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I want to say hello to everybody watching online right now, everybody out on the plaza. We  
pray God’s Word dwell richly with you, just as it is here with us in the building. If you want to  
get ahead of schedule, if you’ve got your Bible, find 2 Peter 3. Second Peter 3. We’ll get there  
in just a moment. If you’ve got your handy dandy sermon guide, study guide in front of you, and 
you want a title, this morning I’d like to speak to you from the subject and the topic: Living in 
Light of Jesus’s Return. Living in Light of Jesus’s Return.  
 
On Tuesday of this last week, I was up early. I didn’t sleep the best for whatever reason. I sort 
of tossed and turned all night. When I finally opened my eyes, I could see some light peeking in 
through the window. So, I thought I might as well just get up. I’ve always been that guy who 
loved the idea of early morning hours. I was just never that guy who was ever awake to 
experience said early morning hours. But it was quiet in the house. And I decided, I’ve got 2 
Peter 3 sermon prep to do. So, I made myself a pot of coffee, grabbed my Bible, and posted up 
on the couch. 
 
For about 30 minutes, it was just me and the Lord. It was quiet and still. Until out of the silence, 
my son’s alarm clock began to blare in the loudest volume I have ever heard. In true 16-year-old 
fashion, he hit the snooze on that alarm clock four times. I had forgotten that he had early 
morning baseball practice. And then finally, after that fourth snooze, when it went off again, it 
literally was reverberating throughout the house. I see him come running down the stairs. He’s 
half-dressed. He’s got his cleats in one hand. He’s got like a breakfast bar in the other, and he 
sprints out the door like his hair is on fire.  
 
The funny part was, I don’t even think he noticed me sitting there on the couch. He was locked 
in. He had to get to practice. I sort of chuckled to myself. I thought about all the times that I had 
done similar things in my life, and even to this day, still do similar things. It was the perfect 
picture of procrastination.  
 
Then I turned my attention back to the Word and my sermon prep. As I began to read through 2 
Peter 3, it hit me. Peter is begging us, as the church, not to treat the return of Jesus the way that 
my son treated his alarm clock. It almost feels like Peter, who is this weathered apostle, who 
sees the finish line coming up quickly, who doesn’t have time to beat around the bush, who 
doesn’t have time to play games. He warns the church, and he admonishes us to not hit the 
snooze button on eternity.  
 
If Peter were preaching today, I think he would say, “Wake up! Stand up, and stay ready 
because Jesus could come back before your next cup of coffee.” Here’s the truth. How we think 
about the end will actually shape every decision that we make today. And this chapter is Peter’s 
final wake-up call to the church. He’s urging us not to forget about or to sleep through the most 
important promise that we have. That promise is this: that Jesus is coming back again.  
 
This morning, as we get ready to dive into this text by way of overview and by way of context, 
we’re going to see Peter give us two life-altering reminders. If you’ve got your sermon guide, 



Living in Light of Jesus’ Return 

Page 2 of 12 

maybe you want to just jot these down. First, Peter is going to urge us to remember and to stay 
mindful of God’s promises. To tune out the voice and the noise of the scoffers and the cynics 
who mock the idea of Jesus’ return. He’s going to tell us to anchor our hearts in the unshakable 
truth that Jesus will indeed come back as He said that He would.  
 
Then secondly, Peter is going to remind us that because Christ’s return is both certain and 
imminent, we’re called to live holy and set-apart lives right now. Everything that we are tempted 
to cling to in this world, be it our plans, our possessions, or our pride, they’re all one day going 
to melt away and be purged through fire. But our righteous judge and His brand-new creation 
are going to stand forever. So that sets the scene for us. What I want to do. I want to take you 
now to the text. We’re going to pray, and then we’re going to read. So, if you would, just join 
your hearts with me.  
 

Father, we come to You now in the name of Your Son Jesus. First and foremost, we 
say thank You for Your Word. As we read it, we pray that it would be a lamp to our 
feet and a light to our path today. Would You shut us in with Yourself and move from 
seat to seat, from heart to heart, and reveal Your plans and Your purposes. May Your 
Word act like a mirror to us. May it reflect back our spiritual state. By the power of 
Your Spirit, would You help us to make any adjustments that we need to make so that 
ultimately we can become more and more like Jesus. I pray You would anoint me to 
preach Your Word. Would You hide me behind the cross? May I preach with humility, 
and may I preach with boldness so that Jesus would be honored in this house. And it’s 
in His name we pray. Amen, amen, amen.  

