Jesus. I've identified with Jesus. I have a new life in Jesus.” I had been baptized right away 
when I got saved.  
 
Anyway, this guy starts preaching, but they have their own formula of baptism. He's preaching 
that you have to say certain words over the person when they're being baptized. If those 
particular words are not said, you're not saved. You have to say the words that they say. If you 
say anything else, if you add anything on to it, you're not saved. And he went on preaching.  
 
He was a thunderous preacher. He preached—at that time, Oral Roberts was alive, a great 
American evangelist. He says, “Oral Roberts may be helping a lot of people, but he's going 
straight to hell because he's not baptized according to X, Y, Z.” And he said, “Billy Graham  
may be helping a lot of people, and he may be a great preacher, but he's going to split hell  
wide open because he's not baptized according to our formula.”  
 
He started making me nervous. Like I said, I'm a brand-new Christian, and I've been baptized, 
but I don't remember what they said because I was underwater. I didn't hear them.  Anyway, 
service ended, and he says, “We can take you down and baptize you.” I said, “No, thanks. Just 
take me back to the hotel.” But it wasn't faith in Christ. It wasn't a message of grace. They 
added on to. And again, I believe in water baptism. If you've been saved, you need to be 
baptized. Why wouldn't you? If you're a believer, be baptized.  
 
For a Christian to not want to obey Jesus, something's wrong. Baptism is incredibly important, 
but it's not according to this little formula that the exact precise words have to be said. God is 
looking at the heart. So anyway, it could be that or it could be a dozen things. Paul said, 
“They're dogs. They're evil workers.” He called them the mutilation. He said, “Beware of them.” 
Then he said this in Philippians 3:3 NKJV,  
 

3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no confidence in the flesh. 

 
So, we are the circumcision, the true believers. In Romans 2:28–29 NKJV, the Scripture says 
this, 
 

28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward 
in the flesh; 29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the 
heart, in the Spirit . . . 

 
You see, when I put my trust in Jesus Christ, the old man, the old nature is cut away. I am born 
again, and I am made new. It's an inward circumcision of the heart. According to this verse, true 
believers are marked by three things.  
 
Number one, we're the circumcision, the true believers who worship God in the spirit. That 
means with our spirits, from our hearts. Jesus said in John 4 that, “Those who worship the 
Father must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” In the Message Bible, it says, “Your worship 
must engage your spirit.”  
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In other words, it's not just about outward forms. It's not just about lifting hands. It's not just 
about singing certain songs. It must engage your spirit. It's not true worship if it's not coming 
from your heart. Then he said, “The Father is looking for those who are simply and honestly 
themselves before Him in their worship.”  
 
The second thing he said is that the ones who are the real circumcision, the true believers, they 
rejoice in Christ Jesus and in what He's done, not in good works, no matter how noble they are 
or how numerous they are. That our rejoicing is not in the things that we do, but our rejoicing is 
in Him. And number three, that we have no confidence in the flesh—that is to make us right with 
God. In verse 4, and this really gets interesting. In Philippians 3:4 NKJV, he said,  
 

4 . . . though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may 
have confidence in the flesh, I more so. 

 
So, he's saying, “If you feel that your works are good enough to merit entrance into God's 
family, listen to this: I've got a lot more reason to have confidence in the flesh and in my works 
than anyone else.” And he goes on to list some things. In verse 5 NKJV, he says,  
 

5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 
of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee. 

 
Now, let's talk about those things. First, he says, “I was circumcised, but I was circumcised on 
the eighth day.” In other words, it was according to the specific direction of the law. He said,  
“I'm from the tribe of Benjamin.” The tribe of Benjamin gave Israel its first king. They were true  
to Judah when the nation was divided and split apart. The tribe of Benjamin was central to 
influence in Israel. The only patriarch of the 12 patriarchs who was born in the promised land 
came from the tribe of Benjamin. They were an elite tribe. That's what Paul is saying. “I'm not 
just from any tribe, but I am from the most elite tribe.” 
 
