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Hello, friend, thank you for joining me. I am going to begin something right now that I am going 
to be on for a while, and I just want to encourage you not to miss a single message. I am going 
to be talking to you about the prophet Jonah and his story as it is given to us in the Old 
Testament. Of course, in order to do that, we have to begin in 2 Kings 14:25 NKJV. You are 
thinking, “What?” Well, actually, yes. Let me read this to you. It is speaking about King 
Jeroboam, and it says, he, Jeroboam, the king of Isreal, 
 

25 He restored the territory of Israel from the entrance of Hamath to the Sea of the 
Arabah, according to the word of the Lord God of Israel, which He had spoken through 
His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet who was from Gath Hepher.  

 
Jonah prophesied that this would happen, and it did indeed happen. Interestingly enough,  
this is the only other mention of Jonah in the Old Testament. It took place during the reign  
of Jeroboam II, somewhere between 793 and 753 BC.  
 
Now, although Jonah could have prophesied these events prior to this, it might be that he 
actually did it during this time. But this was the general time that Jonah lived, and he was from 
Gath Hepher, which is in Galilee, just a few miles north of Nazareth. Now, Jonah means “dove,” 
and Amittai means “truth.”  
 
There is a Hebrew tradition that claims that the widow of Zarephath was the mother of Jonah. 
You can read the story in 1 Kings 17. Her son died, and the prophet raised her son from the 
dead, and she said, “Now I know of a truth that the Word of the Lord is with you and the word 
that you speak is true.”  This Hebrew tradition says that her son was indeed Jonah because  
she called him “son of truth.”  
 
Now, there have been, over the years, throughout the centuries, controversies concerning 
Jonah. But the fact is, he is a historical figure as we see it here in 2 Kings. The greatest witness 
to the fact that Jonah existed and that the story of Jonah is true comes from the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself. I want to read to you from Matthew 12:38–41 NKJV. It says,  
 

38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want to 
see a sign from You.” 39 But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous 
generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater 
than Jonah is here.” 

 
Jesus Himself spoke about Jonah the prophet and the story of Jonah. I think some of the older 
translations say he was in the belly of the whale, and here it says a great fish, but actually, both 
in the Hebrew and in the Greek, it is a generic term meaning “a large creature from the sea.” It 
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could have been a whale. There are fin whales, there are sperm whales in the Mediterranean 
Sea, or it could have been some great fish. Somebody says, “Well, I just cannot swallow that.” 
Well, that is why God used a fish instead of you, my friend. But the fact is, the story is a fact. It 
did happen.  
 
Now, if you do not believe this, you may as well not believe that Enoch was translated. You may 
as well not believe that Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of salt. You may as well not believe that a 
bush burned without being consumed, that a donkey was made to speak, that the Red Sea was 
divided, that manna was sent from heaven, that an ax head was made to float, that oil 
multiplied, that the sick were healed, the dead were raised, demons were cast out, and while 
you are at it, forget the virgin birth and the resurrection of Jesus.  
 
My friend, you can’t just pick and choose. “Well, I just do not believe the story of Noah’s ark,”  
or “I do not believe that.” You cannot begin to pick apart the Bible and just take the portions  
that you like, my friend. Jesus spoke of it as if it was a fact. It did happen.  
 
I think one reason, honestly, that the devil has fought this so much, and behind the scenes, is 
that—I think the reason people use this and say, “Well, the book is full of fantasies, the Bible is 
just full of these stories that cannot possibly be true because I cannot understand it.” I think in 
the spirit realm behind that, it is the devil, the spirit of deception, sowing doubt in people’s 
minds.  
 
I think one reason the devil has fought this story so hard for so long is because it draws a 
dramatic picture of the sacrifice, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, which is what Jesus alluded 
to. “This happened, but it is a symbol of what is going to happen to Me, that I am going to die, 
and be buried in the heart of the earth. And after three days, I am going to rise again.” So let’s 
begin to look at the book of Jonah. I am going to begin in Jonah 1:1–3 NKJV 
 

1 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go  
to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up 
before Me.” 3 But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He 
went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare and went 
down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. 

 
Now, I like the first word that the Lord spoke to Jonah. He said, “Arise.” It literally means “get 
up.” It can be translated, “Stir yourself up. Go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it.” 
There are many believers; they need to stir themselves up. You may be one of those. You just 
need to get up and begin to do what you know God has already asked you to do. But as we 
read, Jonah disobeyed.  
 