 
Second Peter 3:1–13 ESV, beginning in verse 1. Peter writes, and he says this,  
 

1 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am 
stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the 
predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through 
your apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with 
scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, “Where is the promise of his 
coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were 
from the beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the 
heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water 
by the word of God, 6 and that by means of these the world that then existed was 
deluged with water and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that 
now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of 
the ungodly. 8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill 
his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on 
it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 
people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and 
dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his 
promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells. 

 
Then Peter wraps up here the last couple of verses, verses 14–18 ESV.  
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14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him 
without spot or blemish, and at peace. 15 And count the patience of our Lord as 
salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom 
given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. 
There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and 
unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 17 You 
therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away 
with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 18 But grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him (to Jesus) be the glory 
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.  

 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God for it. As we dive into this, I want to draw your 
attention to a couple of phrases that we see in the text. I want to take you back to verse 1. Peter 
opens this final chapter with both affection and urgency. He says this in verse 1, “Beloved, I now 
write to you this second letter.” Then he says this, “In both of which I am stirring up. I am stirring 
up your sincere mind by way of reminder.” Obviously, I want to draw your attention to that 
phrase, stirring up.  
 
In the original language, it’s not a soft phrase. In English, we hear stirring up. If you’re like me, I 
think about putting a little milk in the coffee, you get your spoon, and you gently stir those things 
together. That’s not what this word or this phrase means in the original language. It’s actually a 
very forceful phrase. To stir up in the original Greek means “to rouse somebody completely from 
a deep sleep.”  
 
So as Peter opens this chapter, he’s not talking about a gentle nudge. He’s not saying, “Hey, 
guys, what I’ve written here is not that big of a deal, but I just want to give you a gentle 
reminder. I just want to give you a little bit of a heads up.” No, actually, what he’s saying, the 
picture he’s painting is more akin to you or me being sound asleep. It’s the middle of the night. 
You’re deeply dreaming. Then all of a sudden, that amber alert goes off on your phone. You 
know that horrible noise that wakes the dead? It’s at full volume. It just startles you, and it 
shakes you out of your slumber.  
 
That’s what Peter’s trying to say here. He’s saying, “Guys, I love you too much, and Jesus paid 
far too high a price for you to sleepwalk through this life.” He’s sounding the alarm, and he’s 
letting us know, “Church, if you want to finish well, then your mind better be fully awake. Your 
heart better be clear, and your hope better be rooted in the fact that God will fulfill His 
promises.” Peter would say, “If your mind drifts, then the rest of your life will drift also.” 
 
Speaking to verse 1, the great theologian and commentator, Matthew Henry, put it like this. He 
said, “We must be mindful of the words of God, lest we grow forgetful of our duty to God.” I think 
that sums up perfectly what Peter is saying. In verse 2, Peter says, “Remember what the 
prophets of old declared. Remember what was commanded by the apostles.”  
 
In other words, he’s saying, “Church, don’t be persuaded by your own opinions, or don’t be 
pulled or swayed by popular culture and the shifting tides thereof. Rather, your hope for the 
future better be anchored in God’s unchanging Word.”  
 
When I consider what Peter writes in this first and second verse, it reminds me almost of what 
it’s like trying to wake up my teenage sons. If you’re a parent and you’ve got teenagers, you 
understand what I’m about to say. I don’t know what it is about teenagers. Maybe they’re 
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growing or whatever, but they go to bed super late. They go to bed at 11, 12, 1 o’clock in the 
morning, and then they sleep past noon. You would think by about 11 a.m., they would 
somewhat be awake, but they’re not. It’s like they’re dead. I can run upstairs, and I can shout 
their name. I could take the light switch and flip it on and off. I could yank the covers off of them, 
but they don’t move.  
 
Sometimes I’ve got to check their pulse to make sure they’re still living. The only way to wake 
up my teenagers is to literally stand over them, grab their shoulders, and shake them awake 
and say, “Get up. You cannot miss school today.” Just like I sometimes have to shake my kids 
awake, Peter is that spiritual father standing over each and every one of us today. Through his 
words, he’s trying to shake us awake, reminding us that we cannot afford to sleep on or sleep 
through the promises of God.  
 
If I’m honest, sometimes the idea of being so vehemently and almost violently awoken is not my 
favorite thing in the world. But I also have to be honest enough to admit that sometimes that’s 
actually what I need. Because if you’re anything like me, it’s really easy to slip into autopilot 
mode spiritually. It’s really easy to hit the snooze button when it comes to my relationship with 
Jesus. If I were to tell on myself, I could tell you it’d be so easy to unintentionally drift, to get 
distracted, and lose my sense of urgency about what really matters in this life and in the life to 
come.  
 
