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Hello friend. We are in the book of Philippians, and it is rich. | don't know if you were with us for
any past broadcasts where we've been teaching. We have actually gone through the whole
book, verse by verse, and ended in chapter 3 last time. | just wanted to back up and comment a
little bit more about some of the final verses that | covered last time.

Listen, if you weren't with us, today will be complete in and of itself. | want to encourage you, if
you have a Bible, grab it, and follow along. If you've got a little notepad, it may even be the pad
that you put on the counter that’s your grocery list, and you have said, “Okay, | need to pick up
lettuce. | need to pick up olives. | need to get some chicken.” Or whatever. Well, just tear that
piece off, turn it over, and get ready to take some notes.

In chapter 3, Paul was talking about being conformed to the image of Christ, and it's something
that all of us as believers desire. We want to be more and more like Jesus. We want to be
conformed to His image in our thoughts, in the inward meditations of our heart that no one else
sees. The things that are known only to us and God alone. We want to be conformed to Jesus
in our speech, the way we talk, when we're under pressure, when we're joyful, when we're with
friends, and when we're confronted with enemies. Our speech needs to be conformed to Jesus,
who, by the way, was always speaking the Word of God. The Scriptures were in His mouth all
the time.

We want to be conformed to Jesus in our actions, and in our workplace. | need to work as if |
was doing a job working specifically for Christ. | need to work with all of my heart and all of my
soul. | need to interact with my co-workers, my boss, my neighbor, and my family. | need to
interact with people. My actions—I want them to be conformed to the image of Jesus.

In verse 11 of Philippians 3, this is from the Classic Amplified. It actually brings out what |
believe is the full meaning of what Paul was trying to say based on the Greek. The truth is,

there has been a lot of debate among theologians about what Paul meant by this. He said, “That
| may attain the resurrection of the dead.” But it is actually the only place in the New Testament
where that word is used. It is not talking about the bodily resurrection of believers when Christ
returns. He's not speaking about that. In the Greek language, that | might attain the out-
resurrection.

This is what the Amplified Bible said. Again, this is in the context where he's talking about being
conformed to the image of Christ. Putting down my fleshly nature, my personal desires, and
putting others before myself, putting the kingdom before myself, putting God's agenda before
my agenda, etc. In verse 11, again, the Amplified Bible says this: “That if possible,” Paul is
writing,

" That if possible | may attain to the [spiritual and moral] resurrection [that lifts me] out
from among the dead [even while in the body].
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So he's not talking about a coming resurrection, but it seems that he's indicating a level of
purity, power, and sanctification in God that is available in this life. It's not accessed through our
good works. It's accessed as we draw closer to Jesus. The next words of the Apostle Paul you
may find encouraging. The next thing he says in verse 12 NKJV,

2 Not that | have already attained, or am already perfected; but | press on, that | may
lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.

So, Paul's talking about reaching this level of purity, power, and sanctification in God, but then
he says, “I'm not there yet, but I'm pressing on. I've got room for growth.” He wasn't writing as
someone who had arrived, looking down his nose at all of the immature, carnal believers and
reprimanding them for their lack of faith or lack of holiness. He's saying, “We're all on this
journey. We're going from faith to faith. We are going from glory to glory.”

| liked what | heard somebody say one time. “It's not about perfection, but it's more about
direction.” We are growing in grace. One day, we will get a glorified body like unto His glorified
body. We will step into eternity, so to speak. We will see Him as He is, and we'll know Him. The
Scripture says in 1 John, “We will be like Him.”

But right now, we have this treasure in earthen vessels. We are living in a fallen world. We have
an adversary, the devil, who walks about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he might devour. We
have temptation on the right hand and on the left hand. We are surrounded by evil. There are
evil people. There are evil spirits. But thank God that Jesus said, “Be of good cheer. I've
overcome the world.” The light is stronger than the darkness. But my point is, we are growing.

The Bible says we go from grace to grace, from faith to faith, from glory to glory. So, it's not
about having arrived at this perfect state. Now, when | was saved, if you've genuinely accepted
Jesus as your Lord and Savior, when you did that, the moment you did, you became what Jesus
called “born again.” He said, “That which is born of the Spirit is spirit. That which is born of the
Holy Spirit is your spirit.”

I'm a spirit being. When | accepted Christ, my spirit was made whole and made perfect.
However, | need to catch up in my soul, my mind, my will, and my emotions. James said, “You
receive with meekness the implanted Word, which is able to save your soul,” writing to
believers. So, the soul is in the process of being saved. In Romans 12, it talks about our minds
being renewed. We are learning to think like God as we spend time in His Book, because it is a
Book of God's thoughts. He had them written down so that we could know them, learn them,
find out what He thinks about marriage, about raising kids, about money, and about our
personal intimate life that no one else knows about, etc.