Why did Jonah disobey? Why did he get on a boat to go to Tarshish to flee from the presence  
of the Lord instead of going to Nineveh, which was the capital city of the nation of Assyria at the 
time, one of the great cities, most populous cities of the ancient world? In fact, possibly the most 
populous city of that era. Why did Jonah disobey? Well, we are actually given the answer by 
Jonah himself in the fourth chapter. It says that when Jonah preached to the people of Nineveh, 
and they repented, Jonah was angry. The answer is found in Jonah 4:1–2 NKJV. The people 
have repented, and it says, 
 

1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry. 2 So he prayed to the 
Lord, and said, “Ah, Lord, was not this what I said when I was still in my country? 
Therefore (or for this reason) I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a 
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gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who 
relents from doing harm.” 

 
Jonah is saying, “God, I knew that if they repented, You were going to forgive them, and You 
wouldn’t destroy them.” What a crazy attitude to take. But let us just maybe back up a little bit 
and see if we can understand why Jonah would feel the way he felt and would act the way he 
acted. Now, Nineveh was founded and built by Nimrod. You can read that in Genesis 10:11, 
who the Bible says was a mighty hunter. He was the first person in history to build a kingdom 
and to establish cities. It mentions there in Genesis that he established four cities, and then  
that was not enough; he wanted more, and he was a mighty hunter.  
 
Many biblical scholars feel that refers to the fact that he was a hunter and a persecutor of men. 
That he hunted people, persecuted them, and subjugated them. He was the founder of the city 
of Nineveh, and it became a major city of the Assyrian nation and, for a long time, was their 
capital. They were staunch enemies of Israel. They were cruel, they were violent, and actually, 
they were one of the most savage nations to ever live on the face of the earth, throughout 
history.  
 
This city possibly had over one million inhabitants. It was located on the east bank of the Tigris 
River in present-day Iraq. The city was not discovered until the 1800s because it had been 
totally destroyed. You read in the Bible that Nahum and Zephaniah both prophesied that it 
would be destroyed, and it was. They were cruel, and Jonah knew of their practices.  
 
In fact, there would not have been a single Israelite who was ignorant of the threat that the 
Assyrian nation posed and how debauched, wicked, and savage they were. They literally had 
no pity. When they would capture a city, they would not leave a garrison behind to keep order 
like the Romans did. The Romans would come, they would capture a city, defeat an army, and 
obviously slaughter a lot of people. But then they would leave a Roman garrison there to keep 
order.  
 
But the Assyrians did not do that. They just basically killed everyone. The men who were not 
killed were tortured. Their tongues were ripped out. They were literally skinned alive, and they 
would hang their skins on the city walls, or they would put a pole through their rib cage and drop 
that pole in a hole and let them dangle. Their dying around the city walls was just as a sign that 
nobody better rise up again and oppose Assyria in any way. I can see Jonah reasoning, “Well,  
if I do not warn them, they will be destroyed. Good riddance.”  
 
Now, Jonah has been called the missionary—the book of Jonah has been called the missionary 
book of the Old Testament. There is a tremendous message in it for the church today. Again, 
we read there at the beginning, God said to him, “Arise, go and cry, to the people of this great 
city of Nineveh, because their wickedness has come up before Me. Cry to them that they need 
to repent.” 
 
Now, the nation of Israel had been chosen by God to bring the revelation of Himself to the rest 
of the world, but they had become exclusive. They felt that they were superior to the Gentile 
world, and they kept the message of God for the most part to themselves. Now, certainly, there 
were some exceptions, but as a rule, they became very exclusive. It reminds me of many in the 
church. I think God is saying to us, “Arise,” because there are so many in the church sitting and 
doing nothing. Again, I mentioned that the word arise means, “stir yourself up, get up.” 
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There are a lot of people who are blood washed, they are going to heaven, they are saved, their 
family is saved, and they are just so glad. But to them, “Well, it is me, my wife, my children, us 
four and no more. As long as we got it going good, that is great.” What about your next-door 
neighbor? What about the gal who sits in the office cubicle next to you? What about the kids 
and the parents at the soccer field where your daughter or your son plays soccer, or the 
baseball diamond where your kid plays baseball? What about them? Christ died for them,  
and you need to arise, go, and cry out. You need to tell the story. Arise and go. 
 
Jesus said, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature, all of creation.” That 
Great Commission we find in Mark 16 was given to the whole church. We need to go into our 
own personal world. Into the world of business, into the world of sport, into the world of our 
neighborhood, into the world of social media, wherever it might be—we need to go into all the 
world, and we need to cry out, and preach the gospel to every creature. Many Christians, 
however, have a Jonah-type attitude toward wicked people and toward the unsaved. It’s true. 
They may say it, they may not say it, but in their hearts, they think, “I hope you burn. You are 
going to get yours.”  
 