So Peter, here in his writing, paints a loving but firm picture, reminding us, “These promises  
of God are real, and you better hold tight to them.” That sets the scene for the first half of the 
chapter. For the next few verses, Peter is going to lay out for us what exactly these promises of 
God are that we are to stay mindful of. For the sake of time this morning, I won’t get into each 
and every promise, but I do want to sort of boil them down to two. I feel like it encompasses the 
lot here. I want to talk about these two promises, and then we’re going to examine how we 
should live in response to these promises.  
 
But here’s promise number one that Peter says we must hold tight to; we must not lose sight  
of. Promise one: Jesus is coming back and when He does, He will judge the world in perfect 
righteousness. If you’re taking notes, you can write this down. We see this promise given in 
verses 1–7. Peter begins by imploring us to remember and to be mindful of this promise 
because it’s a promise that actually stretches all the way back to the Old Testament.  
 
He calls to mind the prophets of old, guys like Daniel, Isaiah, and Zachariah. All of them inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, prophetically spoke of Christ one day returning. And then he says, “It’s not 
just these prophets of old, but we, the apostles, also spoke of this.” The reason that Peter is so 
emphatic about us holding tight to the promise of Jesus’ return is twofold.  
 
First, because he knows, and honestly, we know, that the moment we forget that our King is 
coming, we’ll start living like He’s not coming. When we live like He’s not, it becomes really easy 
to grow slack in our relationship with Him and to slowly begin to take on the patterns of the 
world.  
 
In other words, Church, if we really believe that Jesus could come back today, it should change 
the way that we live. If the thought of Christ’s return is ever present in our minds, it will change 
the way that we speak to our spouse. It will change the way that we raise our kids. It will change 
the way that we operate and show up at work each and every day. 
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So that’s the first reason Peter says, “You’ve got to hold fast to this promise.” Here’s the second 
reason. Remember, I said it was twofold. He said, “You’ve got to hold tight to the fact that Jesus 
is coming back, and He’s going to bring judgment because, number two, scoffers and critics are 
going to come and they’re going to try to dissuade you.”  
 
In verses 3–4, Peter gets painfully real about these scoffers. He says this, “Knowing this first, 
that scoffers will come in the last days, but they’re walking according to their own lust, and 
they’re saying, ‘Where’s the promise of His coming? Things are still the same as they’ve always 
been.’” I read that, I look at it, and I think, is that not just like the world?  
 
People are fine with the idea of God. They love to talk about God as long as He stays distant 
and doesn’t interfere with their choices. I heard an old preacher say it like this, “Men will allow 
God to be everywhere except on His throne.” And, unfortunately, that is so true in our day and 
age because most people are fine with a nice, quiet God who doesn’t demand anything from 
them, who minds His own business. But the moment you tell them that there’s a holy Judge 
who’s coming back to make everything right, those same people begin to squirm in their seats. 
 
Peter, as he writes to us, doesn’t sugarcoat this message at all. He says, “The same God who 
spoke the universe into existence, the same God who once covered this earth in judgment with 
water, is the same God who holds now, today, everything in its place, and one day He’s going to 
come back, and He’s going to bring judgment by fire.”  
 
Whether that fire is literal or not, the point is this: Fire is a refiner, and everything that’s not born 
of the kingdom is not going to last on the pages of eternity. Church, I’m telling you, the King is 
coming back. Again, if Peter were here today, if he held the microphone and stood in this pulpit, 
I think the question he would ask each and every one of us is this, “Are you living your life like 
that’s true? Are you ordering your days? Are you ordering your money, your relationships, and 
your priority with the awareness that very, very soon you will see King Jesus face to face?”  
 
Let me ask you something. Have you ever had company come over to the house unexpectedly? 
Or maybe you had it planned, but it sort of slipped your mind, and then you get that text 
message, “Hey, I’ll be there in five minutes, see you soon.” If that’s ever happened to you, like 
it’s happened to me, you know how fast a house can get cleaned. Dishes are going in the oven, 
laundry being thrown in the closet, Febreze and essential oils, they’re your best friend, and 
you’re making the house smell all nice. Why are you doing that? Why are you rushing? Why are 
you putting your best foot forward? Because you know somebody important is about to come to 
the house.  
 
That’s what Peter is getting at. He’s saying, “Church, you better live like company’s five minutes 
away, because the Judge, He is, and make no mistake, He’s coming quickly.” And again, if 
Peter were here today, if he held the microphone and stood in this pulpit, I think the question  
he would ask each and every one of us is this, “Are you living your life like that’s true? Are you 
ordering your days? Are you ordering your money, your relationships, and your priority with the 
awareness that very, very soon you will see King Jesus face to face?”  
 