Then, he said, “I'm a Hebrew of Hebrews. In other words, I was born to Hebrew parents, and  
my parents maintained the customs and language of Israel, even though they were living in the 
Greek city of Tarsus. I'm a Hebrew of Hebrews, a Pharisee.” That's the strictest sect of Judaism. 
It literally means “the separated ones.” They had separated themselves from common life and 
common duties to pursue the one aim of studying and keeping the smallest details of the law. 
But Paul's not done. In verse 6 NKJV, he went on and said, 
 

6 . . . concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is 
in the law, blameless. 

 
Now, again, he said, “If we're talking about good works to make us right with God, here you go. 
Concerning zeal, persecuting the church. If passion is a plus, I persecuted to death those who  
I felt had changed their beliefs from traditional Judaism. I saw these people, and it looked to me 
like they changed their beliefs from the strict adherence to the law. I persecuted them to the 
point that they were murdered.” He said, “Blameless.” He kept the minutest details of the law. 
So, he's saying, “Listen, if toeing the line gets you in with God, I would have been in.” But look 
what he says next in verses 7–8 NJKV,  
 

7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I 
also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may 
gain Christ. 
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Interesting. “Everything I had as advantages to me, everything that I held as advantageous,  
all of the assets, all of the accolades, everything I accumulated, I've counted as loss for Christ. 
Everything I trusted in, I've cast aside.” In verse 8, he said, “All things, I've just counted as 
rubbish for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ.” That word knowledge literally means 
“intimate, personal knowledge of Christ.” He's saying, “It was worth more than anything and 
worth more than everything, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things.”  
 
He lost his position in Judaism. He lost his material possessions. He lost the relationships that 
he formerly enjoyed. He lost the previous prestige that he had. It's all gone, and he counted 
them as rubbish in comparison. Think about that. He said, “All of these things that these 
Judaizers are counting on to make them right with God. I had all that and a whole lot more. It 
was nothing more than a pile of rubbish. None of those things would make me right with Christ.” 
Friend, salvation comes by grace through faith.  
 
There was a man who contacted our office years ago. We had a broadcast in his region of the 
world, and it was in his native dialect. We actually broadcast right now in 11 major languages of 
the world. We do some things in other languages that aren't broadcast, but he got the broadcast 
in his language. He actually wrote our office and wrote me a letter. He had come to Christ 
watching the program, and he was all in for Jesus. But because of his faith in Christ, he got fired 
from his job. They wouldn't let him work. It was an area of the world dominated by another major 
world religion. So he cannot work. His family cannot eat. He's got no way to sustain his family. 
He didn't write to ask us for money. 
 
He wrote us to pray that he would stand courageous and that his wife and his children would all 
stand courageous for the name of Jesus, despite the persecution that they were experiencing at 
that time. He lost his job. He lost his standing in the community. He lost his relationships. He 
lost the only means of support that he had to give to his family. He was willing to lose it all for 
Christ. Friend, Jesus is worth everything. 
 
There was a gentleman whom I was acquainted with. He got saved. He was a successful 
businessman. His wife loved the party life. They were wealthy, and they spent all their time 
going to this party and that party. He was a drunkard but got saved and set free. His wife said, 
“If you don't get out of this Jesus thing, I'm gone.” He says, “Baby, I love you, but I love Jesus 
more.” His wife walked out on him. He was willing to lose that relationship. He actually stayed 
single for the rest of his life, just served Christ, and became a great preacher for the gospel's 
sake. 
 
There was another gentleman I met. He was from here, Southern California, and extremely 
wealthy. He's a jet setter. He actually owned a polo club here in Southern California. He was a 
high roller, a gambler. He got saved, and he gave up all of that. He bought this big ship, and he 
would take the Bible, the gospel, and supplies into different regions of the world.  
 
I went and met him at his warehouse, where they're loading up the ship, and spent an afternoon 
with him, along with some other people. I remember him saying, “I have peace for the first time 
in my life.” And he was so humble and so sweet. He lost all those other things, but he gained 
Christ. My friend, if you've never made your peace with God, if you've never opened up your 
heart to Jesus, do it today. He is worth everything and anything this world has to offer. 
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