So, we renew our mind. Again, we have this treasure in earthen vessels. One day we will get a
new body. But in the meantime, like the apostle Paul said, “| put my body under, and | bring it
into subjection.” My body wants to go one way because it has the sin nature in it.

But friend, as you meditate in the Word of God, change your thinking, get your mind renewed,
and your mind agrees with your spirit that has been made in the image of God that has been
recreated—well, then your spirit and soul can gang up on your body, and you tell your body
what to do. You don't have to let your body and its fleshly desires drag you around like some
little puppet. No, you can bring your body into subjection, rule over it, and you can live a holy
life.
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Again, it's about direction. I'm moving in this direction. I'm becoming more and more like Christ,
and my spirit is gaining the ascendancy as | feed upon God's Word. My life is being changed,
and I'm moving from glory to glory, from faith to faith.

And again, even the great apostle Paul said, “I haven't arrived yet. I'm not there yet. But, | want
to lay hold of why He's laid hold of me.” Which basically means, asking the question and waiting
on God long enough to discern the answer is, “Lord, what do You want me to do? What am |
supposed to be doing in this season of life? My life is not my own. | belong to You. | am a slave
of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

The Greek word for slave that's used throughout the New Testament literally means, “someone
whose will has been swallowed up by the will of another.” And believer, that is what you need to
say. “Lord, Your will, Your plan for my life. And what is it? What am | supposed to be doing
now? This desire that keeps coming up in me to move to Latin America and be involved in
missions work. Lord, is that from You? Is that what I'm supposed to do? Am | supposed to put
what I'm doing on hold, move down, join a missions organization, and give my life on the
mission field for a period of time, or maybe for the rest of my earthly life?”

Well, God will show you if you lack wisdom. James says, “Ask God, and He will give it to you.”
“Is it to use my business savvy to make money to fund the kingdom of God, fund missions
organizations, and to fund the vision of my church?” Maybe that is God's plan for you in this
season of your life. You want to lay hold of the reason He's laid hold of you. He did lay hold of
you, yes, because He loves you, so that you could be saved and so you could be part of His
family. But He also laid hold of you for a purpose. You have something to do in this life.

Maybe you're thinking, “Well, I'm just a mom. | have little kids at home. I've got my hands full.
What are you talking about, being a missionary?” Maybe God's plan for you right now, ma'am, is
to just pour into those young kids that you have, teach them the Scriptures, show them what it is
to pray, show them what it is to not lose your cool when everything's going awry, and to literally
put a godly example before them. | tell you, there are so many people who have learned to love
Jesus and serve Jesus because they had a godly example in their mother. That's no small
thing.

And maybe it's just to love your husband and to serve in your church right now. Maybe that's
what you are to do for this season. Maybe you're a teacher in a public school, and it's to
influence those kids for the kingdom in whatever ways that you can. My counsel to you is,
whatever He says to you, do it. Now, Paul said, “I'm not there yet. | haven't arrived.” In
Philippians 2:13 NKJV, he said,

'3 Brethren, | do not count myself to have apprehended; (I'm not there) but one thing
| do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things
which are ahead.

He said, “I'm doing two things. I'm forgetting what's behind, and I'm reaching forward to what is
ahead.” You can get stuck in the past pretty easily. Some people are tied to their past failures.
They just can't get over the hurt that they experienced or the way that they failed. And they
literally tie themselves to the past, and they can't move into the future because they're always
looking in the rear-view mirror.

Maybe you need to forget and forgive where you've been wronged in the past, or maybe where
you failed in the past. But | think, when Paul said, “Forgetting those things that are behind,” |
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think it's even the victories, because you can't live on a past victory. You can't live on
yesterday's manna. The Israelites had to go out and collect fresh manna every day. Maybe
you've had some great victories in your life. It's good to rehearse what God's done, but that
won't sustain you through tomorrow. It's going to help, but you need to be growing and going
forward.

Paul said, “I'm reaching forward. I'm pressing toward the goal—toward the prize. That goal is
obviously heaven. It's those heavenly rewards, and it's being in the presence of God literally.
God said to Abraham, “| am your reward. | am what you need. I'm your exceedingly great
reward.” Thank God for heaven that's coming. Thank God for the glories that are coming.
Thank God for whatever rewards are laid up for the faithful. But our greatest reward is the
Lord Himself.

Imagine the day looking into those eyes of liquid love, into the face of your Savior. That is the
goal. He said, “I press toward the goal.” That literally means that, “| strain as | run within the
lines.” Again, in the Greek language, it's speaking about a course, a specific course that is
marked out for you.