Bible scholar David Guzik, speaking to these verses, said it bluntly. He put it like this, “God’s 
past judgment, the flood, and His future judgment, the fire, both show us that He keeps His 
Word.” Church, we cannot afford to be lulled to sleep by a world that rolls its eyes and scoffs at 
the truth. Again, the King is coming, and judgment is coming with Him. I know that can sound 
scary, but for us as believers, that’s not bad news. It’s actually the greatest news in all the world 
because it means our total redemption is near.  
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And right alongside this promise of Christ’s return and this coming judgment, we find a beautiful 
truth. The truth is this, that God’s patience is not a sign of His inability to fulfill His promise. 
Rather, it’s His mercy in motion. We see this beautiful truth in verses 8–9. Peter says, “Don’t 
overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is a thousand years and a thousand 
years one day.” Then verse 9, “The Lord is not slow. He’s not slow to fulfill His promise as some 
count slowness.” But here’s the catch. He’s patient. “He’s patient towards you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but all should reach repentance.” 
 
Look, if you think like me, it’s really easy to look around at the world right now. And we see the 
dysfunction, the darkness, the trouble, and the pain. We see the loss. We see the confusion and 
the deception. It seems like with this growing combination of all of these things, something 
should have come to a head by now. But it seems like it just kind of keeps getting prolonged, 
and I found myself even saying, “Lord, where are You? I wish You would just kind of come back 
now.”  
 
But I read these words of Peter, and it dawns on me that the reason this earth keeps getting 
prolonged is because God is merciful, and He’s long-suffering. He’s giving people more time to 
repent. He’s giving people more time to turn from their sin and to turn toward Him. Now, if I were 
God—scary thought—I might do things differently. Because my patience and my long-suffering 
with this world and everything going on, it would have grown really thin by now. But thank God, 
I’m not God, and thank God, you’re not God. Because we serve a God who’s kind and long-
suffering. His heart is that none should perish. But all should reach repentance. 
 
Church, we have to catch this. God is not dragging His feet. He’s actually holding the door open 
just a little bit longer so more sons and daughters can come into the kingdom. He’s giving more 
prodigals time to come to their senses. He’s giving hard hearts time to soften. And Peter is 
imploring us as the church to remember this. As well, to be fervent about taking advantage of 
the fact that we only have a short amount of time left to reach our neighbors, our co-workers, 
our spouses, and our kids with the gospel.   
 
You see, God’s patience is an act of mercy. As this world continues to hit the snooze button on 
this truth, may we be a church, and may we be a people who pray harder and shine brighter as 
we see the day of Christ’s return approaching. While the light is still here, so that we can work, 
because the darkness is coming and no man can work in the dark.  
 
And that’s promise number one that Peter gives us, that we must not lose sight of. That Jesus  
is returning, and He’s going to bring a perfect, righteous judgment with Him. But then we see 
promise number two. I love this one because Peter lifts our eyes to this breathtaking hope that 
is in front of us. In verse 13, he tells us what happens after the judgment. In verse 13 ESV, he 
says,  
 

13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells. 

 
Here’s the second promise. It’s the promise of a new heaven and a new earth. Where God’s 
righteousness dwells. As we fix our minds on this promise, there are a couple of words I want to 
draw your attention to. We see both of them here in the text, and both of them bring great hope. 
The first word is new. And then the second word is dwells. When Peter uses that word new. 
When he speaks about a new heaven and a new earth. When he describes our final home that 
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is to come, he’s speaking of something that shares continuity with the old and the original, yet in 
its essence, it’s completely brand new.  
 
Now, as I try to explain this, I realize this is actually a concept that’s very hard for us to 
understand because it’s not been our experience here on the earth. When we think of the word 
new, we think of that new shiny toy, but that’s not exactly what Peter is describing.  Yes, there’s 
going to be a brand-new heaven and a brand-new earth. But here on the earth, new things don’t 
stay new very long, do they?  
 
I think about a new hat that I just bought. My wife says I have way too many hats. To which I 
look at her and I say, “You’ve got way too many shoes. So let’s just call it even.” But I get that 
new hat, and I’m so excited about it. But I’m also kind of reticent to wear it because I know the 
moment I go outside, it’s going to get in the sun. The sun’s going to bleach that color. I’m going 
to sweat. It’s going to get a sweat stain on it, and that brand new hat that I love so much, it’s not 
going to be brand new for very long, is it? It’s going to begin to fade and to wear out. And that’s 
the way that things work here in the world. Nothing stays new. 
 