Listen, being a believer and looking at some of the things going on in my own nation, I look at 
the wickedness of some politicians and the wickedness of other people. They will just lie 
through their teeth, and people in the media seem to have no conscience whatsoever. They will 
lie, or they will just choose to only report on certain stories and give a very jaded view of what is 
going on, because they want to support their narrative. Anything that shows that their narrative 
is false and may not actually be what is going on, they will just basically bury it. That is wicked. 
So many of the things that go on—and I see that just like you see that, and I am grieved to the 
bottom of my heart.  
 
I think about certain politicians in the area of my country where I live, and as far as I can see, 
some of them are pathological liars. But I cannot take the posture, “Well, you are going to be  
in hell soon. The sooner, the better, as far as I am concerned. You are going to pay for your 
wickedness.” No, Christ died for them. Nineveh was a wicked city, more wicked than you can 
imagine. The people were more wicked. The culture was absolutely barbaric and savage. They 
had no respect for human life, and God had mercy on them. God sent Jonah to them to give 
them the opportunity to repent.  
 
We can’t just sit in our church and think, “Well, we are fine. I hope the rapture happens soon. 
They are going to be judged, and thank God they will not be in heaven.”  Well, I hope they do 
end up in heaven. I hope they do repent and come to faith in Christ. But there are a couple of 
things we need to do. We need to pray for them. Pray that the eyes of their understanding will 
be enlightened and that they will come to the knowledge of the truth. Pray that God would send 
laborers to them. Jesus said to pray to the Lord of the harvest to thrust out laborers into His 
harvest. 
 
I think it is perfectly in order to pray that He would thrust out laborers into specific regions of the 
harvest. Some of these, I will tell you the truth, some of these politicians, media people who so 
frustrate me and grieve me, I pray for them. I pray that they would be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth. Here is the thing. You will not gossip about people whom you pray for, 
and you will not pray for people whom you gossip about. If you are always spouting off about 
this person and that person, I guarantee you probably never do pray for their soul. We need to 
pray for them, first of all. Then, where we have the opportunity, personally, we need to go.  
 



Jonah: When God Says Go 

Page 5 of 7 

Jonah was told to “Arise and go.” Some of you need to go to your neighbor. You need to go to 
the other soccer moms. You need to cry. You need to tell them. You need to share the story of 
Christ and encourage them. There is a heaven to gain and a hell to shun. Let the Holy Spirit 
begin to work on them. But we have to give them the Word first. Some of you are watching me 
right now. Some of your own relatives, you have fallen out with them, and maybe they stole the 
inheritance from you, or did you wrong, and you have just been sour towards them. You are 
saved, and they are not.  
 
Well, they are probably just acting like an unsaved person because that is what unsaved  
people do. They are under the influence of the spirit of the age. They are “enemies of God,”  
the Scripture says. To make them a friend of God, you need to go share with them. Some of  
you need to get on the phone and call that estranged brother, sister, parent, child, or whoever. 
Forgive, share the gospel with them, and then just leave it to God. I want to say as well, as 
praying, going, and sharing—I think all of us are called to give as well. Hopefully, you go to a 
church that is soul-winning, that is involved in world missions. That has outreach programs in 
the community, and you need to give to support that.  
 
Somebody once said, “If you cannot go yourself, send a substitute; pay somebody else’s way.” 
That is one of the ways we do it. The apostle Paul in the book of Romans asked the questions: 
“How can they believe in Him in whom they have not heard? How can they hear without a 
preacher? How can they preach except they be sent?” They are sent through our prayers as we 
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers. They are also sent as we pay their way and 
help subsidize gospel work.  
 
Now, I feel like I am on a bit of a soapbox right now, but these things, as foundational as they 
are, need to be said because there are millions in the church who need to arise. You need to stir 
yourself up and do something. There is not a single believer whom God has not called to be 
involved in reaching this lost world for the sake of Christ. The Bible says we are “ambassadors 
of Christ.” Second Corinthians 5 says that we are to plead with people to be reconciled to God 
because “He who knew no sin was made to be sin for us, that we might be made right with 
God.” You are God’s ambassador.  
 
You may be a newly saved person. You may have just given your heart to Jesus and stumbled 
across this broadcast, and you are thinking, “Me?” Yes, you. You are an ambassador, sister. 
You are an ambassador, my brother, and God wants to use you. We need to share the gospel 
with people.  
 