Many, many years ago, we took a bunch of the pastors on our staff in the church, there was a
home out in the desert near Palm Springs that was owned by an organization that would rent it
out. It was a big, beautiful house, and they would rent it out at a very discounted rate to
ministries and to ministers who wanted to have some downtime to relax. So we rented it out, |
think, for three days. There were maybe five of us or six of us who went out there. We just
goofed around, we fellowshipped and had meals together. It was a beautiful time of connection
and sort of recharging our batteries.

One night we'd walked into town, and we're coming back, and one of the guys—we're like two
blocks away from the house. And | go, “I'll race you.” He said, “Really?” | said, “Yeah. On three.
One, two, three, go.” We start running. He was much faster than | was. There's no chance |
could have beat him back to the house, except for the fact that he turned down the wrong street
and starts running as fast as he can down the street. | stopped. | was laughing so hard. | could
hardly catch my breath. Well, he didn't win the race because he was running down the wrong
road.

Paul said, “I strain as | run within the lines.” Again, it goes back to “Lord, what am | supposed to
do? | want to lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has laid hold of me. What's the race that I'm
supposed to be doing right now?” Find that out and be fruitful in it. Don't be critical of other

people who don't serve like you do. It's interesting as a pastor, | get to talk to people all the time.

Sometimes, and if you're a pastor, you know this, you have people who come, and it's like,
they've got this vision, “And pastor, you need to do this.” In fact, just recently, | had someone
come to me. | had never met them before. | don't think they normally come to the church, but
they had this vision for doing something. It was a good thing. It was a biblical thing. But they
said, “Pastor, do you want to do this?” | said, “Well, actually, we've got a lot of irons in the fire
right now. We're really busy doing the things that God's called us to do. And the truth is, no, |
don't want to do that.”

They were disappointed, but | don't think they were doing anything themselves. As pastors, we

know that people come and want us to incorporate what God has put in their hearts. Sometimes
we can, because it falls under what the Lord's called us to do in this season. But listen, if God's
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put something in your heart, you need to do something. Even if it's just to form a prayer group
and start praying about it. Or start collecting funds for it. Do something.

My sister had it on her heart to have an organization, she called it Grateful Hearts. They would
take care of hungry people and families who were going through a rough patch. So, do you
know what she did? She just didn't pitch it on somebody else and say, “Well, you need to do
this.” She started collecting canned goods and putting them in her closet. She started where she
was, and she started doing little things. God blessed it, and grew it to where, over the years,
Grateful Hearts ministered to tens of thousands of people and families who were going through
a rough patch. But she started somewhere.

So you need to do something yourself. But as well—and this is another thing that I've seen often
as a pastor—people will come, and maybe they have a burden for foster kids or foster care, or it
might have to do with missions work to a particular people group or particular region of the
world. Or it may have to do with working with prostitutes and taking the gospel to women and or
men who have been caught up in the sex trade. Or it may have to do with taking groceries into a
lower-income area, or a hundred other things.

What | find sometimes is the people who are doing those things who have a heart for that, are
critical of other believers who don't jump on board and don't take hold with both hands. It's like,
“Well, they are just not committed.” They just say critical things, and they get critical of the
church, maybe because it's not backing a hundred percent what they're doing. But you have to
realize that everybody's got their lane to run in. Somebody who may not be super excited about
taking groceries into a lower-income area may have a heart for orphans, and you don't know
they're taking a good part of their paycheck and funding several orphans in Latin America or in
Africa, or here in the United States or wherever it might be. So, we need to watch ourselves that
we don't become critical of people who are serving in other ways or who are running in other
lanes.

So, there's just some good practical advice for you. Listen, if you're not running with all of your
heart, you need to get back in the race and start running. I've seen some people who used to
run well, but they've been hindered. Maybe hindered by a new girlfriend or a boyfriend, or
something that happened to them, or hindered because they started chasing the dollar, or
something hurtful happened to them in church.

They did run well, but now they're hindered, and they're not running as hard, as straight, and as
true as they once did. I've seen some people who used to run well, but now, towards the end of
their race, they've slacked up, and they’re walking. Instead of their race going like this, they're
kind of going like this all over the place. It takes a certain amount of tenacity and grace, drawing
close to Jesus to run hard all the way through the end. | want to see you run your race hard and
run it straight all the way until the end, where Jesus Christ comes. Keep your eyes on Him and
run for all your worth.

I know I'm speaking to somebody right now. | may be speaking to a minister and you've just sort
of fallen by the wayside. You've relaxed your grip on spiritual things. Listen, “The gifts and
callings of God are irrevocable,” the Scripture says. In the old King James it says, “They're
without repentance.” God never changes His mind. So, listen, run, run, run, run for Jesus, run
for all your worth. Then the next couple of verses 15—16 NKJV here in Philippians 3, Paul says,

Page 5 of 7



Lessons from Philippians: Keep Moving Forward

'S Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think
otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. '® Nevertheless, to the degree that we
have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.