And honestly, the deterioration of things, we could trace that back. We know it’s Genesis. It’s in 
the garden in creation. It’s the result of sin entering the world. The Scripture tells us that through 
the transgression of Adam, sin entered the world, and on its heels, death came as well. But the 
picture that Peter’s painting for us when he says new heaven and new earth—God is going to 
put to death sin and destruction in this new heaven and new earth. When He creates this new 
final home for us, it’s going to stay new. It’s going to stay exactly as it should. It’s going to be 
that way for all of eternity. It’s going to be perfect and brand new forever. It will never fade. 
Never wear out. Never get old. It stays remarkable in its newness.  
 
Does that make sense? So, he gives us this word new. It’s a promise that everything that’s 
decaying around us now, one day, it’s going to be made brand new and it’s going to stay brand 
new forever. But then he gives us this second word, dwells, and this word brings great hope. He 
says, “In this new heavens and new earth, it’s going to be a place where righteousness dwells.” 
The word dwells in the original language means “to settle down.” It means “to make oneself at 
home.”  
 
Here’s the hope that I want you to catch. Right now, in the midst of the world that we are living 
in, this world that’s been broken because of sin, righteousness often feels like a guest that’s just 
sort of passing through. But in the new heavens and in the new earth that God’s going to create 
for His people, righteousness is going to make itself at home. No more corruption. No more 
scandal. No more sin hiding in dark corners. Just the unfiltered goodness and kindness of Jesus 
saturating every square inch of creation.  
 
Think about it right now. Every time we scroll through the news, we’re reminded that this world 
is groaning for something greater, for something better. The Scripture tells us the earth groans 
and travails for the coming of the Lord and its redemption. We look at the news, and we’re met 
with dishonesty. We see unrest. We see another scandal, another war, another natural disaster.  
 
And if I’m honest, I look at it, and I go, “This is exhausting.” But Peter would say, “Church, don’t 
get so focused on the headlines that you miss the headline above all the other headlines that a 
new heaven and a new earth are coming. I love what Matthew Henry writes and says about this. 
He says, “The world is reserved for fire, but believers are reserved for glory.” What a truth to 
hold on to. This earth will be judged and burned by fire. But God’s people have the promise of a 
forever home that cannot be touched by sin, fading, or destruction.  
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I read through this text, and immediately, an image comes to mind. I grew up way back in the 
1900s, going backpacking, going camping in the back country of the Sierra Mountains. Because 
we would go so far in the back country, just taking the minimum amount of equipment was of 
the utmost importance because you had to pack it in on your back. Oftentimes, one of those 
essential items was my grandfather’s old ratty tent that I swear was built before time began.  
 
I don’t know if you’ve ever been caught in a thunderstorm at high elevation, but it is something 
to behold. That lightning literally lights up the earth. The thunder claps, and it reverberates off  
of the mountain landscape. The rain pelts down on you like the sky is angry. To put it lightly, it’s 
terrifying. Especially when all you have for shelter is grandpa’s ratty, old, torn, drafty tent. And 
over the years, I spent more than a few nights that were cold, wet, and uncomfortably 
uncomfortable.  
 
But let me tell you, when you wake up in the morning and the sun has come up and the storm 
has abated and you step out of that soggy, nasty tent and you see the beautiful mountainous 
landscape, the clear skies, and the fresh air and you’ve got solid ground beneath your feet and 
you finally feel safe and at peace, there’s nothing like it. I think in some really small, minor way 
that’s maybe like the picture that Peter is trying to give us here.  
 
This life is like a storm with all of its leaks. It’s just a temporary shelter. This life, it’s grandpa’s 
old, nasty, ratty tent. But there’s a brand-new world coming that’s secure, whole, and full of 
God’s righteousness, beauty, and goodness. It’s been prepared for us by the hands of our 
faithful King. It’s the place where righteousness dwells. For the kingdom of heaven is not eating 
and drinking, but righteousness. It’s peace, and it’s joy in the Holy Spirit. So, church, our hope is 
not just to escape judgment. It’s that we actually have something to inherit that’s far better.  
 
Just as a bit of a side note, when God does remake heaven and earth, I’ve been talking to Him 
about this, I would really love to live up on the Monterey Peninsula. Mountains, ocean, great golf 
courses. If y’all want, you can come and join me as well.  
 