Now, any time that you get this “I wish judgment day would hurry up and come because I would 
like to see them get theirs” attitude. You need to think about how God changed your own life. 
The apostle Paul never forgot where he came from. Frankly, I have never forgotten where I 
came from and the mess that God pulled me out of, all of the wrong thinking I had, and some of 
the stuff that I did, that it makes me blush to even think about it. Thank God, I have been made 
a new man in Christ. But I guarantee you there is not a person who has not done some 
shameful things and said some awful things and thought some wicked things, and God was 
merciful to us. He wants to be merciful to others in the same way.  
 
Now, Israel was God’s chosen people because God chose them out. God called them because 
He chose Abraham. Abraham did not earn it. God called him. You were not born as a Christian. 
It is only because of God’s goodness and forgiveness that you are saved and that I am saved. 
The only reason we are given in Scripture actually that God chose Abraham through whom the 
chosen people would come through his lineage, eventually the Savior of the world would come, 
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was because Abraham would command his children after him to keep the way of the Lord. He 
would be generationally minded, and he would tell his children and his grandchildren about God 
and teach them the way of the Lord. You find that in Genesis 18, by the way.  
 
But other than that, this is strictly God’s grace at work and God’s mercy at work. The Israelites 
could not say, “Well, we earned it because we strove, we did this, and that, and that is why we 
are God’s chosen people.” No, God is just good. He had to choose someone to bring His plans 
to pass on the earth, and Abraham was the best choice that God had. So, that is who God used 
to do that. I look at my life, and I cannot point to anything I did. “Well, it was because I strove so 
hard and I searched so hard.” Yes, I did search, but it was God working behind the scenes. God 
before, God in the middle, and God in the end.  
 
My point is just God’s grace. We need to keep that in mind. But Jonah was like, unfortunately,  
a lot of Christians today. He did not care if the Ninevites were destroyed. You might say, “Well, 
Pastor, if God told me He was going to destroy my city or my neighborhood, I would preach to 
them.” God already has. In Mark 16, it says, “He who believes not shall be condemned.” The old 
King James Version says, “He who does not believe will be damned.” They will spend eternity in 
hell, tormented in flame—eternal destruction.  
 
Jesus said, “The worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched.” The Lord has commissioned us 
to preach the gospel to them. Somebody says, “Well, what do I tell them?” Jonah preached, 
“Repent.” Turn from the way you have been going and turn to God.” Repentance is simply an 
inward change of heart resulting in an outward change of direction. Repent. Jesus said, 
“Repent.” In fact, that is the first message Jesus preached. The first thing He said: “Repent  
and believe the gospel. The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
 
So repent, turn from your way of sin, turn from your trust in your own good works, turn from 
trusting in your wealth, your own ability to save yourself, and turn to God. Believe the gospel, 
the good news of Jesus Christ, that He came and died as your substitute on the cross and paid 
the price for your sin. On the third day, once God’s claims of eternal justice were satisfied, He 
was raised from the dead. If you will put your trust in Him and confess Him as Lord, you can be 
saved. We need to tell this generation of Ninevites who are living alongside of us that the wages 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 
Now, when Jonah decided to leave, he got on a ship to go to Tarshish. That was located in 
modern-day Spain, literally as far away as you could get in the known world, about 2,000 miles 
away. Jonah figured that running away physically to a distant place would make it impossible for 
him to do what God had asked him to do. But my friend, you can’t run away from the will of God. 
Romans 11:29 NKJV, 
 

 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
 
They are without repentance. God does not change His mind. He has not changed His mind 
because you went to law school, got a promotion, bought a new house, or because you have 
grandchildren to take care of. Jonah could have said, “Well, Lord, I have already bought my 
tickets. It is inconvenient for me.” No, I have invested money. I have committed myself. It is 
better to obey God. Whatever stage of life you are in, whatever you have in your life, you still 
need to be an ambassador for Christ.  
 
There are people in your neighborhood who need to hear the truth. There are people in your 
family, probably within your circle of influence, within the circle of your friends, your 
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acquaintances, at your work, in the gas station, at the market, wherever you are—be an 
ambassador for Christ. The truth is, we cannot get away from the call of God. We cannot flee 
from the presence of God. We know, as the story turns out, Jonah does eventually end up in 
Nineveh and preaching to them to repent. That great city, that wicked city, they repented from 
the king down to the lowliest subject in Nineveh. They repented and fasted, and God had mercy 
on them.  
 
You never know what God will do with your story when you talk to somebody about Jesus. Even 
if it is just as simple as, “Let me tell you what the Lord did for me.” And to just tell them how the 
Lord has been good in your life. My friend, my time is up. I will see you next time. Until then, 
may God richly bless you. 
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