And | just want to read this to you from the Message Bible. | just love it. And | think it nails the
idea here. It says,

1516 So let’s keep focused on that goal, those of us who want everything God has for us.
Do you want everything God has for you? Keep focused on the goal. He goes on and says,

If any of you have something else in mind, something less than total commitment, God
will clear your blurred vision—you’ll see it yet! Now that we’re on the right track, let’s
stay on it.

“Now that we're on the right track, let’s stay on it.” And | just want to encourage you, if | might. |
want to back up a few verses. Paul said, “I haven't arrived yet, but this one thing | do, forgetting
what's behind, pressing on to what's in front.” It's an interesting thing that he said. “This one
thing | do.” He didn't say, “There's 10 things that I'm doing.” He didn't say, “There's a dozen
things I'm doing.” He didn't even say, “There's three things I'm doing.” He said, “One thing I'm
doing. I'm turning my vision away from what's back there, and I'm focusing on what God has in
front of me. This one thing | do.”

When the rich young ruler came up to Jesus, the Bible says that Jesus loved him. It was
unfortunate because the Scripture says, “He didn't follow Jesus.” He walked away sad
because Jesus told him, “Sell the things you have and give to the poor. You can have
treasure in heaven.” He went away sad, for he had great possessions. | think we could say
great possessions had him.

His money and things stood in the way of his relationship with Christ. But Jesus prefaced what
He told that man with these words. He said, “One thing you lack. One thing, not 10 things, not 5
things. There's just one thing you need to concentrate on right now. One thing you need to do
as you move forward in having a relationship with Me.” King David said this in the book of
Psalms, “There's one thing | desire. Not 100 things, not 50 things, not 5 things. One thing |
desire. One thing | do. One thing | lack. One thing | desire.”

| just want to ask you right now, what's your one thing? Think about that for a minute. Seriously.
Just even between you and God, | pray that you will spend a little time waiting on God to get the
answer to this question. In your relationship with God right now, in this season that you are in
right now, what's the one thing that you know God wants you to do?

| don't want you to sit down with a list and write down five things. What's the one thing that you
need to tend to right now? What is maybe the one thing you lack that you need to start doing?
What's the one thing that you need to do? Again, Paul said, “I'm going to forget what's behind,
and I'm going to look forward.” What's the one thing you desire? What is the one thing? If you
can determine that, and if you will begin to do that one thing, not three things, not two things,
not five things, one thing.

If you'll do that one thing that the Holy Spirit is whispering to your heart about right now, it will

change so much in your life. It'll move you to where you need to be. It'll clear all the clutter out
of the way. If you do that one thing, and maybe you just need to keep doing that one thing, or
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maybe that one thing is going to lead to the next thing. The Bible says, “The steps of a righteous
man are ordered by the Lord.” It's one step at a time. You can't take two steps at a time. One
step at a time. The steps of a righteous man, the steps of a righteous woman, of someone
who's been made right with God by the blood of Jesus. They are ordered by the Lord. What's
the next step that you need to take? What's the one thing that you need to do? And then in
verse 17 NKJV, it's our very next verse, Paul said,

7 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us
for a pattern.

Look at other people who are doing it right. Paul is saying, “You're following my example and
others who are incorporating these things, forgetting what's behind and focusing on the things
that are in front.” People who are wanting to grow in God and move forward, learn from other
people. The Bible says in the book of Proverbs, “He that walks with wise men shall be wise, but
a companion of fools will be destroyed.” So we need to have our eyes on Jesus. But also, Paul
said, “Follow me as | follow Christ.”

| think we can look at other people who are seriously sold out in their relationship with God, and
we can learn from them, and we can grow from them. If you don't have any friends in your life
who are sold out to Jesus, you need to find some. You just need to find some. Choose your
friends carefully because you will become what they are. If you only hang around with lukewarm
people who aren't that concerned about spiritual things and don't think much about eternity and
what it's going to be like standing before the Lord, you need to get some new friends.

Not that you need to abandon those old people, but you need to find some people who are
farther along than you. Not just people behind you who are maybe not willing to go forward,
and they'll end up dragging you back. Just find some people who are farther along the track
than you. | got a lot to say. In fact, I'm going to be on this again. The next few verses are
amazing here in Philippians. In fact, this verse | ended on, it's got some rich things that I'm
going to pull out the next time that | get to talk to you.

But | pray until then that God's richest and best be yours always. And listen, you may not hear
this a lot, but I'm going to tell you as | close, you are loved. You're loved by God. He sees you.
He knows you. He's not mad at you, my friend. He loves you, and He wants to help you. Lift up
the name of His Son, Jesus. Find God's presence flooding your life. We'll see you again. God
bless.
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