Then, finally, in light of these promises, what does that mean for us today? How do we respond 
in light of the fact that Jesus is going to return, that there will be a judgment, and that there’s 
going to be a new heaven and a new earth? I like how Peter actually poses this question to us 
in verse 11. He says, “In light of all these things, what sort of people ought you to be?” Let me 
give us a couple of answers to consider, and then we’ll close. 
 
First, I think in light of these promises, we ought to be a people who are right with God. A people 
right with God. If you’ve got your Bible, verse 10, Peter says it really clearly. He says, “The day 
of the Lord is going to come like a thief.” In other words, Jesus’ return is not going to pop up on 
your phone as a calendar reminder. You’re not going to see it coming. It’s going to be sudden 
and unexpected and it is going to catch many people off guard.  
 
So, church, in light of that, can I just say, this is not the hour for us to be playing spiritual games 
or to be living half-heartedly toward the Lord. Never forget, we’re just sojourners. We got one 
shot at this life. It’s here, and then it’s gone. It’s like a vapor. It’s like a breath.  
 
But here’s the thing about that breath. It’s not even promised to be the full breath while we’re 
here on the earth. Don’t get me wrong. I hope to live a long time. I hope to experience all the 
things I want to experience. But my plans, all the things I want for the future, they have to be 
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measured against this truth. That at any moment, Jesus could crack the sky and return for His 
people.  
 
Look around. Look at the signs of the times. Look at what Jesus pointed to. They’re playing out 
in front of us. He said, “When My time comes, wars and rumors of wars are going to happen. 
Earthquakes, pestilence, deception, and moral confusion. There are going to be people scoffing 
at God. People who are lovers of self. Lawlessness is going to increase. Knowledge is going to 
explode. False prophets are going to multiply.” And Jesus said, “When these things begin to 
happen, lift up your eyes for your redemption draws near.”  
 
“When these things begin to happen.” They haven’t just begun. They’ve been happening for a 
long time, and I don’t say that to scare you. But I do say it to make you look in the mirror. Just 
like I have to look in the mirror. Take a long, hard look and say, “Are there some areas in my life 
that I need to address?” If Peter were here, again, like I said, holding the microphone, preaching 
to us, I think he might say, “Are you ready for eternity? Are you truly surrendered to King Jesus? 
Or are you just kind of banking on this old memory of raising a hand in church a long time ago?”  
 
Hear me, Church. Some people think they’re saved because they repeated some words after a 
preacher. But if you look at their lives, there’s no evidence of salvation. There’s no fruit of the 
Spirit. There’s no repentance, no love for His Word. There’s no change in their lifestyle. There’s 
no change in their heart. They’re just clinging on to this world with both hands. And they think, “If 
I just tidy up in time for Sunday, everything’s going to be fine.” But living like that and calling it 
salvation, that’s like hugging a snowman in July. It’s asinine. It might feel good for a moment. 
But trust me, it’s not going to last under the heat of reality. Selah. 
 
Peter, through his writing here, is grabbing us by the shoulders. He’s saying, “Hey, church, 
wake up! Get your heart right! Stop clinging to the things around you that are melting, and  
hold on to the One who is forever!” Here’s the second way we should respond. In light of  
these promises, we ought to be a holy people. In verse 14 ESV, Peter says, 
 

14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him 
without spot or blemish, and at peace. 

 
“Be diligent to be found without spot or blemish.” That word diligent in the original language 
means “to be zealous about it”. It means “to be intentional.” It means “to be consumed with.”  
It means “to make haste towards something.” So, Peter’s going, “You need to be zealous and 
intentional about what? About being spotless and blemish-free.” This is his way of admonishing 
us to live holy lives. As a matter of fact, if you back up to verse 11, at the end, he says, “Be holy. 
Be holy in your conduct and in godliness.” 
 
In other words, if we really, truly believe that Jesus is coming back for His people and that this 
whole world is winding down and a new one is coming, he’s saying, “Why would you waste your 
days living like the world around you? Why would you get caught up in gossip, pettiness, and 
unforgiveness? Why would you flirt with compromise and sin when the Judge is at the door?”  
 
Listen, being a holy people is not about putting on a front or putting on some hyper-spiritual act 
to make us look good. It’s actually about living in such a way that our lives are so set apart that 
our words, our attitudes, and our actions actually point people to the fact that a holy King is 
sitting on the throne of our lives. And we’re holy because He is holy. The apostle Paul would 
echo this sentiment in his letter to the Corinthians. He would say it like this: 2 Corinthians 6:17 
NKJV, saying to the church, “Come out from among them.” Who’s them? The world. 
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17 “Come out from among them and be separate (Be set apart. Be separate), says the 
Lord.” 

 
So, in a world that celebrates moral confusion, Church, be separate. In a world that celebrates 
greed and self-indulgence, Church, we have to be separate. In a world that celebrates pride and 
self-promotion, we’ve got to be separate. In a world that celebrates compromise and calls it 
tolerance, we’ve got to be separate. We’ve got to be holy.  
 
I like to think about it like this: If you knew that tomorrow your house was going to be torn down, 
would you spend all night repainting the walls and fixing up the drapes? No. You’d be packing 
up your belongings and the things valuable to you, getting ready to move.  
 
I think that’s the posture that Peter’s calling our hearts to live with. To live a life that’s so aware 
that the world is fading, that we don’t keep trying to make sin comfortable, or we start painting 
over things that God says no to. Church, holiness is simply this. It’s us saying, “Lord, You have 
my heart, every area, every nook, every cranny. There’s no room, there’s no compartment that’s 
off-limits to You. You can have all of me.”  
 
Church, can I implore you? Don’t settle for cheap grace. Don’t settle for cheap grace because it 
just leaves you chained up on the inside. Someone goes, “What does that even mean?” Cheap 
grace is a watered-down idea that you can say a prayer, slap a Christian label on your life, and 
then keep living in sin, while assuming God just sort of winks at that sin because He loves you.  
 
No, Church, cheap grace is a half-truth dressed up as the whole gospel. It promises 
forgiveness, but it demands no repentance. It talks about mercy, but it ignores transformation 
and surrender. And that’s not what Jesus died to give you. Cheap grace might make you feel 
good for a moment, but in the end, you still stay bound to the same old addictions, the same  
old bitterness, the same old secrets, the same old shame that Jesus actually died to set you 
free from.  
 
Think about it like this. Cheap grace is like putting a fresh coat of paint on a prison cell, but 
you’re still stuck inside. Jesus didn’t die to decorate your prison cell. Jesus died to break you  
out of it permanently. That kind of grace, real grace, the kind that Jesus purchased with His 
blood, sets you free both practically and legally.  
 
It not only forgives your sin, but it actually empowers you to walk away from that sin and to live 
in holiness. So, Church, don’t settle for living halfway holy, because Jesus died to make you 
fully free. He’s coming back for a pure and spotless bride. He’s not coming back for a worldly 
girlfriend. So, Church, may we live clean. May we live ready and live distinctly holy so that the 
world around us can see a preview of the kingdom that is coming. Then, finally, here’s where I 
close. In light of these promises, we ought to be a people who grow and go. Grow and go. Peter 
finishes his letter with one final charge. Second Peter 3:18 ESV says,  
 

18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
I want you to see something here. I want to connect a thought from earlier. This same God who 
is holding back judgment right now, who’s not willing that any should perish, but all should reach 
repentance, He’s giving us precious time to reach people. And His patience is our go. Every 
new sun rise is a reminder that God’s heart is still wide open and that His patience is holding 
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back the clock, giving our neighbor, our co-worker, our spouse, and our kids one more chance 
to surrender to Jesus.  
 
But here’s the truth: that clock is not going to be held back forever. That window of patience that 
we’re currently experiencing is rapidly closing. And because we know that, how then, as the 
Church, can we stay silent with the hope that we’ve received? Freely we’ve received the gospel 
and the grace of Jesus. Freely, we’re supposed to give it as well.  
 
But Church, I have to ask us, have we lost our urgency? I have to ask myself, have I lost my 
urgency? If I’m being real honest, if I’m being transparent, sometimes I can go, “I preach on 
Sunday. I talk to people about Jesus. I can check the box and take the rest of the week off.”  
But it’s not enough.  
 
If the King is truly coming, and if His patience is going to come to an end, far be it from me if I’m 
not compelled to share the gospel. Far be it from me if I’m not on my knees saying, “Lord, break 
my heart, for the lost.” Far be it from me if I don’t open my mouth and share the message of 
Jesus when I’m at the coffee shop just as readily as I do it from the pulpit.  
 
I think that’s where true growth comes, it’s when we go and when we share. We’re not afraid to 
tell the story. I think true growth looks like daily surrender. I think it looks like feeding on His 
Word until it lives and breathes on the inside of us. I think it’s being on our knees, praying for the 
lost until His burden becomes our burden. I think true growth happens when we stay planted in 
the house, when we stay accountable, when we stay teachable, pliable, soft, and moldable in 
the hands of the Master.  
 
I think true growth comes from giving generously, serving gladly, forgiving quickly, loving 
fiercely, and guarding our own hearts from drifting backward and pressing deeper and deeper 
into the love of Jesus than ever before. I want to grow in grace. I want to grow in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus. If we really, truly believe that judgment and fire are coming, if we really 
believe that the Judge is at the door, then, Church, may our prayers and our tears stand in the 
way of people going to hell.  
 
I love how Charles Spurgeon, the famous preacher, said it. He said, “If sinners must perish, let 
them leap to hell over our prayers and our tears.” Let me leave you with this. We must live with 
one eye on the judgment seat of Christ, one eye on the soon and coming King, and one eye on 
a lost and dying world around us. As believers, we’re not just bracing for judgment. We’re 
looking forward toward glory. I end as Peter ended, “And to Him, to Jesus, be the glory both 
now and to the day of eternity. Amen and amen.” Come on, let’s pray. 
 

Father, we thank You for Your Word. We thank You that it is truly living, breathing,  
and active. Lord, if there are areas today that You have stirred up in our hearts that we 
need to change, that we need to shift, if there are areas where we’ve been hitting the 
snooze button and just sort of put our spiritual life on autopilot, we ask that You would 
forgive us. We ask that You would cleanse us. We ask that by the power of Your 
Spirit, You would empower us to make the shifts and to turn toward You, that we 
would live holy lives, that we would grow in the grace and in the knowledge of Jesus. 
Lord, we need You. We need You. We want to shine brightly for You in the time that 
we have left. But we also lift our eyes to the hope that glory awaits, that we’re almost 
home, and in that new home we’ll experience Your goodness and Your glory firsthand.  
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Lord, I pray for those now who are under the sound of my voice who don’t yet know 
Your Son, Jesus, who have not surrendered their life to Him. I pray that now, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, You would go to work in their hearts and You would reveal to 
them their need for a Savior. I pray that You would convict their hearts of sin. I can’t do 
that. Lord, I’m not interested in doing that, but You can do it in a breath. You can do it 
in a moment. And in the same moment, would You also go to work convincing their 
hearts that although there is sin, that although there is a gap, there’s a bridge, there’s 
an answer, there’s a way, and His name is Jesus. That there’s a Savior who loves, a 
Savior who gave Himself for them. Oh, would You reveal that to the human heart 
now? Would You lift up the veil that has blinded their heart from knowing and seeing 
Jesus? Oh, Holy Spirit of God, would You do that now?  

 
And if that’s you, if I’ve just prayed over you and described you, and you’ve come to this 
realization, the revelation through the power of the Holy Spirit that you need a Savior, I want to 
implore you. Why don’t you start crying out for salvation now? He loves you. He hears you. He 
wants to save you. He wants to redeem you. He wants to forgive your sins and make you new 
on the inside. He wants to give you a future. He wants to give you a hope, a hope that can’t be 
shaken, a hope that can’t be taken from you.  
 
But it only comes in that space of total and complete surrender to Him. And what you’ll find in 
this surrender is that He actually loves you way more than you even love yourself. And His love 
is so magnanimous, and it’s so kind that He changes you, and He makes you like Him.  
 
So, if that’s you, why don’t you begin to cry out and call out for salvation? It’s the simplest and 
honest heart. Say, “Lord, rescue me. Save me. Teach me to live for You. I believe that You’re 
the Son of God. I believe You died and were raised back to life. I want You to sit on the throne 
of my life.” If you’ll pray with a sincere heart, God will meet you right now. And by the power of 
His Spirit, He’ll apply salvation to your life. Salvation is so radical Jesus said, “It’s like becoming 
a new person. It’s like being born again.”  
 
The Apostle Paul would say, “It’s like becoming a new creation. Where all the old, spiritually 
speaking, is gone. Everything becomes new.” So, if that’s you and you know you need a Savior, 
don’t wait. Right now, from the privacy of your own seat, why don’t you begin to cry out to God? 
And He’ll meet you where you sit.  
 

Lord, upon every life and every heart, I thank You for moving. I thank You for healing.  
I thank You for applying that salvation. Transposing them from the kingdom of 
darkness into the kingdom of light. Taking them from death into life. I thank You for 
this miraculous work, this supernatural work now. And may each of our lives be lived 
for the honor and the glory of Your Son, Jesus. And as we go today, as always, 
Father, I pray You would bless Your people and keep Your people. Lord, would You 
cause Your face to shine on them? Would You be gracious to them? Would You lift 
your countenance upon them? And would You give them Your peace? In Jesus’ 
name, amen, amen, amen, amen. 
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